


James 5:1–3 and Matthew 6:19–21 

• Material wealth doesn’t last into eternity. 

• James had harsh words for those who trust in wealth 
instead of God. 

• When we read these words to “the rich,” a few questions 
arise. Who did James consider to be “the rich” in his time, 
and who would we consider to be “the rich” in ours? 



James 5:1–3 and Matthew 6:19–21 

• In the first century, there was a small, wealthy, ruling, 
landowning, merchant class. 

• The vast majority of people were peasants and slaves who 
served the rich, with a sort of middle class of artisans and 
civil servants between. 

• In our culture, there are more levels between the rich ruling 
class and the peasant. 





James 5:1–3 and Matthew 6:19–21 

• But what if the line is not a certain amount of money but 
our attitude toward it? 

• Was James talking to everyone who has money or just 
those who love money? 

• Paul said, “The love of money is a root of all kinds of 
evils” (1 Timothy 6:10).



James 5:1–3 and Matthew 6:19–21 

• Paul didn’t condemn money itself but putting our hope and 
trust in money instead of God (1 Timothy 6:17–19). 

• Jesus warned against storing up treasures on earth 
without being rich toward God (Luke 12:16–21). 

• He also said it was the responsibility of the rich to care for 
the poor (Luke 16:19–31).



James 5:1–3 and Matthew 6:19–21 

• In this passage, James painted a specific picture of “the 
rich” he was condemning: 

• (1) They had laid up treasures on earth; (2) They had not 
paid fair wages to their workers; (3) They lived in luxury 
and self-indulgence, (4) They had condemned and 
murdered the righteous.



James 5:1–3 and Matthew 6:19–21 

• First, like all wisdom literature, James said putting our trust 
in riches is foolish because riches don’t last. 

• Psalms and Proverbs tell us trusting in wealth instead of 
God will fail us (Psalm 49:5–13; 52:5–7; Proverbs 11:28). 

• Job even called it sin (Job 31:24–28).



James 5:1–3 and Matthew 6:19–21 

• Paul told us riches are a snare (1 Timothy 6:9) and 
instructed the rich not to put their hope in their wealth (1 
Timothy 6:17–19). 

• Jesus warned against storing up earthly treasures without 
being rich toward God (Luke 12:16–21) and told us to 
store up treasures in heaven where moth and rust can’t 
destroy (Matthew 6:19–21).



James 5:1–3 and Matthew 6:19–21 

• Even before eternity, riches can come and go so easily.  

• One bad investment, lost job, or failed business venture, 
and suddenly your wealth is gone. 

• We cannot trust in riches; they are uncertain. 

• When riches come and go, God is faithful and steady.





James 5:4–6 and Malachi 3:1–5 

• No one should gain riches by oppressing workers. 

• Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob had great wealth gained 
through hard work, and sometimes through supernatural 
intervention (Genesis 24:35; 30:29–43). 

• But later in the biblical story, God warned the kings against 
accumulating wealth because it could turn them away from 
Him (Deuteronomy 17:14–20).



James 5:4–6 and Malachi 3:1–5 

• The law commanded God’s people not oppress their 
workers or rob them by not paying them the full wages 
they earned. 

• It even demanded they not wait until the next day to pay 
the day laborer, because they lived day-to-day and 
needed that day’s wage to survive (Leviticus 19:13; 
Deuteronomy 24:14–15). 



James 5:4–6 and Malachi 3:1–5 

• When we look around at some businesses today, do we 
see oppression of workers, unjust pay, or even slave labor 
being used to make some of the products we enjoy? 

• The U.S. Department of Labor has a list of goods 
produced by child labor or forced labor around the world. 
More than 20 million people around the world are victims 
of slavery, generating $150 billion in illegal profits per year. 







James 5:4–6 and Malachi 3:1–5 

• God’s law commands His people to use honest scales 
when measuring length, weight, or quantity (Leviticus 
19:35–36; Deuteronomy 25:13–16). 

