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Gentiles

• Before Christ, the Gentiles were far from God and had no 
hope 

• Ephesians 2:11-12 

• This section has a structure parallel to verses 1–10: Verses 
1–10 discuss how the Gospel changes believers 
individually; verses 11–22 tells how the Gospel changed 
the Gentile Christians as a people.



Gentiles

You were dead in your sins 
(1–3)

You were separated from God 
(11–12)

God made you alive in Christ 
(4–9).

You were brought near in 
Christ (13–18) 

You are His workmanship (10)
You are fellow citizens and a 

holy temple for His Spirit   
(19–22) 



Gentiles

• In the first section, Paul painted a bleak picture of all 
believers before Christ: They were dead in their sins. 

• In this section, his picture of the Gentiles before Christ is 
equally bleak: They had no hope (2:12). 

• This does not mean the Jews were automatically saved; 
both Jews and Gentiles were dead in their sins (2:1–3)



Gentiles

• In verses 11–12, Paul differentiated between Jew and 
Gentile so he could later emphasize their unity in Christ. 

• The Gentiles were “without God” and “strangers to the 
covenants of promise.” 

• Beginning with God’s promise to Abraham, these 
covenants assured Israel of a nation, a land, a King, and 
spiritual blessing—all ultimately centered in the Messiah.



Gentiles

• The Gentiles had no such revealed promises or assured 
hope; the “gods” they put their hope in were empty idols 
that could not save (Isaiah 46:7). 

• Yet God’s promise to Abraham always included His plan to 
bless all the families of the earth through Abraham’s 
descendant, Jesus Christ (Genesis 12:3; Galatians 3:16).



Gentiles

• Circumcision was the outward sign of God’s covenant with 
Abraham. 

• Every male in every Jewish household was to be 
circumcised (including foreigners who had joined them). 

• This was a sign that they were God’s set-apart people 
(Genesis 17:1–14; Exodus 12:48).



Gentiles

• Outward circumcision, however, did not make someone 
spiritually right with God. 

• Verses 1–3 establish that both groups were spiritually dead 
apart from Christ. 

• Israel had been set apart as God’s covenant people and 
enjoyed His presence among them in the tabernacle 
(Exodus 25:8; 40:34–38). 



Gentiles

• The Gentiles remained alienated from God’s covenant 
community and promises. 

• Through the cross, however, Christ reconciled believing 
Jews and Gentiles to God in one body (2:16). 

• Through Him both now have access to the Father by one 
Spirit (2:18).



Gentiles

• Today, the decisive distinction is between those who are in 
Christ and those who are not. 

• Those who do not know Jesus have no true hope in this 
world or in eternity (1 Thessalonians 4:13).  

• It is our mission to share the good news (Matthew 28:18–
20; Acts 1:8; Romans 10:14; 1 Peter 3:15).



Jews and Gentiles

• God has made Jewish believers and Gentile believers one 
in Christ 

• Ephesians 2:13-18 

• Having described the Gentiles’ hopeless condition apart 
from Christ, Paul now explained Christ’s work in two closely 
related ways.



Jews and Gentiles

(1) Christ brought the Gentiles, who had formerly been far 
from God, near through His blood (2:13). 

(2) Christ made Jewish and Gentile believers one new man 
and reconciled both groups to God in one body (2:14-16).



Jews and Gentiles

• Under the old covenant, God set Israel apart from the 
surrounding nations to preserve its holiness and enable it 
to bear witness to the true God—not to authorize hatred or 
spiritual superiority. 

• God promised that Abraham would bless the nations and 
called Israel to be a light to them (Genesis 12:3; Isaiah 
49:6).



Jews and Gentiles

• The Mosaic law marked a dividing line between Jew and 
Gentile: the Jews possessed God’s written law, whereas 
the Gentiles lived without it and thus did not keep it (2:15). 

• In particular, the ceremonial law set Israel apart through its 
dietary restrictions, purification requirements, sacrifices, 
festivals. These distinctions restricted ordinary fellowship 
and formed a genuine barrier between the two groups.



Jews and Gentiles

• Christ did not merely make peace; He Himself is our peace 
(2:14). Through the cross, He rendered the Mosaic law 
inoperative as a barrier between Jew and Gentile. 

• Jesus removed the ceremonial ordinances that had 
functioned as boundary markers between them, put their 
hostility to death, and created one new people in Himself 
(2:14–16).



Jews and Gentiles

• Because salvation comes through faith in Jesus, there is 
no longer any basis for spiritual superiority between 
believing Jews and believing Gentiles. 

• Acts 15 applied this truth by affirming that Gentiles did not 
need to become Jewish proselytes in order to be saved 
(Acts 15:10–11).



Jews and Gentiles

• Having accomplished peace through the cross, Christ 
proclaimed peace to Gentiles who were “far off” and Jews 
who were “near.” 

• Neither group can approach God apart from Him. 

• Through the Son, both have access in one Spirit to the 
Father (2:17–18).



Jews and Gentiles

• No ethnic, social, or cultural distinction gives one believer 
greater access to God, spiritual standing, or worth than 
another (Galatians 3:28). 

• Physical and cultural differences remain, but they do not 
divide Christ’s body. 

• There is no place for any sense of superiority of one group 
over another. We are all one in Christ Jesus.



Holy Spirit

• Jewish believers and Gentile believers were being built 
into the temple of the Holy Spirit 

• Ephesians 2:19-22 

• Now that Paul had broken down all that deep theology, he 
explained how their identity had changed in Christ.



• He was speaking to the Gentiles when he said “you” are 
no longer foreigners but citizens of the kingdom. He also 
specified that they were “fellow citizens” with the other 
(Jewish) saints, again emphasizing that we are all one in 
Christ Jesus (2:19). 

