From Garden to Garden
Genesis to Revelation

Genesis 1-2
• God made everything, and everything God made was originally good.
• God designed humans to live in relationship with him.
• God designed humans to be his representatives on earth.
• Humans were to take care of the Garden of Eden.
• God designed humans to live in relationship with each other.
• God wants humans to live within his boundaries.

Genesis 3
• Humans originally lived without shame and fear toward God and each other.
• There is an evil spiritual being who seeks to tempts human beings.
• The rst humans gave in to temptation and rebelled against God.
• Sin led to pain, shame, and death.
• God still cared for the rst humans after they sinned.
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• God promised that the serpent would be crushed by one of Eve’s
descendants.

Three Eras of Earth
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New earth
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No shame
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Future

Creation perfect

Creation/sin

Creation restored

Paradise

Paradise lost

Paradise restored

Humans rule

Humans banished

Humans rule

Plan revealed

Plan delayed

Plan realized

Three Eras of Earth
Past

Present

Future

Tree of life

In paradise

Tree of life

Sin unknown

Sin corrupts

Sin removed

No death

Death

Death removed

First Adam

Second Adam

Last Adam

Revelation 21
• John sees a new heaven and a new earth.
• The rst heaven and earth passed away.
• John then sees the holy city (New Jerusalem) coming down out of heaven.
• The New Jerusalem was prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
• John is shown the Heavenly City, and he describes it as best he is able.
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• It is illuminated by the presence of God and enhanced by those who live
within it (whose names are written on the Lamb’s Book of Life).

Genesis

Revelation

“In the beginning”

“I am the Alpha and Omega”

Creates heaven and earth

Creates new heaven and earth

Satan is present

Satan and sin are judged

Death enters the world

Death is put to death

Sinful people lose fellowship

God’s people serve God

Sin brings pain

No more tears

Community forfeited

Genuine community

Tree of Life forbidden

God’s people freely eat

Heaven

Books on Heaven

Theology of Heaven
• The word heaven occurs 559 times in the Bible.
• Jesus said: “I’m going to prepare a place for you”
(John 14:2-3).
• The more we learn about heaven, the more we learn
about God and His plan for us for eternity.
• We need to get rid of misconceptions about heaven
and answer questions all of us have about heaven.

Theology of Heaven
• Heaven was opened for a number of biblical writers:
- Ezekiel 1:1 - Ezekiel saw heaven opened
- John 1:51 - you will see heaven opened
- Acts 7:56 - Stephen saw heaven opened
- Acts 10:11- Peter saw heaven opened
• The book of Revelation gives us the best picture of
heaven.

Present Heaven
• The present heaven (Revelation 6) is often called the intermediate heaven.
• This is what many people think of when you say heaven.
• Few books have been written because the Bible says very little about it.
• Beings have traveled to and from heaven, including Christ (John 1:32; 6:33;
Acts 1:2), angels (Matthew 28:2), and humans (2 Corinthians 12:2; Revelation
11:12).
• This heaven is in the angelic realm and distinctly separate from earth.

Present Heaven
• When people die on earth, they go to heaven (Revelation 6:9).
• “They called out” - meaning they can express themselves (6:10).
• The believers in heaven ask God to intervene - meaning they know what is
happening on earth (6:10).
• They are given robes (6:11) - suggesting the saints have actual physical forms
that John could see.

Present Heaven
• They have to wait longer (6:11) - they live in anticipation of God’s promises.
• There is time in heaven (6:10-11).
• They pray in heaven (6:10) - asking God to take speci c action.
• Prayer is talking to God. That is what the saints are doing in heaven.
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• Christ is interceding for people on Earth (Romans 8:34).

Eternal Heaven
• The New Heaven and Earth come at the end of Tribulation (Revelation
21-22).
• Heaven is a country (Luke 19:12; Hebrews 11:14-16) and a city (Hebrews
11:16; 12:22; 13:14; Revelation 21:12).
• A place of various cultures and bustling activity and events.
• Heaven is a place of beauty (Revelation 21:19-21). Streets of gold, buildings of
pearls and emeralds and precious stones.
• It will have a beauty of a city without its disadvantages.

