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Heavenly Bodies

* QOur earthly bodies are just a seed of our heavenly bodies

e 1 Corinthians 15:35-41




Heavenly Bodies

* Opening with “someone will ask”™ shows us that these
questions aren’t necessarily ones the Corinthians had
asked but ones Paul may have heard from other people.




Heavenly Bodies

* Paul's answer about the seed’s having to die shows us that
the question wasn't just about the type of body we will
have In when Jesus returns.




Heavenly Bodies

 What if the body were decapitated, completely burned, or
therwise severely damaged?

* |[n their mind, these examples “proved” that resurrection




Heavenly Bodies

* Paul responded by using a seed as an analogy.

* A seed has to “die” to “"come to life” as a plant.




Heavenly Bodies

* [he seed and the plant are connected to one another, but
they are not the same thing.

* The plant is the full, complete outgrowth of the seed.




Heavenly Bodies

* Paul described the heavenly body as radically transtormed
from the earthly body.

* The earthly body is just a “seed” of the heavenly body




Heavenly Bodies

o Our heavenly bodies will still be us; they will be
recognizable to our friends and family. But they will not be
just like our earthly bodies.




Heavenly Bodies

 Paul used another comparison to explain. There are
different kinds of “flesh” for different creatures on earth —
human, birds, animals, fish.




Resurrection Boay

* The resurrection body is imperishable, powerful, and
honorable

e 1 Corinthians 15:42-44




Resurrection Body

 The "So it is” Iin verse 42 is the crucial hinge phrase that
onnects the analogies to the application.

* Paul was not introducing a new, contradictory idea.




Resurrection Body

* [he repeated phrases “it is sown ... it Is raised,” show

continuity of identity.

* |t's the same person, but in different modes of existence.




Resurrection Body

* Perishable to imperishable — This first one is simple. We go

from mortal to iImmortal, from a form that can die to a form
that cannot die.




Resurrection Body

e Dishonor to glory—TIhis isn't to say the earthly body Is evil
or wrong. This isn't a moral or sinful kind of “dishonor.”

e Death subjects the body to "humiliation” — decay,




Resurrection Body

 Weakness to power — We see the same mortality-to-
immortality In this phrase.

* The earthly body is weak because it can die.




Resurrection Boay

* Natural to spiritual — This doesn't mean physical versus

non-physical; it's about what governs or empowers the
body. Ihe word "natural” Is psyche — the soul or mind, so
t's not just the flesh. The word “spiritual” iIs pneuma, the




Fternal Bodles

e Qur eternal, glorified bodies have the Spirit of (God

e 1 Corinthians 15:45-49




Fternal Bodles

* The resurrected body is part of the new creation.

* Paul used the same language of "natural” body versus
“spiritual” body to contrast Adam and Jesus.




Fternal Bodles

 \When we are made new creations in Christ, then the Holy
pirit dwells in us (Ezekiel 36:27; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 2
Corinthians 5:17).




Fternal Bodies

e [he contrast between “those who are of the dust” and
‘those who are of heaven” reminds us of the distinction
between our bodies now and our resurrected bodies that
arevelbliocome.




Fternal Bodles

* This reflects the process of sanctification in our lives.

 We are born once Iin the natural body but born again in
Christ when He puts His Spirit within our natural earthly




Fternal Bodles

e Then the Spirit works in us throughout our lives to grow our
iINnner person into His Image with ever increasing glory

Corinthians 3:18).
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Same But Different

e Qur Resurrection Bodies Will Be the Same But Different.

e Verses 36-38: "What you sow does not come to litfe unless
it dies. When you sow, you do not plant the body that will




Same But Different

e Qur resurrection bodies will be of the same nature as our
urrent bodies. The substance and essence of them will
be the same. When you plant beans you don't get corn.

* Our resurrection bodies will be superior to our current



Resurrection Bodies

» 1. Our resurrection bodies will be incapable of dying.

* Right now, we're subject to death at any moment. Our
‘bodies here are perishing. They die.




Resurrection Bodies

e Romans 6:8-11: “Now If we died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with Hm. For we know that since
Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die again;

death no longer has mastery over Him. The death he died,




Resurrection Bodies

e 2. Our resurrection bodies will be incapable of pain and
lears.

* Right now, we're subject to terrible pain. Some of our pain




Resurrection Bodies

* Revelation 21:4 says: "He will wipe every tear from their
eyes. Ihere will be no more death or mourning or crying
or pain, for the old order of thing has passed away."




Resurrection Bodies

e 3. Our resurrection bodies will be physical and real and
orporal and recognizable.

e L ook at Luke 24:36-43, an event that took place on the day




Resurrection Bodies

e 4. Qur resurrection bodies may have extra-dimensional
alities.

e (Going back to Luke 24, verses 30-31 say: When He was at




Resurrection Bodies

e 5. Our resurrection bodies will be in the prime of life.

 Many theologians have taught that in terms of the
spectrum of apparent age, we'll all appear to be perhaps




Resurrection Bodies

* 6. Our racial and gender identities will probably continue
INto heaven.

* | believe If you're a man on earth, you'll be a man in




Resurrection Bodies

* Revelation 5:9: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to
open Its seals, because you were slain, and with your
blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and
language and people and nation.’




Resurrection Bodies

e /. We may have a luminescent quality to us.

* Do you remember what Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15 about
the glory of the heavenly bodies being different from those




Resurrection Bodies

e |n Exodus 34, Moses spent time with the Lord ana
omething unusual happened to him.

e | ook at verse 29: “When Moses came down from Mount
he coven




Resurrection Bodies

e | ook at Luke 9:28-30, which also features Moses:

* "About eight days after Jesus said this, He took Peter,
John, and James with Him and went up onto a mountain to




Resurrection Bodies

e \When we see Jesus after His ascension, His face Is as
brillilant as the sunshine. In Acts 9, Saul of Tarsus saw him
and was blinded by the experience.

Saw a

vision of the enthroned
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Resurrection Bodies

e Daniel 12:3 says about the resurrected saints: “...those
who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens.’
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Resurrection Bodies