• Then He shifted to the metaphor of the Church as a 
building, the temple of God.

Holy Spirit



• In the old covenant the temple was the “house” of God, the 
place His Spirit dwelled among His people on earth (2 
Samuel 7:5–7). 

• Paul wrote that we are members of God’s household as a 
dual meaning: we have been adopted into His family as 
His children, but we are also stones in the building of His 
“house” or temple (1 Corinthians 3:9).

Holy Spirit



• This is another way Paul described the Gospel as both 
individual and corporate. 

• In the old covenant, God’s Spirit dwelled among His 
people in the tabernacle and later, the temple (Exodus 
25:8).  

• n the new covenant, His Spirit dwells inside us, our very 
bodies (John 14:16–17; 1 Corinthians 6:19–20).

Holy Spirit



• We are “being built together” into a dwelling place for God 
by the Spirit (2:22). 

• Christ Himself is the cornerstone – the first block that was 
laid, the one who set the pattern for all others, the one all 
other stones depend on to make sure they are plumb and 
level.

Holy Spirit



• Christ is the One to whom we all look as our model of how 
to live as temples of the Holy Spirit. 

• He is also the stone that holds the rest of the building 
together. We are one in Christ; it is our relationship with 
Him that binds us together in unity.

Holy Spirit



• Nothing else could keep such different people unified the 
way Christ brings people together in unity of purpose, 
mission and love.  

• t is only through the self-sacrificing agape love of Christ 
that we can have the humility required to live in unity with 
those who are so different from us. 

Holy Spirit



• Together we are the temple of the Holy Spirit, and 
together we are the body of Christ. 

• Both pictures make the same point: Christianity is not an 
individual faith; it is a communal one. 

• We need one another to represent Jesus in the world, 
including believers who are different from us.

Holy Spirit



• As Paul explained, the eye cannot say to the ear, “I don’t 
need you,” nor can the hand say that to the feet. 

• Every part is needed for the body to function properly (1 
Corinthians 12:14–21). 

• In the same way, each believer is a living stone whom God 
fits into the temple He is building (1 Peter 2:5).

Holy Spirit



• Because this new-covenant temple is made of people 
rather than stone, it goes wherever God’s people go. In 
that sense, we are God’s “mobile home”: Wherever we go, 
His Spirit dwells within us and works through us. 

• This is how we participate with Christ in His ministry of 
reconciliation as His ambassadors in the world (2 
Corinthians 5:20).

Holy Spirit



• This is not work we do alone or in our own strength; it is the 
work of the whole body of Christ, empowered by God. 

• The verbs in this passage are passive: The building is 
“being joined together,” and we are “being built together” 
(2:21–22). 

• As God’s Spirit works in us to make us more like Jesus, He 
also works through us to make Jesus known to the world.

Holy Spirit



Race and Racism



• Titles of two of his books: 

• On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, Or 
the Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle of Life. 

• The Descent of Man and Selection in Relation to Sex.

Charles Darwin’s Books



• Darwin always assumed an evolution from savagery to 
civility. 

• Morality also evolved – “standard of his morality rise higher 
and higher” 

• “When civilized nations come into contact with barbarians 
the struggle is short, except where a deadly climate gives 
its aid to the native race.” 

Human Evolution



“At some future period, not very 
distant as measured by centuries, 
the civilised races of man will 
almost certainly exterminate and 
replace throughout the world the 
savage races. At the same time 
the anthropomorphic apes . . . will 
no doubt be exterminated.”

Darwin’s Racism
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“The break will then be rendered 
wider, for it will intervene between 
man in a more civilised state, as 
we may hope, than the 
Caucasian, and some ape as low 
as a baboon, instead of as at 
present between the negro or 
Australian and the gorilla.”

Darwin’s Racism
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• “We civilized men, on the other hand, do our utmost to 
check the process of elimination . . . Thus the weak 
members of civilized societies propagate their kind. . . . 
But excepting in the case of man himself, hardly any one is 
so ignorant as to allow his worst animals to breed.” 

• We could not withhold “our sympathy, if so urged by hard 
reason, without deterioration in the noblest part of our 
nature.”

Darwin’s Hope



• Darwin’s half-cousin, Francis Galton formed the 
first “Eugenics Society.” 

• Francis Galton proposed the idea of instituting 
“breeding methods” for humans – much like 
those used for livestock and other animals.  

• Darwin’s son, Leonard, succeeded Galton as 
head of the Eugenics Society.

Darwin’s Family



• Adolf Hitler wrote Mein Kampf, which 
means my struggle, explains his view that 
certain races are inferior. 

• Richard Weikart - “Among German 
historians, there’s really not much debate 
about whether or not  Hitler was a social 
Darwinist.”

Adolf Hitler



Margaret Sanger

Reenactment in the film “Hillary’s America”



Biblical Response 

Race and Racism



• The Bible teaches that God has made “of one blood all 
nations of men” (Acts 17:26).  

• The Bible teaches that we are all created in God’s image 
(Genesis 1:27). 

• This view of creation means that each person is valuable 
because God placed His divine image on each one of us.

Biblical Response



“There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is no male and 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

                                    Galatians 3:28

Biblical Response



“Here there is not Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but 
Christ is all, and in all.” 

                              Colossians 3:11

Biblical Response



• This passage shows Christ has removed four distinctions: 

- national distinctions (Greek or Jew) 

- religious distinctions (circumcised or uncircumcised) 

- cultural distinctions (barbarian or Scythian) 

- economic distinctions (slave or free)

Biblical Response
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