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Without the Resurrection

* Without the Resurrection, our whole belief system is talse,
futile and tragic.

e 1 Corinthians 15:12-19




Without the Resurrection

* [he Pharisees were experts In the Law who emphasized

areful obedience to the law; their influence shaped
rabbinic Judaism.




Without the Resurrection

 Ihe Zealots were a revolutionary group who believed that

Israel’s faithfulness required violent resistance to Roman
rule.




Without the Resurrection

 [he Essenes were a separatist community who withdrew

from mainstream society to live in communes in the
wilderness to pursue purity and righteousness.




Without the Resurrection

» Hellenistic Jews were Jews who had integrated into Greek
soclety while maintaining faithfulness to Judaism.

* They also emphasized an immortality of the soul instead of




Without the Resurrection

 The Sadducees were a priestly aristocratic group centered

on the Jerusalem temple who only held the Torah as

sacred and rejected any beliefs not explicitly found in the
Torah.




Without the Resurrection

* Most of the Corinthian church were Gentiles, so their
skepticism about resurrection came from Greek
ohilosophy, which taught gnostic dualism.




Without the Resurrection

* Paul explained to the Corinthians that you can'’t believe in
the Gospel of Jesus and not believe Iin a future bodily
resurrection of the dead.




Without the Resurrection

* Paul reminded them that the Gospel they had received
oroclaimed that Christ was raised from the dead.

* He then used the rhetoric technigue developed by ancient




Without the Resurrection

* He took the claim “there is no resurrection of the
dead” (verse 12) and followed it to its logical conclusion,
which has absurd, unacceptable results.




Without the Resurrection

If there Is no resurrection of the dead

then Christ has not been raised

then our preaching and your faith is in vain
then we are misrepresenting God




Without the Resurrection

* |[f there is no resurrection of the dead, then the rest of the
world should teel sorry tor Christians because that means
we are putting our faith in something that has no eternal
hope.




Without the Resurrection

* The Resurrection of Christ is directly related to the work He
accomplished on the Cross.

* Denying the Resurrection is to deny the efficacy of the




Christ's Resurrection

o Christ’s Resurrection guarantees our future resurrection.

e 1 Corinthians 15:20-28




Christ's Resurrection

* Paul described our salvation and the coming of the
kingdom of God as a multi-step process, a theology called
‘Inaugurated eschatology.”




Christ's Resurrection

* Paul described Christ’s Resurrection as the “firstfruits.’
Old Testament law, the firstfruits were the first part of the
harvest that were offered to God, symbolizing the
dedication of the entire harvest to God (Leviticus 23:9-14).




Christ's Resurrection

» Jesus was the “firstfruits” of the "harvest” of humanity.

 He was resurrected first, guaranteeing the future
‘resurrection of all those who trust in Him.




Christ's Resurrection

* Paul explained that just as death came through one man
Adam), so lite comes through one man (Jesus) (verses
21-22).




Christ's Resurrection

* This is the resurrection of the dead at the end of the age
taught by the Pharisees, but Paul explained that It IS
accomplished through Christ.




Christ's Resurrection

* The kingdom of God Is already here. Christ is reigning now

in the hearts of His people and in their communities, the
ChLiech,




Christ's Resurrection

* That will happen at His Second Coming.

* Death Is defeated but not gone.




Christ's Resurrection

* One day, all things will be made new, and there will be no
more evil, mourning or pain (Revelation 21:4).

* |n that final consummation, all things will be subjected to




Not Belleving In the Resurrection

* Not believing In the Resurrection means you don't really
know (od.

e 1 Corinthians 15:29-34




Not Belleving In the Resurrection

If the dead are not raised, then ...

Why baptize for the dead”




Not Belleving In the Resurrection

* Paul's phrase “baptize on behalf of the dead” (verse 29
has been much debated among scholars and theologians.

e This phrase reflects Corinthian behavior, not apostolic




Not Belleving In the Resurrection

* In Romans, Paul used the imagery of baptism to say that if
we die with Christ, we will also live with Him (Romans 6:1-
14).




Not Belleving In the Resurrection

 But Acts is very clear that there is a major difference
between the baptism into Christ and the baptism of John
Acts 825




Not Belleving In the Resurrection

* Paul also rightly explained that the apostles wouldn't risk
losing their lives if there were no hope of the Resurrection.
f this life were all there was, they would try to live as long
as possible.




Not Belleving In the Resurrection

* There were similar hedonistic sayings in Greek philosophy,
pbut this Is a quote from |saiah, when God called His
people to repentance, but they responded with this
ohrase, so God said their sin would not be atoned (Isaiah




Not Belleving In the Resurrection

* [o deny the Resurrection meant they didn't understand
why Jesus came, His kingdom, or the Gospel. Which
meant they didn't really know God.







ran War and Jewish lemple

He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’
In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put an end to
sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he




ran War and Jewish lemple

Jesus affirms this in Matthew 24: “So when you see
standing In the holy place ‘the abomination that
causes desolation,” spoken of through the prophet




Hindrances to the lemple

* Al Agsa Mosque, Dome of the Rock

e Arab nations
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lran andg Israel

e Could the Abraham Accords become the Abraham
Alllance?

+ Would a compromise gesture allow lsrael to build a Temple




s Trump Our Cyrus? The Old Testament Case for Yes and No

DANIEL BLOCK

Christians’ eagerness to understand God’s will in real time can cause them to overlook fundamental biblical and divine principles.

CHRISTIANITY TODAY
OCTOBER 29, 2018 SHARE Vv




Cyrus Prophecy

Cyrus prophesy “who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my
shepherd and will accomplish all that | please; he
ot lenanier LSt be byl dad obine




Cyrus Fulfillment

Cyrus fulfillment “In the first year of King Cyrus, the
king iIssued a decree concerning the temple of God
in Jerusalem: Let the temple be rebuilt as a place




| want to tell you that the Jewish people have a long
memory, so we remember the proclamation of the great
king, Cyrus the Great, the Persian king 2,500 years
ago. He proclaimed that the Jewish exiles in Babylon
could come back and rebuild our Temple in Jerusalem.




"We remember 70 years ago, President Harry S.
Truman was the first leader to recognize the Jewish
state. And we remember how a few weeks ago,
President Donald J. Trump recognized Jerusalem as
Israel’'s capital. Mr. President, this will be remembered




Trump earns fresh
comparisons to Cyrus the
Great as last living hostages
return home

Knesset speaker hails the US president ‘as a giant of Jewish history’; he
was first compared to the ancient Persian ruler in 2018 for moving the
American Embassy to Jerusalem

By ANDREW LAPIN
14 October 2025, 5:58 am

US President Donald Trump addresses Israeli lawmakers at the Knesset, as Speaker Amir Ohana applauds,
October 13, 2025, in Jerusalem. (Jalaa Marey/Pool Photo via AP)




Cyrus and Netanyahu




-schatology

* The Muslim eschatology is a photographic negative of
biblical eschatology.

 Muslim eschatology, especially the Twelvers of Shia Islam,




The 12th Imam - The Mahdai
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Muslim Escnhatology

Many Muslims Believe That Donald Trum 1
Is The Islamic Version Of The Antichrist (The
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