


James 5:7-9, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

* We can be patient through suffering because one day
Jesus will come back.

* The people of Israel were expecting a Messiah to come




James 5:7-9, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

* [The people to whom James was writing were really
uffering.

* [hey were experiencing persecution for their faith and




James 5:7-9, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

e James compared it to the farmer who must wait through
the early and late rains to finally see the fruit of the harvest.

* |n the ancient world, there were two major rainy seasons.




James 5:7-9, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

* The farmer waits and trusts that the Lord will provide the
harvest.

* God’s people must also trust that the Lord will do what He




James 5:7-9, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

* The farmer does what he can to plant, water, and fertilize
the crop, though he knows only God can produce the
growth (1 Corinthians 3:5-9).




James 5:10-11, Job 1, Homans 5:3-5

* |t Is possible to endure much suffering but remain faithful
0. (G0d.

* Job gives us wisdom through the story of one righteous




James 5:10-11, Job 1, Homans 5:3-5

e Satan said Job only honored God because God had
blessed him and because he never had any trials in his
ife. God agreed, trusting Job to remain faithful to Him no
matter what the circumstance, which he did.




James 5:10-11, Job 1, Homans 5:3-5

 \When his friends tried to convince him that he must have
done something wrong, Job spoke against that theology
the same way Jesus did when His disciples encountered
the blind man and asked who had sinned, him or his




James 5:10-11, Job 1, Homans 5:3-5

* Job did not do anything wrong to deserve suffering.

e That's not how God works. Suffering is simply a natural
part of life in this fallen world.




James 5:10-11, Job 1, Homans 5:3-5

e Just as “suffering” through exercise gives us greater
endurance to handle more exercise, so suffering in this
world gives us greater endurance to handle more
suffering.




James 5:10-11, Job 1, Homans 5:3-5

* The example of how Job lived his life and how so many
orophets and apostles endured great suffering for the
name of Jesus should encourage us that we can have the
strength to remain steadtast in the midst of suffering.




James 5:10-11, Job 1, Homans 5:3-5

 No matter what you are going through, God can redeem it
for your good.

 No matter how hard things are, you can remain faithful to




James 5:12, Matthew 5:33-37

* Godly people don't need to swear by anything; their word
alone Is trustworthy.

* [N the ancient world, oaths were a common practice usead




James 5:12, Matthew 5:33-37

* The Old Testament law taught God’s people to keep the
oaths they made to Him because He Is holy and they didn't
want to dishonor Him, but Jesus warned against making
oaths in the first place.




James 5:12, Matthew 5:33-37

e Some rabbis taught swearing by Jerusalem was not
binding, but swearing toward Jerusalem was.

 Some taught that swearing by the temple wasn't binding,




James 5:12, Matthew 5:33-37

* This completely defeated the purpose of oaths.

* This was just one way the legalistic rule-tfollower types
distorted the whole purpose of the law.




James 5:12, Matthew 5:33-37

e This verse Is often taken out of context as a stand-alone
verse because It reads like a proverb.

* As wisdom literature, much of James’s letter sounds like




James 5:12, Matthew 5:33-37

e James was talking about persevering through suffering —
patiently waliting for Jesus to come back to make all things
new and remaining faithful to the Lord no matter what the
world throws our way.




James 5:12, Matthew 5:33-37

e When we live like Jesus, there IS no need to take an oath to
iIncrease our credibility because people will be able to trust
our word.




James 5:12, Matthew 5:33-37

* \We will have no need to create rules for when we must
keep our word and when we can legally get out of It,
because we will always want to keep our word.
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Oaths and Lying

* L ving has become a way of life.

e 60% of Americans can’'t have a 10-minute conversation
without lying at least once.




Oaths and Lying

* 30% of people lie about their diet and exercise regimens.

* 31% of people admit to lying on their resumes.




Oaths and Lying

* Lying never pays off in the long run.

* We learn that lying is not only inconsistent with God'’s
character, but it also almost never actually works.




A Culture of Lying

U.S. & WORLD INDEPTH THE TEN COMMANDMENTS IN TODAY'S SOCIETY

‘You can’t handle the truth': 96 percent of Americans admit
to lying
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