• It was common practice for businessowners to intentionally 
set their scales incorrectly so when a farmer brought in 
wheat, grapes or other produce to market, the scale would 
say it weighed less than it really did so they wouldn’t have 
to pay the full value. 



James 5:5; Ezekiel 16:49–50, 34:1–10 

• Godly people live lives of service and generosity. 

• There are wealthy people who live humble lives of service 
and generosity, who use their wealth to help others and 
make the world a better place. 

• And then there are wealthy people who use their wealth 
only for themselves, to live lives of luxury and self-
indulgence. James criticized those kinds of rich people. 



James 5:5; Ezekiel 16:49–50, 34:1–10 

• When we think of the people of Sodom, we usually think of 
their sexual sin; but in Ezekiel, God condemned them for 
being arrogant, overfed, and unconcerned for the people. 

• God also condemned the leaders of Israel for using the 
people for their own gain, not caring for them as the flock. 

• This is the same imagery James used about the rich in this 
passage.



James 5:5; Ezekiel 16:49–50, 34:1–10 

• James described the rich as fattening themselves for 
slaughter as a farmer would fatten a sheep to slaughter for 
meat, except these rich were fattening themselves. 

• The “slaughter” to which the rich are going is the final 
judgment. 

• For those who don’t know Jesus, the final judgment is a 
day of wrath and destruction.



James 5:5; Ezekiel 16:49–50, 34:1–10 

• The unrighteous – not based on works but on their saving 
relationship with Jesus. 

• They are sent away to eternal punishment while the 
righteous are sent to eternal life (Matthew 25:31–46). 

• God doesn’t want anyone to go to eternal punishment; He 
desires all people to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4).



Ask Kerby

What is your biblical 
view about the Sabbath?



John MacArthur



Sabbath

• Genesis 2:1 says after creation, the Lord rested on the 
seventh day. 

• There is no mention of a Sabbath day. 

• The word “Sabbath” does not appear in Genesis 2. 

• There was no institution of a Sabbath day there.



Sabbath

• Exodus 20 - “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” 

• That’s the first time, instituted what we call the Sabbath. 

• It is a part of the old covenant 

• It was right in the middle of the Ten Commandments, and 
was a feature of the old covenant.



Sabbath

• So, whenever the seventh day came along, two things 
could happen. 

• The people would remember that this was the day that 
God rested, and they would remember, therefore, that God 
had created the entire universe in six days, and they would 
glorify God for such a majestic creation done in six days.



Sabbath

• It was a day in which you did honor God. 

• But when the Law came down, the Mosaic Law called 
upon them to keep the day holy, and drew their attention to 
their violations of the commandments of God. 

• Time to do some hard examination and repent of your sins. 

• It became a day of penitence.



Sabbath

• Are we under Sabbath obligation in the church? 

• There are some people who think we are (Seventh-day 
Adventists and Seventh-day baptists). 

• Three issues: character of the new covenant, how Jesus 
treated the Sabbath, and the New Testament teaching on 
the church and the Sabbath.



Sabbath

• The New Covenant - the Old Covenant exposed sin but 
does not save, while the New Covenant gives life. 

• Jesus - is right in the transition between the old and the 
new. He’s establishing His kingdom, and He establishes 
the New Covenant by His blood. 

• Church - met on the first day of the week, the Lord’s Day. 



Sabbath: Both Arguments



Sabbath Observance

• Creation ordinance - Some believe the Sabbath is a 
creation ordinance, meaning it was established by God for 
all people, not just Jews, and therefore continues to be 
relevant for Christians. 

• Continuity of Law - the Ten Commandments are moral law 
that continue to apply to Christians in the Church Age.



Sunday Observance

• New Covenant - Christians are no longer under the Law. 

• Resurrection - Christians in the early church and 
throughout history gathered on Sunday. 

• Jesus - “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the 
Sabbath” (Mark 2:27). Jesus also performed many 
miracles on the Sabbath.


