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THE STORY

OF JESUS
"IN THE

GOSPEL

OF MARK




No One Understood Jesus

 No one understood who Jesus was, not even His disciples
 March 8:11-16
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No One Understood Jesus

* Despite all the miracles Jesus had done and all His
amazing teaching, they were still asking for a sign.

|t they didn't believe the signs and wonders He had




No One Understood Jesus

* But “this generation” points to the fact that God had given
His people prophecies hundreds of years before.

* The Pharisees, of all people, knowing the Old Testament




No One Understood Jesus

e Jesus speaking in metaphor, said to beware the “leaven”
of the Pharisees and Herod.

* |n the ancient world, leaven was a common metaphor for a




No One Understood Jesus

* They brought Him a blind man and begged Him to touch
him Jesus spit on his eyes and touched them.

e But it took two times for the man to be fully healed. This is




No One Understood Jesus

* He had just said to them, "Having eyes do you not
see”” (verse 18).

* At this point, the disciples weren't totally spiritually blind,




Selt-Sacrifice and Service

* Following Jesus is a life of selt-sacrifice and service

e Mark 8:27-38







Selt-Sacrifice and Service

 Some said John the Baptist, which didn't make a lot of
ense (both were alive at the same time).

e Others said Elijah, whom they expected to return before




Self-Sacrifice and Service

e Jesus asked what His disciples said, and Peter answered,
“You are the Christ.” Christ is the Greek word for Messiah,

All priests and kings were

N Israel, but Peter didn't jJust mean any

which means "anointed one.’
‘anointed ones”




Self-Sacrifice and Service

e Jesus began to teach them that the “Son of Man” must
uffer, be killed, and rise again, and Peter took Him aside
and rebuked Him. This description of suffering and dying
did not fit Peter’'s image of Messiah.




Self-Sacrifice and Service

* The prophecy that describes the Suffering Servant who Is
plerced for our transgressions does not explicitly call that
figure either Messiah or Son of Man (Isaiah 53).




Selt-Sacrifice and Service

 WWhat they didn't understand was that Jesus coming would
oe a two-part process.

* The first coming was as the Suffering Servant, where He




Selt-Sacrifice and Service

e Jesus explained further: His mission was one of sacrifice,
iterally losing His lite.

* |f they wanted to be His disciples, which meant to follow




Self-Sacrifice and Service

* [he disciples envisioned Jesus overthrowing Rome and
establishing His kKingdom — a kingdom on eartn, in Israel —
with them as His leadership team.




The Transfiguration

e The Transtiguration: Jesus is (God incarnate

e Mark 9:1-13




The Transfiguration

* He took Peter, James, and John with Him to the top of a
nigh mountain.

* [here were several times He took only them with HIm to




The Transfiguration

* \When God appears in a visible manitestation, it is called a
theophany (Greek: "God” and “to appear”).

e Old Testament theophanies typically occurred on the top of




The Transfiguration

e But this theophany manitestation wasn't a burning bush,
cloud or lightning but Jesus Himself.

* This reiterates the theology of the incarnation — Jesus is




The Transfiguration

* His glory was shown In His clothes, which were “intensely
white, as no one on earth could bleach them.”

* \White is the color of purity, holiness and righteousness. But




The Transfiguration

* (God the Father’s voice coming from the cloud said the
ame thing He had said at Jesus' baptism, "This is my
beloved Son,” but this time, He added “Listen to Him!”




The Transfiguration

* As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus told them
to tell no one until He had risen from the dead, which they
still didn't understand (verse 10).




[.essons from
Thanksgiving



|_essons from Thanksgiving

e Spiritual Lessons
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Rellgious Freedom

* The Pilgrims valued their religious freedom and were
willing to endure hardship in order to come to this country
and freely worship.




Rellgious Freedom

* In 1606 William Brewster led a group of Separatists to
Leiden (In the Netherlands) to escape religious
persecution in Englanda.




Rellgious Freedom

‘Last and not least, they cherished a great hope and inwaro
zeal, or at least of making some way towards it, for the
propagation and advance of the gospel of the kingdom of
Christ in the remote parts of the world, even though they




Religious Liberty Today

 Coach Joe Kennedy - Bremerton School District

e Gerald Groff - U.S. Postal Service
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Maytlower Compact

* The Maytlower Compact was the first great constitutional
document and is often called “The American Covenant.’
set forth principles of self-government for the first time
more than 150 years before our U.S. Constitution.




Politics and the Constitution Today

The Constitution Is Broken

and Should Not Be Reclaimed

Aug. 19, 2022
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Politics and the Constitution Today

* Abolish the Electoral College

e Expand the Supreme Court and Term Limits







Collective System

o After the first year, the colony foundered because of the
ollective economic system.

+ Setilers worked only for the joint partnership and were fed




Free Market System

* Willlam Bradford, seeing the failure of communal farming,
instituted what today would be called free enterprise
INnnovations.




Socialism Today

Image of Capitalism Slips to 54% in
U.S.

Perceptions of socialism remain steady at 39% positive




Socialism Today

» According to the latest Gallup poll, approximately 39% of
Americans have a positive view of socialism.

e Support for socialism is much higher among Democrats
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