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THE STORY

OF JESUS
"IN THE

GOSPEL

OF MARK




Kingdom of God

 Mark 1:14-15

 Mark tells us Jesus began His public ministry after John
was arrested, but he doesn't tell us why John was arrested




Kingdom of God

e At this point, Herod the Great, who ruled Judea when
Jesus was born, was dead, and his sons ruled difterent
parts of his kingdom.




Kingdom of God

e In OT law, it was forbidden to marry your brother’s wife
Leviticus 20:21) except In the case of Levirate marriage,
when a man had to marry his brother's wite if his brother
died without a son to care for her and carry on the




Kingdom of God

* \Who were the Hasmonean dynasty”? In the Old Testament,
God said only a son of David would rule in Israel.

* \When Israel split into north and south after Solomon (~ 926




Kingdom of God

* Persia was taken over by Greece in 333 BC.

* In 166 BC, the Jews revolted against the Greek emperor
Antiochus IV Epiphanes.




Kingdom of God

 The Maccabees (the Jewish family who led the revolt
established the Hasmonean dynasty and ruled Judah from
140 BC to 37 BC, when Judea was made a Roman client
state and Mark Antony appointed Herod the Great, an




Kingdom of God

* Eventually Herod felt threatened by Mariamne and had her
and both their sons, Alexander and Aristobulus (Herodias's
father), executed.




Kingdom of God

 \When Herod died, his kingdom was split between his other
three sons.

e Decades later, Herodias wanted to return to Judea where




~ OTHER WIVES

Herod the Great
Governor of Galilee (r. 47-37 B.C.E))
King of the Jews (r. 37-4 B.C.E.)

Herod the Great’s Family Tree

Malthace
the Samaritan

Herod Antipas W Herod Archelaus |

2nd husband of Heradias

Mariamne ||
of Jerusalem

Herod Philip
1st husband of Herodias

Cleopatra

of Jerusalem (not Egypt) |

.,;

Philip the Tetrarch




Kingdom of God

e [his is the political chaos into which John the Baptist came
preaching the coming of Messiah.

* Herodias and Herod Antipas were threatened by John's




Kingdom of God

* [hey were also threatened by his preaching that Messiah

was coming, the true rightful heir to the throne, a son of
David.




Kingdom of God

* This is why John had been arrested before Jesus even
began preaching.

* The ministry of Jesus was so much bigger than human




Kingdom of God

* |n His preaching, Jesus was reframing their understanding
of the kingdom of God.

* It wasn't about who was on the pnysical throne in Judan In




Kingdom of God

* But He also didn't come just to reconcile individual people
to God. That's why He preached the Gospel of the
kingdom, not just repentance and faith.

alvation but also
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Disciplesnip

e Mark 1:16—-20

» After He announced the kingdom, Jesus went straight to
‘calling His first disciples. He started with two pairs of




Disciplesnip

* Walking by the sea, Jesus saw Simon and Andrew and
sald, “'Follow me, and | will make you become fishers of

men, and iImmediately they left their nets and followed
Him.” Then He called James and John, and they




Disciplesnip

* John said Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist, had
heard Jesus speak, and told Peter He was the Messiah
John 1:35-42), but we get none of those detalls here.
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* Whether they had heard about or met H




Disciplesnip

* They didn't worry about how they would provide for
themselves or how their families would survive when they
were gone.




Disciplesnip

* They left their fishing businesses behind, but Jesus tolo
them they would become “fishers of men.” Luke added
more detail, that Jesus gave Simon a miraculous catch of
fish before He told him they would become fishers of men.




Disciplesnip

* |t's significant that Jesus called fishermen as His first
disciples, not because they bring anything to the table but
because they don't.




Disciplesnip

* [he men Jesus called were already working in their trade,
soO they had not been selected to continue studying to
become rabbis.

of




Disciplesnip

* That Jesus chose these ordinary, very flawed men shows
us that following Jesus isn'’t reserved just for the cream of
the crop.




Disciplesnip

* These ordinary guys dropped everything and followed
shows us that discipleship isn't an ordinary life.

e Discipleship isn't jJust saying the sinner's prayer to get your




Divine Authority

 Mark 1:21-28

* |n only 20 verses, Jesus has been moving quickly.




Divine Authority

* |t was common for a traveling rabbi to teach in the
ynagogue.

* The people of Capernaum would have welcomed Jesus’




Divine Authority

* Any scribe or teacher who sat in this chair was considerea
to be speaking with authority, just as Moses did when he
judged the people (Exodus 18:13).







Divine Authority

e Jesus Immeadiately cast out a demon, which showed His
authority over the supernatural realm.

* The evil spirit knew who He was — the Holy One of God —




Divine Authority

* From the beginning of his Gospel, Mark was establishing
the authority of Jesus and a proper understand of the
Gospel of the kingdom of God.




Divine Authority

* |[t's even more than just to get you to believe In Jesus. HIS
goal Is to get you to follow Jesus.

* o lay your lite down to Him as king.




Divine Authority

* [he people In this story responded with amazement at
Jesus’ teaching and His power.

 Mark wanted this to be our response, too. But just thinking




Divine Authority

 Mark’s Gospel has a sense of urgency.

* Not Just because Jesus may come back soon, but
because every minute we don't choose to follow Jesus is a
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