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Adopted into God’s Family

* \We have been adopted into God’s family as His heirs

e Ephesians 1:3-0




Adopted into God’s Family

* Paul packed lots of theology into this opening section,
which is really a hymn of praise.

* For those who love God, all our praise should be steeped




Adopted into God’s Family

e Paul was writing as a prisoner, in chains for the Gospel,
with his future uncertain.

* Yet, he reminded the Ephesians of God’s sovereignty over




Adopted into God’s Family

e This section of praise is an overview of the Gospel, what
God has done for us in Christ.

e But it starts even before we were created: He chose us




Adopted into God’s Family

* Even in this opening hymn of praise, before he delved into
the theological meat of the letter, Paul was already
addressing our identity in Christ, as sons (1:5).




Adopted into God’s Family

* This Greek word is unigue to only a few verses in the New
Testament, always referring to our spiritual adoption by
God (Romans 8:15; Galatians 4:5).




Adopted into God’s Family

* Adoption is one of the “spiritual blessings™ Paul had in
mind. These blessings are not primarily eartnly or material;
they are the blessings of salvation that come from God and
are ours because we are united with Christ,




Adopted into God’s Family

e Paul wrote that God has delivered us from the domain of
arkness and transterred us into the kingdom of His
beloved Son (Colossians 1:12-14).




Adopted into God’s Family

* Paul called believers to rejoice in the Lord always, not just
when circumstances were good.

* We praise HiIm all the time because He Is always good anad




Redeemed by God

* \We have been redeemed by God through the precious
blood of Christ

 Ephesians 1:7-10




Redeemed by God

* The language of redemption would have been familiar from
the Old Testament.

* (God redeemed lsrael from slavery in Egypt and made




Redeemed by God

* In Christ, we have experienced an even greater
redemption—not from physical slavery, but from slavery to
sin (Romans 6:15-18), and not through the blood of lambs,

Duittbrough theprecious.blaoad ot Christ £l Bater 1. 18-19)




Redeemed by God

 God didn't just set us free from slavery.

 He set us free to a new life as His people (Titus 2:14).




Redeemed by God

* The Psalms implored the redeemed of the Lord to “say so,’
to shout the praise of their Redeemer (Psalm 107:2).

* Paul implored the Ephesians to praise God, their




Redeemed by God

* \We have been sealed with the Spirit as a guarantee of our
iInheritance

e Ephesians 1:11-14




Redeemed by God

* Paul's point wasn't that the inheritance belonged only to
the Jewish people who tirst hoped In their Messiah.

e (Gentile believers had also been included in Christ, and




Redeemed by God

* Paul said that those Jewish believers who first hoped In

Christ were “to the praise of His glory” (1:12). Their
salvation displayed the glory of God because it was the

fulfillment of His gracious plan and promises.




Redeemed by God

* Paul then pointed ahead again to the final fultillment of our
redemption and inheritance (1:14).

* |n Corinthians, Paul explained that when we are




Redeemed by God

 Paul said the minute we believed, we were sealed by the
Holy Spirit, guaranteeing our future inheritance in Christ.

* \We don't have to worry about losing our future inheritance;




Redeemed by God

* The Holy Spirit's being with us in this life is like a down
payment on the full inheritance to come (1:14).

* The Holy Spirit's presence with us now is a foretaste of the




Redeemed by God

* \When Revelation describes the final kingdom of God, what
makes heaven so great isn't that we get mansions or pots
of gold; it's that God Is there.




Redeemed by God

* Our inheritance is ultimately eternal lite with God in His
Kingdom (Romans 8:17; Revelation 21:7).

* We will have glorified bodies and live in the new heavens
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