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THE STORY

OF JESUS
"IN THE

GOSPEL

OF MARK




No Perfect Faith

* None of us has perfect taith

e Mark 9:14-29




No Perfect Faith

* [he scribes doubted He was Messian; the disciples were
onfused about what His being the Messiah meant
crowd was amazed at Him.

but the




No Pertect Faith

* The father described the demon — it made his son mute
and caused seizures. He fell to the ground, grinded his
teeth and foamed at the mouth, then his body went rigid.




No Perfect Faith

 The man asked Jesus, “If you can do anything,” and Jesus
responded, “If you can!” How could you use the word “it"?

» Jesus responded that all things are possible for those who




No Perfect Faith

* The disciples had shown a lack of faith so many times up
to this point.

Iblical definition of faith is not just about our intellectual




No Perfect Faith

* The man responded with a unigue and beautifully human
statement — | believe; help my unbelief!”
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No Perfect Faith

e [t was a very raw, very humble statement, and Jesus
immediately healed his son.

e Jesus said faith the size of a mustard seed can move




No Perfect Faith

* \When the demon left his body, he was limp as If dead, but
Jesus took him by the hand and “lifted him up,” and "he
arose,” another instance of Mark using language that

Bidid)

points to resurrection (Mark 2:12




Opposite of the World

» Greatness in the kingdom is the opposite of the world

e Mark 9:30-37




Opposite of the World

e Jesus asked what they had been discussing among
themselves along the way.

* Ihey didn't answer because they had been arguing about




Opposite of the World

e Calling over the Twelve implies there were other disciples
from His wider circle around, too, but He was specitically
speaking to the Twelve (HIs chosen ones).




Opposite of the World

* [his Is why they were arguing about who was the greatest
among them.

* [hey were Imagining who would hold what rank in the




Opposite of the World

* |n response, Jesus told them that in His kingdom, the idea
of "greatest” Is different than the way the world thinks of it.

* |n HIsS Kingdom, whoever wants to be the greatest must be




Opposite of the World

* Children were considered the property of their tathers.

* But Jesus took this child into His arms as a shepherd
‘cares for a lamb.




Opposite of the World

e “Greatness” in the kingdom of God is upside-down from
the world. It's about humility, not pride; serving, not being
served.




Build Up One Another

e Disciples are supposed to build one another up

* Mark 9:38-50




Build Up One Another

* Jesus told them not to stop others from doing mighty works
N HIS hame.
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Build Up One Another

» Jesus said whoever even gave the disciples a cup of
water because of Him was part of their team and would
recelve their reward in heaven.




Millstone
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Build Up One Another

* The word Jesus used here actually refers to a larger stone
that was so heavy, it would take a donkey to pull it.

e |n Jewish culture, death without a burial (like this) was




Build Up One Another

» Jesus continued with His intense imagery — if your hand,
foot, or eye causes you to sin, cut it off.

* |n the ancient world, it was routine punishment to cut off a




Build Up One Another

o But Scripture tells us that when we are resurrected, we will
rise with perfected bodies, and we will be changed in an
instant (1 Corinthians 15).




Build Up One Another

 He had just finished teaching them that it's the inside that
matters when it comes to righteousness (Mark 7:20-23).

» Jesus was saying to cut anything out of your lite that




Build Up One Another

* |n the next section Jesus talks about salt and fire while
connected it to the idea of keeping ourselves from sin.

* The line about being “salted” with fire makes a transition




Build Up One Another

e Salt not only adds flavor, but it also preserves tood.
protects food from rotting.

* This is one of our roles in the world — to protect people




Build Up One Another

* All of this iIs connected to Jesus’ teaching on faith and
greatness in the kingdom.

e Jesus was telling them to quit arguing about who was the




Build Up One Another

* They were the body of Christ; they were the kingdom of
God; they were the salt of the earth.

* As the Church, they were called to keep one another in the
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IF YOU CAN BELIEVE,

ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE
TO HIM WHO BELIEVES.

~ MARK 9:23 ~ * |