Eternal Heaven
• Heaven’s gates will always be open so people can travel in and out
(Revelation 21:24-25; 22:14).
• The great city is the capital of an endless empire, called a heavenly country
(Hebrews 11:16).
• Believers in this new heaven “shall see His face” (Revelation 22:4).
• To see God’s face, we must be fully righteous in Christ.
• “Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God” (Matthew 5:8).

Resurrection Bodies
• Eventually all believers will have resurrection bodies: Job 19:25-27; Daniel 12:2-3; 1
Corinthians 15:12-58; Philippians 3:21; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; Revelation 20:4-6.
• Jesus has a physical resurrection body (John 21:1-14).
• His body is a prototype of our resurrection bodies.
• Jesus wasn’t immediately recognized a few times (John 20:15; Luke 24:15-16).
• Jesus ate food in his resurrection body (Luke 14:15; 22:18). He will eat and drink in
heaven.
• Pre-resurrected people doing things and wearing robes (Revelation 6:11).
• There will be no hunger or thirst in heaven (Revelation 7:16).

Resurrection Bodies
Earthy Body

Resurrection Body

Sown perishable

Raised imperishable
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Raised in glory
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Raised in power

Sown a natural body

Raised a spiritual body

New Jerusalem
• It is likely that the New Jerusalem is right now in the present heaven (based upon
Revelation 10).
• The city’s dimension are 12,000 stadia (1,400 miles in length, width, height).
• These are given in man’s measurements (Revelation 21:17).
• Why are the people outside the gates of the New Jerusalem in Revelation 22?
• Doesn’t mean they are peering in and trying to get in the New Jerusalem.
• The end of Revelation 21 says the gates will not be shut.
• They will eventually go through gates to the New Earth.

Where Are Believers Now?
• Believers are in the present heaven.
• But that doesn’t mean they merely sit on clouds and strum harps.
• There are scrolls in heaven, elders in heaven, martyrs who wear clothes in heaven.
• Believers “called out” meaning they could express themselves (Revelation 6:10).
• Believers have palm branches in their hands (Revelation 7:9).
• There are musical instruments in heaven (Revelation 8:6).
• Horses are coming out of heaven (Revelation 19:14).
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• An eagle is ying overhead in heaven (Revelation 8:13).

Where Are Believers Now?
• Soul sleep - some churches teach that believers sleep until the rapture.
• It is based upon a misunderstanding of verses that talk about sleep (1 Corinthians
15:50-52, 1 Thessalonians 4:13).
• Paul corrected this misconception in 2 Corinthians 5:8 - “to be absent from the body is
to be present with the Lord.”
• The believer’s body goes to sleep while the soul goes to heaven.
• Remember what Jesus said to the repentant thief on the cross?
• “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).

Where Are Believers Now?
• Purgatory - a place of suffering sins before going to heaven.
• This has been taught in the Roman Catholic church since the 12th century.
• Assumes that while Christians can be forgiven for confessed sins, other sins not
confessed require a purging experience.
• Based on 2 Maccabees 12:43-46.
• Contradicts two key passages in the New Testament:
- Matthew 25:31-46
- Revelation 20:11-15

Where Are Believers Now?
• Reincarnation - Some believe in reincarnation rather than resurrection.
• A 2009 Pew study found 22 percent of those identifying as “Christians” believe in
reincarnation.
• Revelation 21-22 shows reincarnation is not our nal destination
• Jesus says in John 5:24 – “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word
and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has
passed from death to life.”
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• Hebrews 9:27 – “And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes
judgment.

Where Are Believers Now?
• Become an angel - that seems to be taught in “It’s a Wonderful Life.”
• This popular cultural idea is also promoted by some in the New Age Movement.
• The belief that after death we become an angel or some other spiritual presence.
• Jesus only said in Mark 12:25 that we would be “like angels in heaven.”
• Hebrews 1:14 - “Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will
inherit salvation?”
• 1 Corinthians 6:3 - teaches that we will judge angels.

Where Are Believers Now?
• Annihilation - we do not live after death but are annihilated.
• This is the teaching of atheists who say we merely live and die.
• Many cults teach that those who are not saved are merely annihilated.
• Contradicts story in Luke 16 - Rich Man and Lazarus.
• Contradicts Revelation 20-22.

