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THE STORY
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OF MARK




Author: Mark, coworker of Peter & Paul
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e AcCts 12:25; 13:13; and 15:36-41; 2 limothy 4:9-13; and
Philemon 1:24.

» Church tradition has attributed this Gospel to John Mark,




Author: Mark, coworker of Peter & Paul

e [t was In Mark’'s mother's home that Peter appeared
suddenly when the people thought he was still in prison.

 An angel had appeared to Peter; the chains fell from his




Author: Mark, coworker of Peter & Paul

 Mark was involved in the earliest days of the church In
Jerusalem, witnessing miracles and seeing the power of
orayer (Acts 12:15-17). As one of the wealthier tamilies,
his family generously shared with the community (Acts




Author: Mark, coworker of Peter & Paul

* \When the leaders of the church in Antioch were tasting
and praying, the Holy Spirit told them to send Paul and
Barnabas on this journey, and they chose to take Mark with
them.




Author: Mark, coworker of Peter & Paul

 We don't know why Mark left.

* Perhaps, having grown up In a wealthy home in a large
city, he wasn't used to the difficulties of this kind of travel.




Author: Mark, coworker of Peter & Paul

 When they were planning their second missionary journey,
Barnabas wanted to take Mark, but Paul refused because
he had deserted them betore. They had such a sharp
disagreement about it that they split up; Barnabas took




Author: Mark, coworker of Peter & Paul

 About 13 years later, when Paul wrote Philemon from
orison in Rome, he again called Mark one of “his fellow
workers” (Philemon 1:24).




Author: Mark, coworker of Peter & Paul

* [t may have taken a while, but Paul eventually forgave
Mark and saw him as a fellow apostle who was useftul in
ministry.




Author: Mark, coworker of Peter & Paul

 Some scholars believe Mark was really writing Peter’s
version of the story of Jesus in his Gospel, basically acting
as Peters secretary.




Author: Mark, coworker of Peter & Paul

* The style does fit Peter’'s personality; it's action packed;
everything happens "“immediately.”

o But of all the Gospels, Mark offers the least flatterin




Audience: Roman Christians

s Mark 3:17: 5:4]
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 Mark is writing to people who already knew the Gospel
message and basic Christian theology but were Gentiles,




Audience: Roman Christians

* However, he seemed to feel the need to explain some of
the finer points of Jewish matters, such as what the
Sadducees believed (12:18) or what the Pharisees meant
by eating with “defiled hands” (7:2-5).




Audience: Roman Christians

 He regularly defined Aramaic words and phrases such as
orban (7:11), Talitha koum (5:41), and Golgotha (15:22

 Aramalic was the language the Jews spoke at the time.




Audience: Roman Christians

 Mark's Gospel seems concerned with offering comfort,
courage and counsel to people who were suffering
persecution for their faith, which happened in Rome under
Nero (AD 65-73) and explains why the Gospel writers felt




Audience: Roman Christians

 Memorizing the teachings of the rabbi was part of the role
of a disciple of any rabbi at the time. But at this point,
many of those first-generation disciples who had walkeo
with Jesus while He was on earth in His ministry were




Audience: Roman Christians

 Mark doesn't include much of Jesus’ teachings.

 He wasn't writing a textbook for religious instruction.




Audience: Roman Christians

 Mark’'s Gospel is structured very simply, which keeps us
focused on the forward-moving action.

* The other Gospels have Jesus going back and forth from




Audience: Roman Christians

o | ike all the Gospels, the climax of Mark is the Cross and
Resurrection.

* More than 35 percent of Mark’s Gospel is focused on the




Audience: Roman Christians

* The Gospels are a unique genre of literature. They aren't
just the narrative of Jesus. They are more like sermons;
they have a persuasive purpose.




Action: Ampassadors to the World

e Mark 4:35-41 and Mark 6:6—13

* Though the Gospels all preach the Good News of Jesus,
each one tells the story from a slightly ditferent




Action: Ampassadors to the World

* [hough the message Is the same, they each speak to a
different audience and have different emphases.

 Mark’s Gospel doesn't contain big blocks of teaching like




Action: Ampassadors to the World

 Mark’s story is the shortest, most fast-paced, and most
narrative, with the most casual language, so It Is the
easiest Gospel to read aloud in one sitting.




Action: Ampassadors to the World

 Because of its fast-paced action, Mark’s storytelling paints
picture of the power of Jesus as the mighty Son of God.

* Yet he also gave us the most human portrait of Jesus in the




Action: Ampassadors to the World

 Mark showed Jesus exhibiting a full range of human
emotions. Mark showed Jesus more as the suffering
servant of Isaiah than a conguering hero.




Action: Ampassadors to the World

 Mark’s Gospel paints the disciples in an almost completely
negative light.




Action: Ampassadors to the World

* The other Gospels paint the disciples more positively as
future leaders of the Church.

 Mark portrayed them only negatively, reminding us of an




Action: Ampassadors to the World

 Mark's message is that all have tallen short of the glory of
God, yet He came to die for us anyway.

e And no matter how much we fail, God can use us as His




Action: Ampassadors to the World

o With this abrupt ending, we are left with a feeling that we
have a role in finishing the story.

* \What happens next Is up to us.




Conclusion:






https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGHqu9-DtXk

