FLIJAH «= ELISHA

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



—ollow HIm

e God calls us to follow Him with our whole lives and never
l00OK back.

* 1Kings 19:19-21




—ollow HIm

* SO Elijah went and found Elisha, the son of Shaphat, who
was plowing a field with 12 yokes of oxen (24 total).

e This was indicative of substantial wealth and status In




—ollow HIm

* Elijah passed by Elisha and threw his cloak on him, a sign
of choosing him as his successor. Elijah’'s cloak was a
symbol of his prophetic authority. While the cloak was not
magic, it symbolized the power of God given to His




—ollow HIm

* Elijah’s throwing the cloak on Elisha creates a visual of
Elisha's taking on Elijah’s role.

* As a robe symbolized the authority of a king, Elijah’s cloak




—ollow HIm

* [he meaning was clear. He wasn't just asking Elisha to
follow him as his servant or a disciple; he was asking him
to take over for him.




—ollow HIm

e |n the moment, Elisha left the oxen in the field and ran atter
Elijah.

e But he asked Elijah if he could say goodbye to his parents




—ollow HIm

* Elisha didn't destroy all his family’s oxen; his intention
wasn't to make his whole family destitute. He was making a
statement about his own lite and calling.




—ollow HIm

 But he didn't just kill the oxen; he offered them as a
sacrifice to the Lord, demonstrating his commitment to
follow God’s mission for his life as a prophet.




—ollow HIm

e Elisha was celebrating his vow with his family, his
ommitment to follow God’s call on his life.

* His sacrifice points ahead to Paul’s call to all believers to




God Forgives

* (G0d forgives the repentant, but there are always
onseqguences to our sin.

+ 1Kings 21:17-19




Naboth's Vineyard

NABOTH'S
VINEYARD

Another Find of Biblical Proportions

NN
-
\\

BREAK(’POINT

October 30,2017 ' - §
e '
-' D DISCGOVERING

R

fa
»

00:00 () =




Naboth's Vineyard

 Norma Franklin (University of Haita) and Jennie Ebeling
University of Evansville) led excavation in the Jezreel
Valley and found wine presses and olive presses.




God Forgives

* Elijah was sent to Ahab to hold him accountable for killing
Naboth and taking his vineyard.

* Through Elijah, God told Ahab that in the same place




God Forgives

 But Ahab’s greeting to Elijah shows a role reversal: Instead
of Ahab and Jezebel's searching for Elijah to kill him, Elijah
‘found” Ahab to pronounce his death by God.




God Forgives

* Elijah not only prophesied Ahab’s individual death but also
the end of his dynasty. When Ahab heard that, he tore his
clothes, put on sackcloth, and tfasted, cultural expressions
of mourning, humility and repentance.




God Forgives

* His oldest son, Ahaziah, became the next king and
followed In the idolatry of his parents.

* He died after talling through the lattice of the upper room




God Forgives

* He also followed in the idolatry of his parents, and it was
uring his reign that Elijah's prophecy came true.

 He was killed by Jehu, whom Elijah had anointed to be the




KINg Jehu
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= The Black Obelis
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God Forgives

 Ahab’s repentance story shows us that the invitation to
repent and turn to God Is open to all, even the most
wicked King in history.




God Forgives

* Even though Ahab repentedq, nis sons were Killed and his
ynasty ended.

 Though God may have forgiven Ahab, the consequences




Turn to God

* When the future is uncertain, the only place to turn is to the
Lord.

* 2Kings 1




Turn to God

» After he fell through the lattice in his palace in Samaria, he
ent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub (“lord of the
flies”), the local god of Ekron, one of the five major cities of
Philistia, whether he would die




Turn to God

* God told Elijah to go meet those messengers and asked a
rhetorical question — are you going to Baal-zebub because
there’'s no god In Israel to ask?”




Turn to God

 But Ahaziah immediately knew who he was as soon as
they told him about the garment of hair and leather belt.

* The king sent a group of 50 soldiers to ask Elijah to come




Turn to God

* This is similar to God’s sending down fire on Mount
Carmel, but not exactly.

+ Both events proved Yahweh's superiority over other gods




Turn to God

also echoes

?!!
when Yahweh showed

* Elijan’s question, “Is there no god In Israel

the standoff at Mount Carmel
Himself but Baal did not.




Turn to God

* The consuming fire happened twice, but the third time, the
captain fell on his knees before Elijah and begged him to
spare their lives.




Turn to God

* At the end of his life, Ahab had repented, but his son still
worshipped false gods.

 Ahaziah knew who Elijah was.




Turn to God

* (God had proven Himself to be the one true God, so why
did Ahaziah still consult these false gods, who were no
gods at all?




Turn to God

* This story exposes a human pattern that is still painfully
familiar today:.

* People still turn to empty substitutes even when God has




Turn to God

* Elijah would ask us today: Is it because God isn’t real that
you trust money more than Him? |s it because God isn't
good that you look elsewhere for happiness? Is it because
God isn't powertul that you depend on your own strength”
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