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OF MARK




John the Baptist prepared the way

1-8: Isalah 40:1-9: Malachi 3:1-7

e Mark 1

 Mark opened his Gospel with the preaching of John the

Baptist.

R
YAk S T

55
s

AR




John the Baptist prepared the way

* |salah preached before the Exile, covering a very long
eriod (739-681 BC).

* He preached to both kingdoms: Israel (North) before,
after the

‘and




John the Baptist prepared the way

 Many of these prophecies have both a near-future
fulfilment in Israel’s history and a tar-future fulfillment in the
essiah.




John the Baptist prepared the way

 Mark showed us the long-term fulfillment in Jesus; our sins
have been paid for (this is the Gospel or “good news”),
Jesus is “God with us,” and following Jesus makes our
paths straight (Proverbs 3:5-0).




John the Baptist prepared the way

 Malachi ("my messenger”) was the last prophet of the Old
Testament, after the people had come back from Exile.

* His book ends by saying God would send “the prophet
of the




John the Baptist prepared the way

* In the verse Mark quoted, God said He would send "my
messenger’ to prepare the way before His arrival.

 When He came, He would refine His people (Malachi 3:3




John the Baptist prepared the way

* John the Baptist wore the same clothing as Elijah, a
arment of hair and a leather belt (2 King 1

 He came in the spirit and power of Elijah (Luke 1:17) and




John the Baptist prepared the way

* Eating these two particular things symbolized God’s
redemption. Both the law and prophets said if the people
disobeyed, locusts would eat their crops (Exodus 10:14-
15; Deuteronomy 28:38:; Joel 1-2), but John flipped that
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John the Baptist prepared the way

* |n the ancient world, when a king planned to visit a city, the
custom was to build or prepare a road for him and his
entourage, to make the path as straight and level as
possible so it was easier for them to travel.




John the Baptist prepared the way

e Baptism symbolized being washed from sin and a new
pbirth into the family of God.

+ But John the Baptist wasn't baptizing proselytes (Gentiles




John the Baptist prepared the way

e Jo prepare the way for the Gospel, John helped the Jews
understand that they weren't saved based on their
heritage.




John the Baptist prepared the way

* The messages and ministries of John and Jesus weren't
exactly the same; John made that clear.

* He baptized with water, but Jesus would baptize with the




John the Baptist prepared the way

* |t is in Christ that we can be born again from above (John
3:1-8) and made a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17).

 John the Baptist set up the awareness ot the need for




Baptism of Jesus

e Mark 1:9-11: Psalm 2:6—/; |salah 42:1-4

 Mark’s telling of Jesus’ baptism is much shorter than
‘Matthew or Luke’s version, but his is the Gospel of fast-




Baptism of Jesus

e John said he wasn't fit to untie the thong of His sandals.

* Yet he was fit to baptize Him?




Baptism of Jesus

* Not only was John not worthy of baptizing Jesus, but
Jesus also didn't need to be washed from sin.

* Jesus is the only sinless man who has ever lived.




Baptism of Jesus

* \We see all three persons of the Trinity converging in one
polace and time.

* The visual of the heavens being torn open, the Holy Spirit




Baptism of Jesus

* [n ancient Israel, Kings and priests were anointed with oill,
which symbolized the anointing of the Holy Spirit on them
as they took office.




Baptism of Jesus

* [he second time He was “crowned” would be with a crown
of thorns at His Crucifixion, as the atoning sacrifice for sin.

 The Roman symbol of strength and courage was an eagle.




Baptism of Jesus

* (God’s statement blends two Old Testament passages,
Psalm 2:7 about God’s installing His King in Zion and
Isaiah 42:1 about the servant of the Lord who would have
God’s Spirit upon Him and bring justice to the nations.




Baptism of Jesus

e (God the Father’s proclamation at His baptism was more
than just identitying Jesus as His Son. It was Jesus being
anointed for His role as Messiah-king, beginning His
ministry of ushering in the kingdom of God.
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Baptism of Jesus
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Temptation of Jesus

e Maork 1:12 13 and 2 Corinthians 10:1-13

 Mark’s telling of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness is very
short compared to the other Gospels.




Temptation of Jesus

 When Jesus spoke, things happened instantly. It also
onveys a sense of urgency, that time is of the essence.

they left iImmediately and

 When Jesus called His disciples




Temptation of Jesus

 When Jesus was baptized, the heavens immeadiately tore
open, and the Spirit descended on Him.

* \When it was over, the Spirit immediately drove Him into the




Temptation of Jesus

e Jesus was anointed by the Spirit, empowered by the Spirit,
and led by the Spirit in everything He did.

* In Acts, we see the disciples being led by the Spirit, as




Temptation of Jesus

* |srael was in the wilderness for 40 years before they
entered God’s Old Testament physical kingdom.

» Jesus was in the wilderness for 40 days before preaching




Temptation of Jesus
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Temptation of Jesus

 |srael failed from the very first moment; they worshipped
the golden calt while Moses was still on Mount Sinai
recelving the Law (Exodus 32).




Temptation of Jesus

o Unlike Matthew and Luke, Mark wasn't specitic about the
emptations Jesus endured, but he did specify that it was
Satan who tempted Him.




Temptation of Jesus

 The enemy wasn't Rome; it was Satan and evil itself. He
established from the beginning that Jesus would be
victorious.




Temptation of Jesus

 He would endure suffering, but He would be victorious In
the end. This should also encourage us, that the same
Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead is living inside us
and can help us endure any temptation.
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