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THE STORY

OF JESUS
"IN THE

GOSPEL

OF MARK




Marriage and Family

* (God values marriage, children and family

 Mark 10:1-16




Marriage and Family

* [he oldest living male in a housenold had autocratic
authority over his family.

e Most household codes stressed absolute submission of




Marriage and Family

e \When the Pharisees asked Jesus about divorce, the text
says they did this to test Him.

o Several topics could be tricky, ones they knew would put




Marriage and Family

 |f He said yes to divorce, He would have to explain God'’s
trong words in Malachi.

* |t says that divorce covers the Lord's altar with tears, that




Marriage and Family

e [he Jewish attitude towards divorce at the time can be
seen in the Talmud (compiled years after Jesus).

* [he lalmud says only men could choose divorce,




Marriage and Family

e Jesus answered their guestion with a question — What did
Moses command you?

otice He said “"command,” but they answered with what




Marriage and Family

* By asking this way, Jesus was forcing them to say that
Moses only allowed divorce. Jesus could not be tricked.

* Divorce is not God’s design, and He went all the way back




Marriage and Family

 When they were alone, the disciples asked again, and
Jesus said anyone who divorces his wife and marries
another commits adultery.




Marriage and Family

* With this language, Jesus was giving women a value they
didn’t have in the Talmud.

* |n their culture, a divorced woman had no way to provide




Marriage and Family

* From the beginning, God’s plan was one man and one
woman, joined together for life.

o Scripture provides two exceptions for divorce: adultery




Marriage and Family

e Jesus words about children also gave them value they
didn't have in Greco-Roman culture at the time.

* |n the paterfamilias, children were considered property,




Marriage and Family

e But In Judaism, children were seen as the hope of the
future.

* Parents were commanded to protect, nurture, and teach




Humility and Servanthood

* (God values humility, generosity and servanthood

e Mark 10:17-45




Humility and Servanthood

e Jesus responded with an ironic statement, considering He
s God — Why do you call me good” No one but God is
good.




Humility and Servanthood

* But Scripture tells us that no one is good because we all
fall short of the perfection of God (Romans 3:23; Psalm
14:3). Jesus sald the man already knew the law, listing six
of the Ten Commandments that relate to how we treat




Humility and Servanthood

* [he text tells us two things Jesus did: He looked at him
— He saw who he really was, beyond the good exterior, and
He loved HIm — even though he wasn't good, as He
does all of us.




Humility and Servanthood

 When the rich man went away disheartened, Jesus told the
disciples that without God, it is impossible for those who
have wealth to enter the kingdom.




Humility and Servanthood

* Having wealth is not inherently wrong, but it can easily
become a god for us because the love of money (not
money Itself) is the root of all kinds of evil (1 Timothy 6:10).




Humility and Servanthood

* |[n the previous chapter, the disciples had argued over who
was the greatest”

e Jesus had told them if they wanted to be the greatest In




Faith and lrust

e God values faith and trust in Him

46-02

e Mark 10




Faith and lrust

e Bartimaeus meant “son of the unclean,” pointing to the
ancient belief that people were born with disabilities such
as blindness because of some sin of their parents.




Faith and lrust

e [he world called Bartimaeus “unclean,” but Jesus saw In
nNim a pure heart.

* When Jesus restored his sight, the text says, Bartimaeus




Faith and lrust

* These stories show us again how God’s kingdom is upside
down from the world.

- Instead of hoarding wealth for ourselves, Jesus calls us




Faith and lrust

 He promised that in the end, the last shall be first.

* \WWe shall recelve the greatest inheritance we can ever
imagine. It will be worth it in the enad
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