Question #1 - Will It Be Boring?
• Will it be boring in heaven?
• We are not going to be sitting idly in heaven.
• God is NOT going to say, “well done, good and faithful servant, now sit back and rest
for all of eternity.”
• “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you
over much. Enter into the joy of your master” (Matthew 25:21).
• Revelation 22:3 says, “His servants shall serve Him.”
• Will it grow boring? Psalm 16:11 says His presence “is fullness of joy” and at His
“right hand are pleasures forevermore.”

Question #2 - Will We Rule With Christ?
• Most Christians are surprised to hear that we will rule with Christ.
• Jesus, for example, talks about ruling over cities (Luke 19:17).
• Paul says believers will judge the world (1 Corinthians 6:2-3).
• Paul says that we will reign with Christ (2 Timothy 2:12).
• God’s decree is that His servants will “reign forever and ever” (Revelation 22:5).
• Originally we were given dominion (Genesis 1:28) and put in charge of the creation
(Psalm 8:6).
• Because crowns are a symbol of ruling, every mention is a reference to ruling.

Question #3 - Know Each Other?
• Will we know each other in heaven?
• One example: Mount of Trans guration (Luke 9:31)
- Peter, James, and John
- They knew Moses and Elijah (dead for a thousand years)
• We will sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Matthew 8:11).
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• We see through glass darkly, but will be known in heaven (1 Corinthians 13:12).

Question #4 - Know Events on Earth?
• Will we know events on earth?
• Hebrews 12 - surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.
• Luke 15 - rejoicing in heaven for one sinner who repents.
• Revelation 6 - those in heaven know what is happening during Tribulation.

Question #5 - Know About Unbelievers?
• Will we know about unbelievers?
• Deuteronomy 25 - blot out the remembrance of Amalek.
• Psalm 9:5 - put out their name forever.
• Psalm 69:28 - blotted out book of life.
• Psalm 109:13 - name blotted out.

Question #6 - Marriage in Heaven?
• Is there marriage in heaven?
• Matthew 22:30 - “For in the resurrection they never marry, nor
are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.”
• Luke elaborates that people “can no longer die; for they are
like the angels” (Luke 20:36).
• Lee Strobel cites one theologian who explained: “A major
reason for marriage is procreation to continue one’s lineage,
but in Heaven people are eternal, so no one will need to
procreate in order to continue the family line. Thus, there
won’t be a need for new marriages in Heaven.”

Question #7 - Eat in Heaven?
• Will we eat in heaven?
• Resurrected Jesus ate (Luke 24:41-43).
• In heaven we have the marriage supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:9).
• In New Heaven and New Earth - tree of life, fruits for eating, leaves for healing
(Revelation 22)

Question #8 - Explore in Heaven?
• Will we explore in heaven?
• We will serve God in heaven (Revelation 22)
• Heaven’s gates always open: people can travel in and out (Revelation 21:24-25; 22:14).
• We will explore universe - “seated in the heavenly places” (Ephesians 2:6).
• Jesus says He will give us the morning star (Revelation 2:28).
• The is a reference to the planet Venus, currently an inhospitable planet.
• Could suggest that God will entrust to us planets or stars in the New Heavens.

Question #9 - Animals in Heaven?
• Will there be animals in heaven?
• Horses (2 Kings 2:11; Revelation 6:2-8).
• Animals in millennial kingdom will probably also be in New Heaven and New Earth
(lamb, lion, etc.).
• Humans were given dominion over the creation (Genesis 1-2) and will reign with Christ
in heaven (Revelation 20-22).

Question #10 - Tree of Life in Heaven?
• John describes the river of life and then talks about the tree of life (Revelation 22:21).
• The river of life may refer back to Psalm 46:4 - “There is a river whose streams shall
make glad the city of God.”
• On each side of this river are trees of life, “each tree yielding its fruit every month” and
the leaves are “for healing of the nations.”
• The tree of life is mentioned three times in Genesis 2.
• Tree of life may be the source of physical life and perhaps for healing.
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• The Greek word for healing is the word therapeia from which we get our word
therapeutic. Eating it may provide joy pleasure, and ful llment in heaven.

Surprises in Heaven?

fi

fi

fi

John Newton - “If I ever reach heaven I expect to nd three
wonders: rst, to meet some I had not thought to see there;
second, to miss some I had expected to see there; and third,
the greatest wonder of all, to nd myself there.”

Books on Heaven

