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Transformed

e Qur mortal bodies must be transtormed to enter the
kingdom of God

e 1 Corinthians 15:50-53




Transformed

* |n the ancient world, the phrase “flesh and blood”™ was a
ommon figure of speech to reference mortals.

* The kingdom of God is an eternal kingdom, but our mortal




Transformed

* \We have discussed “inaugurated eschatology.”

* Eschatology refers to the end times; inaugurated means
that it has begun, but it is not finished.




Transtformead

e Paul said that even In this world, those of us who are In
Christ are made a “new creation
(Corinthiane bed.Z)

" on the Insigde




Transformed

e C. S. Lewis described Aslan’s Country in The Chronicles of
Narnia: “The new [Narnia| was a deeper country: every
rock and flower and blade of grass looked as if it meant




Transformed

e Our old mortal bodies simply cannot enter this
therworldly, imperishable eternal kingdom. We must be
transtormed Iinto an imperishable body to live there.




Transtormed

* This is the mystery — we will not all “sleep” (a euphemism

for death), but we will all be changed "at the last trumpet,
N a moment.




Transformed

* At the end of the age, the Day of the Lord, the dead will be
raised (1 Thessalonians 4:10).

 Some Christians will still be alive when the end of the age




Transformed

 Paul said this will happen "at the last trumpet.

* [he trumpet was used In ancient Israel to announce war
but also to call the people to assemble for worship, prayer




Transtformead

e Jesus also described His Second Coming as His coming
on the clouds like the Son of Man in Daniel’s vision, with a
loud trumpet call, gathering His elect from the four winds

Matthew 24:.31).




Death i1s Conquered

e Through Jesus, sin loses its power because death IS
onqguered

e 1 Corinthians 15:54-57




Death i1s Conquered

* He framed this victory through the fulfillment of Scripture
|salah 25:8; Hosea 13:14).

* |salah was describing the final Messianic banquet in the




Death i1s Conquered

* The Hebrew word for “swallow up” carries the connotation
of sudden and total destruction, like being engulfed in
HEINES




Death i1s Conquered

e Sinis the “sting” of death. The Greek word literally means
the sting of a bee, scorpion, or locust that can cause
death.




Death i1s Conquered

* The "sting” Is the lethal weapon that causes death.

* [his language shows us that death is not merely a natural
s the consequence of sin.

process; |t




Death i1s Conquered

e Since the Fall, with a few exceptions of those who were
aken up by God, every human being has experienced the
same end to this life.




Death i1s Conquered

 When Paul added that “the power of sin is the law,” he was
not saying the law itselt is sinful or evil but that the law
exposes sin because it shows us what Is right and wrong.




Death i1s Conquered

* But then Paul proclaimed the Gospel of the victory of
Jesus Christ. This victory is not achieved by our moral
effort, law-keeping, or theological knowledge.




Death i1s Conquered

 \When we accept Christ, we are made a new creation In
Him (2 Corinthians 5:17).

* WWe are given a new heart. His Spirit dwells in us




Death i1s Conquered

* The period between — our Christian life on earth — is a
process of sanctification, being made more like Jesus
every day (2 Corinthians 3:18).




Death i1s Conquered

* [he Resurrection gives Uus a mission and a purpose

o LLarnthians. 108




Death i1s Conquered

e Four truths of the Resurrection:

- Christ has been raised from the dead (vv. 1-11, 20).




Death i1s Conquered

* This means we can stand firm on the promises of God.

* \We can stand firm when Satan attacks (Ephesians 6:10-
18). We will not be blown around by the world, by




Death i1s Conquered

e Paul reassured the Corinthians that because of the

Resurrection, they could give themselves fully to the work
of the Lord.




Death i1s Conquered

* Paul said earlier in Corinthians that the Church is building
the temple of God together, each of us laying our own
‘living stone” on the foundations of the apostles and the
cornerstone of Christ (1 Peter 2:4-5).




Death i1s Conquered

* The Resurrection guarantees that nothing done for Christ is
wasted. If there were no Resurrection, Christian suftering
and obedience would be meaningless (verses 14, 32).
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Military Success

e During the 1991 Operation Desert Storm against Irag’s
Saddam Hussein, a campaign that is widely considered a
brilliant military success, the Us-led coalition lost 75

alrcraft, 42 of them in combat.




Military Success

* In the months leading up to the second Iraqg war, the
George W. Bush administration made a case based on
erroneous information that Saddam Hussein possessed
weapons of mass destruction.




Military Success

o U.S.-Israeli forces neutralized roughly 40 senior Iranian
leadership figures in the opening salvos of the war.

* The Iranian air force is gone. Most of Iran’s air and missile




Arab Coalition

* The Bush administration had little support from Arab
nations during the 2003 invasion of lrag and its aftermath.

Saudi Arabia’s de facto leader, Crown

* [he liImes reports,




Christians in Iran

e Numbers: The Christian Institute and Hudson Institute,

suggest the number of Christians could be over 1 million,
some sources estimating up to 3 million secret believers.




Strait of Hormuz

refineries

ana terminais

Shallow waters force
ships into narrow lanes
that can be mined

and easily targeted.

High terrain
offers line of sight

' for firing missiles.
Shallow ‘

waters

e B

Islands can serve
as missile
“launch sites.




L ong lerm Impact

e Qll - supply lost of approximately 11 million barrels/day,
[EA Chief - that will be more than the 1970s oil shocks

 Qil price is more than $100/barrel (high of $126/barrel).




