Hinduism &
Buddhism
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- Hinduism & Buddhism
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« Hinduism developed 5,000 years ago Nirvana- Enlightenment can N

in India (3,000 BCE)
+ Moksha takes more than one life

to reach. ¢

+ Hinduism is a religion /
+ Karma- Is determined by his/her conduct A
in life. Their Karma depends on if they will J

move on to their next life of not.

i . Caste System- &
. Brahmin-Traditional Preists class o
X ; Kshatriya-Warrior class 2
A} . Vaishya-Workes class 5
5 o . Sudra-Serve the upper class ]
o~ + Untouchables-Unclean and are assigned jobs £

,) that would pollute the upper class.

N Following your Dharma was the most important ‘,(/
| ,

lhmllh.
+  Hindu believed in main gods. They were

ol called the Trimurti. Shiva was known as the
s e “Destroyer.” Vishnu is known as the "Preserver.” '}
/ot , Brahma was known as the "Creator."” P

/‘“‘* = Vedas- (Holy Books) Includes hyms,

)  duties of the different social classes.
Y \’ + In Hindu religion they arranged marriages to “

— creately
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Hinduism

750 million Hindu followers in the world
3rd largest religion in the world

1.2 million in the United States

14 temples in the DFW metroplex

Over 100,000 Hindus in DFW metroplex




Hinduism

* Hindu refers to the peoples living beyond
the Indus River.

* Hinduism evolved over a 4000 year period.

 Hinduism is a synthesis of various religions

that entered India over thousand years.




Hinduism

e The Vedas (WWhat is heard)

- The Sruti are composed of philosophical,

theological, and religious material.
- Foremost among the Sruti are the four Vedas.

- Hymns composed about 1800-500 B.C.

- Upanishads (end of the Vedas) 8oo-300 B.C.




Hinduism

e The Smriti ( What is remembered)

- Written 400 B.C. - 400 A.D.

- Various legal codes and epics

 'Two forms of Hinduism:
- Philosophical Hinduism

- Popular Hinduism
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Popular Hinduism

* Many gods and goddesses/incarnations

* Idol worship

* Nature worship
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* Spirit worship
* Sacrifices, offerings

e Hindu festivals
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he day.
* Then bow down before an elephant god at night at

Popular Hinduism
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* Someone may be an engineer working at Texas
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Philosophical Hinduism

* A key foundational belief is monism - absolute
reality is One. We perceive distinctions, but

actually All is One.

e Another core belief is the doctrine of karma -

every thought and actions results in certain

consequences.

NN S TN SR RS, A, S e S N S AR N e S A S Y, S, 70 7 0 ) 7 3 4 A



. W A N SIS N SIS S ﬂ”-! v L7
7 NEN P R NS /Y\ o -f\m‘?'.‘ﬂ‘?\m

Philosophical Hinduism

* Another core belief is maya (illusion).
* The cause of feeling of duality is “maya.”
* We have an inaccurate view of reality.

* The cause of illusion is “ignorance.”




Philosophical Hinduism

e Another core belief is reincarnation or

transmigration of the souls called samsara.

* One’s experience with karma cannot be fulfilled in

one lifetime.
* It takes many lifetimes.

e We are reborn.
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Philosophical Hinduism

* Qutside the caste system are

the untouchables.

Associated with reincarnation is the caste system.
At the top are the Brahmins or priests.

Next are the Kshatriyas and others.

| Aryans

| Non-Aryans

BRAHMINS
priests

KSHATRIYAS
warriors
VAISYAS
herders, farmers, merchants,
craftspeople N
SUDRAS
farm workers, servants, laborers

Source: Guide to the Essentials of World History,
Prentice Hall, 1999 (adapted)
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Concept of Truth

* 'Truth is relative
* Absolute truth is unknowable

* Truth is a matter of perspective
* Six blind men and elephant

* Logic: both/and
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Hindu Worldview

Origin Extension of Brahman (impersonal)

Knowledge | No absolute truth, know yourself.

Ethics Relativism, no right or wrong.
Humans Eternal soul, multiple bodies, reincarnation
Death Reincarnation, merge with Brahma.

History Cyclical, universe it eternal, history repeats.
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Other Forms

——— e g i pe— ——

* Yoga
e Transcendental Meditation 1

e New Age Movement

e Hare Krishna
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Evangelism - Hindus

Hinduism lacks any understanding that God

created the world for a good purpose.

Hinduism assumes that humans are divine at their

core and rejects the biblical view of sin.

Hinduism assumes we are responsible for our own

salvation over many lifetimes.

Good works will not save us (Ephesians 2:8-9).




Buddhism



Buddhism

370 million Buddhist followers in the world
4th largest religion in the world

A major religion of Asia (Korea, Vietnam,
Thailand, Tibet, Bhutan)

10 temples in the DFW metroplex




History of Buddhism

e Founder is Siddhartha Gautama
* Bornin 5§60 B.C

e Gautama’s Quest |
- Old man |

- Sick man
- Dead man

- Ascetic
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History of Buddhism

* Buddhism developed from Hinduism due to the
teaching of Gautama Buddha.

* He attempted to explain why there is pain and

suffering. It is due to desire.

e We must learn the four noble truths and then

follow the eight-fold path.




Four Noble Truths

Suftering is universal.
The cause of suffering is desire/attachment.
Suffering will cease when desire ceases.

The path to cessation of suffering is:

- The Eightfold Path.
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Eightfold Path

* Right Views

e Right Resolve
* Right Speech
* Right Conduct
* Right Occupation
* Right Effort
* Right Contemplation “’

* Right Meditation
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Key Concepts

e Anatha

e Karma
e Samsara

e Nirvana




Buddhism

Like Hinduism, Buddhism also teaches about

karma and samsara.

Buddha believed that a person can break the

rebirth cycle no matter what class he is born into.
Buddhism also teaches about nirvana.

This is different from the Christian idea of heaven.

It means the blowing out of existence.

TR SISEROY I RSN ZES SR = ST TN SN, AR, RN Y, T S5, -' .



Southern Buddhism

e Theravada Buddhism: conservative form of

Buddhism, mostly found in Southeast Asia.
- Buddha is a man

- Pali Canon

- God has minor role

- Salvation for few

- Plain Temples




T,

REGIONS DOCUMENTED
IN THE HUNTINGTON
ARCHIVE
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Northern Buddhism

 Mahayana Buddhism: liberal form of Buddhism,
mostly found in Northern Asia and West.

- Buddha is divine

- Numerous Texts

- Salvation for many

- God: pantheistic, animistic

- Temples ornate




REGIONS DOCUMENTED
IN THE HUNTINGTON
ARCHIVE
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Buddhist Worldview

Origin Eternal laws, no personal God.

Knowledge | Experience and enlightenment.

Ethics Human reason, experience, enlightenment.
Humans No eternal hope, disappear into Brahma.
Death Rebirth or nirvana.

History Cyclical, universe it eternal, history repeats.
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Jesus and Gautama

Buddha did not claim to be divine. Most Buddhists

will acknowledge that he was just a man.

Buddha claim to be a “way-shower.” He showed

the path to nirvana.

Buddha taught the way to eliminate suffering and

attain enlightenment was the eliminate all desire.

Buddha performed no miracles.




Christian Response

* The ultimate cause of suffering is not due just to

desire.

e It is also due to our sin against the will of God and

the fact that we live in a fallen world.

® Only Jesus, through His atonement, can deliver us

from sin and death.
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A BIBLICAL VIEW ON

Hinduism

Kerby Anderson Kerby Anderson
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