Supernatural and the




Seeing the Supernatural

e | ee Strobel was asked to write this
book about the supernatural.

* The first six chapters focus on “the
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Seeing the Supernatural

* | ee Strobel provides lots of evidence for what he calls “the
supernatural among us.”

* This includes the existence of the soul, astounding




Seeing the Supernatural

» EXistence of the Soul - can everything be explained by the
Iring of neurons.

‘Describe the smell of coffee” - we can give the chemical




Seeing the Supernatural

e Can your mind exist without key brain parts?

e Just ask Game of Thrones actress Emilia Clark.

* She ha




Seeing the Supernatural

 Modern miracles - his chapter provides an
overview, and nis earlier book goes Into
much more detall.
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Seeing the Supernatural

e Dreams and vision (last week

e Near-death encounters: Hebrews 9:27
says that “it is appointed for man to
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Seeing the Supernatural

* |In the final chapter in his book, “Ghost
Stories, Psychics, and the

Paranormal,” Lee Strobel interviewed
Ron Rhodes.



Seeing the Supernatural

e Satan “has blinded the minds of the unbelievers”
orinthians 4:4). Satan is the master of deception.

 Many psychics promote heresy, even claiming to have




The Spiritually




The Spiritually Interested

* According to a recent Pew Research Center article, nearly
a quarter (22%) of all Americans fit into the category of
spiritual but not religious.




The Spiritually Interested

* Five characteristics of spiritual but not religious:

* [They emphasize a personal, subjective connection to
something beyond themselves. hey avoid religious
“institutions and




MVoralistic [herapeutic Deism

* Five components of MTD:

* A god exists who created and ordered the world and
watches over us on earth. God wants people to be good,




Dangers in the Spiritual Realm

* The Old Testament also warns of the dangers of the occult.

e | eviticus 19:26 - "You shall not interpret omens or tell




Discerning Spiritual




Astrology versus Astronomy

e Often the most popular feature in newspapers was the
ally horoscope - based on astrology.

 Many US presidents (Teddy Roosevelt, Franklin Roosevelt,




Astrology versus Astronomy

e Astrology Is based upon the questionable assumption that
the fixed stars, sun, moon, and planets have an influence
upon people and historical events.




Astrology versus Astronomy

* (Good scientific reasons to question the basis of astrology.

e First, It IS based upon a geocentric solar system rather
than a heliocentric one. The basic premise of astrology Is




Astrology versus Astronomy

e Second, astrology Is based upon the assumption that there
are seven planets. Moreover it identifies the sun and moon
as planets.




Astrology versus Astronomy

* [hird, astrology mixes and matches stars that should not
be grouped together.

* The 12 signs of the zodiac are quite arbitrary.




Astrology versus Astronomy

* One researcher put together what he called a “test of
destinies.” He gave astrologers 40 birthdates (half to
known criminals and half to peace-loving citizens).




Astrology versus Astronomy

* |n Deuteronomy 18:9-12, God lists five categories of
detestable practices.

* These range from witchcraft to child sacrifice. They also




Biblical Meditation versus
Fastern Meditation

* [he Bible In at least 20 places talks about meditation.

e |s there a difference between biblical meditation and
EFastern meditation?




Biblical Meditation versus
Fastern Meditation

e Here are three differences:

e First, the focus In biblical meditation is on the God of the
universe and on God’s Word.




Biblical Meditation versus
Fastern Meditation

e Second, the posture Is different in biblical meditation
versus Eastern meditation.

e Eastern - sitting cross-legged on a cushion, or seated.




Biblical Meditation versus
Fastern Meditation

e Third, the worldview Is different in biblical meditation
versus Eastern meditation.

* The goal of Eastern meditation is enlightenment or nirvana




Yoga versus £EXercises

 For many in the West, yoga is simply a system of physical
exercise, a means of strengthening the body, improving
flexibility, and even healing variety of bodily aillments.




Yoga versus £EXercises

* |n the Eastern view, yoga means the union of the finite
‘liva” (the transitory selt) with the infinite or Brahman' (the
eternal Self).




Yoga versus £EXercises

e Can philosophy and practice be separated?

* Yoga Is a spiritual discipline whose central doctrines are
incompatible with those of Christianity.




Yoga versus £EXercises

* \What Scriptural principles might apply to this?

« Romans 14 - When dealing with an issue not addressed in
the Bible, Paul says we should not pass judgment.




YoQga versus £Xercises

— Baptist
- News
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OPINION: Yoga and a Christianity for the body

NEWS JiM WHITE | MARCH 10, 2013

I’m no yoga apologist. In fact, my wife Miska does Bikram Yoga where they heat the room to
105 degrees and then strain, contort, sweat great drops of blood and try not to collapse on the
floor for one and half hours. If anything is of the devil — that has to be.

So as a yoga neophyte who possesses all the flexibility of a cast iron skillet, I have little vested
interest in squabbles over whether Christianity is incompatible with yoga. However, part of
the arc of the argument sometimes made — that Christian spirituality does not promote the
human body as a means for connecting with God — gives me pause.
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