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Paul Thanked God

e Paul thanked God for the faith, love and withess of the
Ephesians

e Ephesians 1:15-16




Paul Thanked God

* One thing Paul consistently prayed for almost every
church was a prayer of thanksgiving.

e Even when he was writing to correct their benavior, in all




Paul Thanked God

* Paul wrote, "ever since | heard ... ,” but Paul hadn't only
heard about the Ephesians, he knew them personally.

* They were one of the churches he had helped develop. He




Paul In Ephesus




Paul Thanked God

e Paul thanked God for both their faith in the Lord Jesus and
their love tor all the saints—their fellow believers (1:15).

* These two belonged together: genuine faith in Christ




Paul In Prison
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Paul Prayed

e Paul prayed for the Spirit to give them wisdom and

knowledge




Paul Prayed

* Paul prayed that God would give the Ephesians the spirit
of wisdom and of revelation.

* Revelation means “unvelling” or "uncovering’; using this




Paul Prayeo

e Human wisdom leads to seltish ambition, but God’s
wisdom leads to godly behavior — humility, peace, mercy
and love (James 3:13-17).




Paul Prayed

* \When God told Solomon he could ask for anything,
olomon asked for wisdom to be able to “discern between

good and evil” because he knew it was the most valuable
thing he could have to rule well (1 King 3:9).




Paul Prayed

* First, Paul prayed for their knowledge of Christ Himself.

* [hisisn't just kKnowing about Jesus but knowing HImM
personally, which leads to wisdom.




Paul Prayed

e Jesus is the perfect “image of the invisible God”
olossians 1:15). He is God In flesh, so if you want to
know what God would say or do in any situation, look at
Jesus.




Paul Prayeo

e Paul prayed that God would give them wisdom anad
revelation so they would know Him better.

* This was not merely knowing more tacts about God, but




Paul Prayed

* Paul then described them as "having the eyes of their
hearts enlightened.”

‘Enlightened” is passive: this was somethin d hao




Hope and Power

* Paul prayed they might know the hope and power they
had in Christ

* Ephesians 1:18-23




Hope and Power

* The hope of His calling (verse 18):

* The word for “calling” here isn’'t a calling to a career or
feeling called by God to do something.




Hope and Power

 Paul used it again later to invoke them to “live in a manner
worthy of the calling” and to talk about the unity of the
body of Christ (Ephesians 4:1, 4).




Hope and Power

 When our loved ones die, we grieve, but "not as those who
have no hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-14).

* Our hope is knowing that when we die, we will rise again to




Hope and Power

e The riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints:

e The word for “riches” means an abundance of wealth. It Is

sometimes used in Scripture to talk about physical wealth,




Hope and Power

e Paul used a word for wealth to emphasize that our
inheritance in Christ is worth far more than any wealth we
could ever have on earth.




Hope and Power

e Jesus called us to store up treasures in heaven, not on
arth (Matthew 6:19-21).

* Paul was praying we might understand just how great the




Hope and Power

 The immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who
elieve (verse 19):

 Paul added the word “Immeasurable” to "greatness’” to




Hope and Power

|t literally means "to throw beyond” the usual mark as in an
thletic competition, above and beyond or exceedingly
more.




Hope and Power

e Paul used big language to try to help us understana
omething bigger than we can really imagine. Even though
t's beyond our understanding, he still spent five more
verses elaporating on this amazing power.




Hope and Power

* His description becomes a hymn of praise to Jesus, which,
Ike his last hymn, also bullds phrase-by-phrase in glory:

e far above rule and authority, power and dominion, ana




Hope and Power

* Paul’'s description of God’s power reaches its climax in
Christ’'s universal authority. God placed all things under
Christ’s feet and gave Him as Head over all things to the

C.hurch (1:22)




Hope and Power

 When we really know and trust in this, our lives will be
different. We won't worry about the things of this world
because our treasure IS In heaven.




Hope and Power

* [t means living as kingdom people now, here on earth
Philippians 3:20). Being ambassadors of Christ’'s
kKingdom, bringing His light to this dark world (Matthew
5:10; Ephesians 5:8).
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The End of Everything

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

e \Victor Davis Hanson writes about VICTOR DAVIS HANSON

these few examples in history:.

* |n his book, he provides four




The End of Everything

* The leaders believed thelr illustrious pasts would be
enough to prevent their destruction. Alexander the Great,
Roman Scipio, Muslim Mehmet, and the Spanish
conquistador Cortés proved them wrong.




The End of Everything

* He reminds us that the same mentalities and delusions that
doomed the Thebans, Carthaginians, the Byzantines, and
the Aztecs are still with us togay.




Peak Human

* Historian Johan Norberg explains
what we can learn from the rise PE*K

HUI\‘AN

and fall of "golden ages.”

 He describes 7 of humanity's

greatest civilizations: ancient
Athens and the Roman Republic What We ‘
- Can Learn
to Renaissance ltaly, the Dutch From History's 20

Greatest

Rep u b I iC ; an d tOd ay ,S Civilizations
Anglosphere.




Peak Human

 Fach had their golden age and contributed to our world.

 Ancient Greece gave us democracy and the rule of law.




Peak Human

* He explained that he picked these civilizations because
each exemplifies what can be described as a golden age.

'S was a period of innovations that revolutionized many




Peak Human

o Of course, these empires tell. “The emperors wanted to
become popular by handing out free stutf to people.
Originally, this started small. You just handed the very poor
means of subsistence. But it was popular, so the group




Peak Human

* Norberg observed, "Romans could conqguer the world, but
they couldn’t do entitlement reform.”

* To pay for this, the Roman emperors devalued their




Peak Human

* [his sounds like our world today.

 Modern governments, including our own, make more
financial promises than they can keep. 1o pay for it, they
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