


James 5:13-15.1 I hessalonians 5:160—18

 We can and should pray in every circumstance at every
moment.

* |n the Jewish faith, the three primary spiritual disciplines




James 5:13-15.1 I hessalonians 5:160—18

e Jesus said that hypocrites love to pray standing on the
treet corners, so they look righteous to other people, but
they don't really live out their taith.




James 5:13-15.1 I hessalonians 5:160—18

e Jesus said that hypocrites love to pray standing on the
treet corners, so they look righteous to other people, but
they don't really live out their taith.




James 5:13-15.1 I hessalonians 5:16—18

e James’s example of two opposite situations in which we
should pray — when we are suffering and when we are
cheerful — says essentially the same thing.

3 s e

ircumstance of our lives because




James 5:13-15.1 I hessalonians 5:160—18

* Prayer connects us to God in a supernatural way that can't
fully be explained by human natural logic; prayer
strengthens our communion with God.




James 5:13-15.1 I hessalonians 5:16—18

 \We can't put on a facade with God; He knows us even
better than we know ourselves. God already knows us fully,
but spending time with Him in prayer and other spiritual
disciplines helps us know Him more and more over time.




James 5:13-15.1 I hessalonians 5:160—18

e Jesus is the head, and we are His body (1 Corinthians 12).
Jesus IS the vine; we are the branches (John 15).

e Jesus Is the cornerstone; we are the living stones built




James 5:13-15.1 I hessalonians 5:160—18

» Jesus called the Holy Spirit “the Advocate” or "Helper,” the

Greek word parakletos, which means “one who comes
alongside.




James 5:13-15.1 I hessalonians 5:160—18

e The Spirit dwells within us, but we can also imagine Him
oming alongside us and walking with us through our day,
Ike an ideal best friend, a perfect life coach, and a loving
father, all rolled into one.




James 5:13-15.1 I hessalonians 5:16—18

e God knows what we need even more than we do, so we
should come to Him no matter what the circumstance is.

* Our loving heavenly Father is ready and able to help us
th whatever we need in the moment. It we need wisdo




James 5:14-18, John 15:1-7

e Prayer is powerful because it connects us to God’s power.

e James started by telling the people to pray in all
circumstances, both suffering and |oy.




James 5:14-18, John 15:1-7

e Some people have misunderstood or misused this
passage of Scripture to teach that physical healing is
always just a prayer away, Iif only we do it right, with

enough faith and the right kind of anointing oil.




James 5:14-18, John 15:1-7

* The word used here in James for “sick” doesn't necessarily
mean physical sickness or disease.

weakness,” which can refer to physical

e [t literally means




James 5:14-18, John 15:1-7

* Remembering the historical context, James wasn't
referring here to physical iliness, but those who had grown
weary in the midst of suffering.




James 5:14-18, John 15:1-7

* [he elders were to pray and anoint the weak person with
oll. In Greek culture, oil was used for medicine, perfume,
religious rituals, and even to enhance performance in
sports.




James 5:14-18, John 15:1-7

e But oil could also be used in a common everyday way for
grooming, refreshment or a way of bestowing honor.

* The term for anoint here refers more to the everyday




James 5:14-18, John 15:1-7

* The fact that it was spiritual, not physical, healing Is also
supported by James saying the weak person's sins woulo
be forgiven.




James 5:14-18, John 15:1-7

o James asked the elders to pray for the weak because the
elders were set apart for the Lord’s service and called to
strengthening the weak of thelir flock.




James 5:14-18, John 15:1-7

 James told the people to confess their sins to one another
and pray for one another.

 Healthy Christian community is characterized by love,




James 5:19-20

* Followers of Jesus have a heart to bring back those who
wander away.

e |n these last two verses, James closes with an




James 5:19-20

* The word here for wandering isn't just an accidental
wandering away, as if the sheep just took a wrong turn.
The word more literally means being “caused to wander,”
‘led astray,” or "decelved” (Luke 15:1-7).




James 5:19-20

* This imagery should give us compassion for those who
have gone astray rather than judging them for their
choices in a holier-than-thou kind of way. Jude told us to
have mercy on those who doubt.




James 5:19-20

e Earlier in the letter, James said to “judge” others by the law
of freedom, showing mercy not condemnation (James
2:19.13)




James 5:19-20

* \When we see Christians who have wandered astray as
victims of Satan’s traps, snares and deceptions, our heart
toward them Is changed. It helps us to see them as Jesus
sees them — as His beloved child who has been led astray.




James 5:19-20

 Because the way of sin leads to destruction — not only
eternally but in this life.

* But the way of Christ is the way to lite — not only eternally,




James 5:19-20

 When Jesus talked about “removing the speck”™ from our
brother’s eye in the Sermon on the Mount, He was very
clear that we had to first remove the “log” from our own
eye (Matthew 7:3-5).




James 5:19-20

* Before we try to correct someone else who has wandered
away, we need to be sure we are qualified to do so — that
we have taken the log from our own eyes, so we can see

clearly to guide them back to the right path.




James 5:19-20

* Those who are doing it from this motivation with the heart
of Jesus for His people should be rebuking or correcting
sin In someone’s life (Ephesians 4:1-3; Galatians 6:1-2




James 5:19-20

* |t Is our responsiblility to sharpen each other as iron
sharpens iron (Proverbs 27:17) and provoke each other to
love and good deeds (Hebrews 10:24) and rebuke and

‘correct each other with the Word (2 Timothy 3:16).




Before Jesus turned water
into wine, he said it wasn’t
His time. How do we
reconcile that?




My Hour Has Not Yet Come

e Jesus timed elements of His ministry carefully, though
people often seemed to challenge His timing.

e Very early in His ministry, Mary requested that Jesus




My Hour Has Not Yet Come

 But immediately after that, He performs a miracle, which
ohn calls “the first of the signs through which he revealed
his g onc tionn.2:.11)




My Hour Has Not Yet Come

 When Mary suggested that Jesus do something at the
wedding, she likely wanted a more public miracle that
everyone could see and glory In.




My Hour Has Not Yet Come

e Jesus knew His message that the kingdom of God was
near (Matthew 4:17) would ultimately be rejectead.

 He knew that He would die (Matthew 12:40-41) to pay for




My Hour Has Not Yet Come

* On other occasions when Jesus performed miracles, He
iInstructed those who were blessed by them not to
broadcast what He had done (Matthew
R2:4: 00 A d O b))




