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Turning Away From Goo

e Turning away from God leads to desperate, despairing
situations

e 2 KINngs 6:24-31, Deuteronomy 28:52-




Turning Away From Goo

 [he Aramean army returned.

* |t could have been years later — but the kings of Israel
Jehoram) and Syria (Ben-Hadad) were still the same kings




Turning Away From Goo

 Samaria was on top of a large, insulated hill that was
Jdrrounded by a broad deep valley and high hills all
around that.




Samaria




Turning Away From God

* The text doesn't specity how long the siege against the city
lasted, but it was long enough that they ran out of food.

* |n the ancient world, cities were surrounded by walls to




Turning Away From God

 Another detall In the text shows us how their entire society
had broken down.

* People were paying exorbitant prices for a donkey’s head




Turning Away From Goo

* |t seems almost unbelievable that something like this
would happen, but God said it all the way back In
Deuteronomy.




Turning Away From God

* \When that second exodus generation, who were about to
enter the land for the first time, heard this curse In
Deuteronomy, they probably couldn’t imagine any of them
would ever do something like that.




Turning Away From God

* Tearing your clothes and wearing sackcloth were signs of
mourning, which would have been great it it meant that
Jehoram were humbling himselt and repenting of their sins
against the Lord. Instead, he was blaming God’s prophet




Turning Away From God

 How often do we do the same thing when we find
urselves in difficult situations®

* \We point fingers at everyone else but don't take the time to




Trust In the Lord

* Those who trust in the Lord will find true strength

. 2 Kings 6:31-7:2




Trust In the Lord

e Jehoram was making murderous threats, while Elisha was
simply sitting In his house with the elders sitting around
him. Before the messenger from the king even arrived,
Elisha knew he was coming and told the elders so.




Trust In the Lord

 He also asked, "Why should | wait for the Lord any
longer?” This implies that Elisha had told Jehoram to walit
on the Lord for direction about what to do.




Trust In the Lord

» Jehoram was thinking on a physical level — God isn'’t
helping us. But the narrative shows something much
deeper was going on spiritually.




Trust In the Lord

o Other places in Scripture tell us those who wait on the Lord
will renew their strength; that it is good for us to wait on the
Lord (Psalm 27:14; Isalah 40:31; Lamentations 3:25-20).




Trust In the Lord

* Elisha’s reaction Is somewhat surprising.

* \When he told the king what God was about to do, Elisha
wasn't complying with the king under pressure.




Trust In the Lord

 \When Elisha declared that fine flour would sell tor a shekel
N Samaria by the next day—a dramatic drop in price—the
captain scofted at the prophecy. Even it God opened a
window from heaven, a phrase reminiscent of the manna in




Trust In the Lord

* This moment reinforces the themes of Kings — that 1) God
'S not manipulated by human beings, 2) deliverance only
comes by God, and 3) the word of God’s true prophets is
rellable even when it seems absurd.




God Can Do the Impossible

e (50d can do the impossible

e 2. 8inag. (2320




God Can Do the Impossible

e (God alone intervened with His supernatural power.

e This is a vivid demonstration that the deliverance of Israel
did not depend on military strength, political leadership or




God Can Do the Impossible

* \We go from the perspective of prophets, elders, kings, anad
army commanders to that of four lepers sitting at the city
gate, a common place for the outcasts of society to beg
money from those entering the city.




God Can Do the Impossible

 These men who were cut off from society and felt doomead
became the unlikely instruments through which God
revealed His miraculous power.




God Can Do the Impossible

* [he lepers Initially kept the good news to themselves,
feasting and hoarding, but they soon realized they had to
share the good news.




God Can Do the Impossible

* [his passage underscores a central theological truth which
runs throughout all of Scripture: God can do the
impossible.




God Can Do the Impossible

e At the same time, this story affirms the reliability of the
orophetic word. Everything unfolded exactly as Elisha haao
declared: the timing, the abundance, and even the
judgment.




God Can Do the Impossible

* In many cases throughout the Old Testament, the word of
the prophet brought judgment, but here, his word brought
unexpected salvation. Not because the people deserved
t; the king did not repent.




God Can Do the Impossible

* This points us ahead to the gospel of Jesus Christ, a
gospel of grace, unmerited favor.

e Just as Israel was delivered by the supernatural work of







Death of Common Sense

« Common sense is part of common grace. Everyone should
have common sense, but it Isn't SO common anymore.

e Contrasts:




Death of Common Sense

e Principle #1: Time to be realistic.

* \Why are we sitting here” Many never get off the couch.




Death of Common Sense

* Principle #2: Time to be risky.

* They took a risk but approached from the outskirts.




Death of Common Sense

* Principle #3: Time to be right.

* [hey realized they were not doing right. 1They could have
concluded, “I've got mine. Go get yours.’




Death of Common Sense
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