
Tough Questions 
Week Three



Section 1: Isaiah 44:6-8
• It’s a familiar scene in the courtroom. A defendant is on the stand and the 

lawyer asks, “Were you at such-and-such location on the day in question?”

• The defendant answers, “I most certainly was not there.” Multiple witnesses 
are called who can corroborate the defendant’s whereabouts.

• Their testimony is important because of the law of non-contradiction.

• Two contradictory claims cannot both be true at the same time.

• The defendant was either there or he wasn’t. Truth is, by nature, exclusive.



Section 1: Isaiah 44:6-8
• The same logic applies to religion.

• Don’t all religions lead to God?

• Aren’t all religions the same?

• Anyone who makes this claim betrays their own lack of knowledge of world 
religions because the varied religions do not make the same claims or have 
the same goals.



Section 1: Isaiah 44:6-8
• In Isaiah 44:6-8, God applied the same law of non-contradiction in one of the 

clearest divine autobiographical statements in the whole Bible: “I am the first 
and I am the last. There is no God but me” (verse 6).

• God then challenged any “god” to step forward and do what He can do: 
“announce the future” and “declare the coming things” (verse 7).

• Yahweh then asked, “Is there any God but me?” (verse 8).

• The answer is resounding silence. No one is like God.



Section 1: Isaiah 44:6-8
• In Isaiah 44:6-8, God applied the same law of non-contradiction in one of the 
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Section 1: Isaiah 44:6-8
• In light of the truth that there is only one God, Yahweh, and there is no other, 

God Himself told us through the prophet Isaiah: “Do not be startled or 
afraid” (verse 8).

• When we walk with Yahweh, He Himself is our place of safety, protection, 
and stability. “There is no other Rock.”

• How comforting to know that the One true God is someone we can run to. 
He is personal, knowable, and finds joy in establishing us with His 
protection. With the knowledge and comfort of God’s unique presence also 
comes a responsibility. “You are my witnesses!”



Section 2: Isaiah 44:9-11
• We cannot be witnesses of God as the One true God without dealing with the 

fallacy of all other gods.

• Clearly, God takes it seriously when we worship anything or anyone but 
Him.

• Let us not forget the first two commandments: “Do not have other gods 
besides me. Do not make an idol for yourself” (Ex. 20:3-4).



Section 2: Isaiah 44:9-11
• In an effort to get in shape, Jeremiah’s wife, Audrey, and he enlisted the help 

of a trainer.

• He was a good trainer who also happens to be Muslim.

• They always pray together before they begin the workout, and on one 
occasion, the trainer wanted to join them.

• He said, “We all pray to the same God. All religions are essentially the same. 
Let’s pray together.”



Section 2: Isaiah 44:9-11
• How would you respond if someone said that the God of the Bible and the 

god of Islam are the same?

• A lot of people believe that about all gods, but they would be surprised to 
know that religions are not inclusive.

• They all make exclusive claims, and we find fundamental differences 
between them.



Section 2: Isaiah 44:9-11
• Key words and doctrines found in Scripture never appear in the Koran; 

words such as atonement, covenant, redemption, and regeneration are 
absent.

• The Koran claims Jesus was not crucified, but that He only appeared to be 
crucified (Surah 4.157-58). This assertion flies in the face of one definite fact of 
history: Jesus’ death by crucifixion. The crucifixion of Christ is foundational 
to the Christian faith. Are we to believe the Koran, a seventh-century source 
that contradicts earlier sources from the first and second centuries about a 
first-century event?



Section 2: Isaiah 44:9-11
• Contrast the ultimate goal of both religions. Scripture points us to a new 

heaven and a new earth where God dwells with His people. The Koran says 
nothing about eternity with Allah; instead, it refers to Paradise as the garden 
of Eden, described as a place of lust.

• In Islam, Allah is unknowable. In Christianity, God says, “But the one who 
boasts should boast in this: that he understands and knows me—that I am 
the Lord, showing faithful love” (Jeremiah 9:24a).



Section 2: Isaiah 44:9-11
• In Islam, Allah seems unconcerned about those who suffer and does not love 

unconditionally; he only loves the good Muslim. Yet, in the Bible, we see a 
God who loves all unconditionally (Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:16-18).

• Christians and Muslims do not worship the same God. We could say the 
same thing about every other belief system that is not grounded solely in the 
teaching of Scripture. As God said about those who follow idols and all false 
belief systems, they receive no benefit whatsoever from their beliefs and 
practices. As we shall see next, though, we receive great, eternal benefit from 
knowing Jesus.



Section 3: John 14:5-7
• Thomas, asked a question that indicated they did not comprehend all Jesus 

was telling them. Jesus responded with a profound statement: “I am the way, 
the truth, and the life” (verse 6). He used three telling words that capture one 
great truth about who He is.

• Jesus is the way. Couple this with what Jesus said next—“No one comes to 
the Father except through me” (verse 6)—and we hear a statement that flies 
in the face of the claim that all religions lead to God. We have no other way to 
God outside of Jesus. “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given to people by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).



Section 3: John 14:5-7
• Jesus is the truth. Jesus is the way to the Father because He is the truth. Jesus 

did not say He has the truth or He knows the truth. He said, “I AM the 
truth.” What I appreciate about Jesus’ statement is that truth is personal. We 
find truth in a Person, Jesus Christ. Truth has a personal quality in it. Truth is 
exciting. Truth is life-changing. Truth is exclusive and transformative.

• Jesus is the life. As the only source of truth, Jesus is the only one who can 
give life. He gives us life because He is the life. “In him was life, and that life 
was the light of men” (John 1:4). Jesus is everything we need—in every 
circumstance.



Section 3: John 14:5-7
• Many people are offended by the exclusivity of Jesus’ claim, but He validated 

it by the uniqueness of His life.

• Jesus taught like no other. He backed up His teaching by miracles.

• He showed He had the authority and the ability to forgive sins.

• What an amazing claim considering only God has the authority to forgive.

• The ultimate proof that Jesus is God was His resurrection from the dead.

• There is no other route to a relationship with God.



Comparing Other 
Religions



World Religions

Abraham

Judaism 
18 Million

Islam 
1.5 Billion

Christianity 
2 Billion

Aryans

Hinduism 
900 Million

Buddhism 
360 Million



Character of God

Allah Yahweh

Unitarian Monotheism Trinitarian Monotheism

Master/Slave Relationship Father/Son or Daughter 
Relationship

Allah determines all Sovereign and Free will

Author of good and evil Always good



Islam

Suni Shi’ite

80% of population Less than 15% of population

Elect successor Successor was Ali, who was 
related to Muhammed

Emphasize written traditions 
(Sunnah, Hadith)

Emphasize authority of 
the Imam

Separation of civil and 
religious authorities

Religious authorities control 
political power



Hindu Worldview

Origin  Extension of Brahman (impersonal)

Knowledge  No absolute truth, know yourself.

Ethics  Relativism, no right or wrong.

Humans  Eternal soul, multiple bodies, reincarnation

Death  Reincarnation, merge with Brahma.

History  Cyclical, universe it eternal, history repeats.



Buddhist Worldview

Origin  Eternal laws, no personal God.

Knowledge  Experience and enlightenment.

Ethics  Human reason, experience, enlightenment.

Humans  No eternal hope, disappear into Brahma.

Death  Rebirth or nirvana.

History  Cyclical, universe it eternal, history repeats.
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