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New Generations

* (God grows successtul ministries even more with new
generations
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New Generations

* The number of Elisha's recorded miracles does surpass
those of Elijah.

* [his should not be taken to mean that Elisha’'s ministry was




New Generations

e Elijah raised one person from the dead; Elisha raised two.

e Elisha’s first resurrection story is very similar to Elijah’s, but
the second was completely different and even more




New Generations

* The length of the famine Elisha predicted was exactly
double the length of the one Elijah had predicted (seven
years versus three and a halt).




New Generations

* All of these "doubles
theological statement.

and one triple) symbolically make a

* Elisha’s ministry wasn't better or more powerful, but his




New Generations

* Even though Elisha did double the number of miracles, the
ons of the prophets said “the spirit of Elijah rested on
Elisha” because it was the same Holy Spirit who
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New Generations

e Elisha carried on Elijah’s ministry but took it to new places
and new situations.

* The ministry and calling were still the same — preach God’s




New Generations

* Elijah’s ministry prepared the way for Elisha’'s, and all of it
was empowered only by God.

 The same is true of any ministry today. God is building His




Different People

e (50d uses different people, but it's the same spirit

e 2 Kings 2:15 and 1 Corinthians 12:4-6
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Different People

* They did things in different ways because they were
different people in different situations.

* The New Testament tells us about the body of Christ.




Different People

* Elijah’s ministry was done mostly alone, until Elisha joined
nim.

* Elijah alone announced the famine; he faced 450 prophets



Different People

e Elisha’s ministry was much more communal.

o Fifty other prophets were there when Elisha took over.




Different People

* Elisha spent a lot of his time around ordinary people and
most of his miracles addressed their practical concerns,
such as purifying water, multiplying food, healing disease,
helping a widow pay her debts, and raising the dead.




Different People

* Elisha also offered counsel to the kings of Israel but
remained untempted by political power. He confronted sin
and spoke truth in the face of persecution.




Different People

* Elisha was a different person with different gitts, but he
didn't have a different spirit; he had the same spirit, the
Holy Spirit.




Different People

* The Spirit may have empowered different people In
different ways to do different things, but the Spirit was the
same.




Different People

e The Holy Spirit also left people when they were unfaithful to
God (1 Samuel 16:14). But in the new covenant, because
of Christ’'s atoning work on the Cross, the Holy Spirit comes
to dwell inside God’s people (1 Corinthians 3:16).




Different People

* \We have different gifts, roles and responsibilities, but the

ame Spirit. Each of those different gifts works together in
the body of Christ.




Healing and Restoration

e (God reverses the curse and brings healing, restoration,
and life

e 2 Kings 2:19-22 and Joshua 6:26 and 1 Kings 16:34




Healing and Restoration

* This was a re-creation of the path the second generation of
|sraelites followed when they first entered the Holy Land for
the conqguest.




Healing and Restoration

e At Jericho, the people complained to Elisha that their water
was contaminated.

e Jericho sits near the Jordan Rift Valley, an area with heavy




Healing and Restoration

|t is near the Dead Sea, called that because no aguatic life
an live in the water due to its high salt content.

e The sea iIs landlocked with no outflow, so salts and
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Healing and Restoration

* As the elders said to Elisha, the city was strategically
located. It also looked beautiful and fertile; it was called
the “City of Palm Trees.” But the water was bad, so the
land was unfruitful.




Healing and Restoration

* Theologically, this story is interesting because when God
destroyed the city of Jericho in the first "battle” of the
conquest, Joshua pronounced a curse on whoever repuillt
t (Joshua 6:20).




Healing and Restoration

e At this point in the story, it had been rebullt within the last
20 years or so.

e Just as Joshua had prophesied, rebullding that city cost




Healing and Restoration

e At this point in the story, it had been rebullt within the last
20Not only did Hiel personally endure the curse of losing
his sons to the project, but the land was not fruitful
because of the water.




Healing and Restoration

* He could have said, "I told you not to rebuild that city!”

e But our God is the God of grace, mercy and
lovingKkindness.




Healing and Restoration

* Elisha's using salt to purify the too-salty water Is
theologically deliberate.

* [he salt didn't make the water drinkable, obviously; adding




Healing and Restoration

* (God was purifying what had been cursed by their
ovenant unfaithfulness.

* Reflecting the covenant blessings and curses of life versus




Healing and Restoration

e God can transform what is cursed into a source of
blessing.

* This miracle reflects a shitt in Elisha’s ministry compared to




Healing and Restoration

* This miracle points us back to when God healed the
waters at Marah, but it also points us ahead to Christ, who
called Himself the Living Water.

e well




Healing and Restoration

 Anyone who Is thirsty can come to Jesus and receive life —
ew, Gentile, Samaritan, anyone (lsaiah 55:1; John 3:16).

* Elisha’s healing of the waters at Jericho points ahead to
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Jericho

* [he archaeological record reveals that Ancient Jericho
was surrounded by a massive defensive system just as the
Bible describes (Joshua 2:5-7, 15; 6.5, 20).







Jericho

e Collapsed mudbrick walls have been uncovered. This is
exactly what the Bible describes—the supernatural
collapse of Jericho's walls (Joshua 6:20a).




Jericho

e A thick burn layer—up to three feet deep—was found,
showing that the city was consumed by intense fire. The
Israelites were commanded to burn the city (Joshua 6:24).




Archaeology

Joshua's Jericho

The Latest Archaeological
Evidence for the Conquest

FAITH-AFFIR M
FINDINGS

50 ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERIES THAT VALIDATE
THE HISTORICITY AND RELIABILITY OF SCRIPTURE

Bryan Windle

Foreword by Steven Collins, PhD
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