Another Gospel
Response to Progressive Christianity

Another Gospel

Story of Alisa Childers
• Though she grew up in a Christian home with Christian music (Chuck
Girard) and with a Christian music group (ZOEgirl), she had a crisis of faith.
• A pastor she met on a street outreach on Hollywood Boulevard began to
challenge her fundamental beliefs about God, Jesus, and the Bible.
• He identified himself as a “hopeful agnostic.”
• On the chopping block: Virgin Birth, Resurrection, Atonement, Bible.
• These weren’t important and shouldn’t be believed because these were the
beliefs of “fundies” and “fearful dimwits.”

Story of Alisa Childers
• In her search and discovery, she found that the core historic claims of
Christianity are true.
• The Bible, though attacked and maligned century after century, stands tall
atop the rubble of accusations that have been piled up against it.
• The Christian worldview is the only one that can sufficiently explain reality.
• She rediscovered Jesus and found her faith strengthen because of this
journey.
• She prays that your faith will be strengthened too.

The First Creed
• “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve” (1 Corinthians 15:3-5).
• Easy to spot this as a creed based on syntax, text, and linguistics.
• But the easiest way is to look at the phrases “delivered to you” and “having
received” which were used in the ancient world.
• From this we can see what the earliest Christians believed.

The First Creed
• Four major beliefs:
• They believed that Jesus died for their sins.
• They believed that Jesus was buried and raised from the dead.
• They believed that Jesus’ atoning death, burial, and resurrection were
inseparable from the Scriptures.
• They believed that their core belief in the Resurrection could be verified by
evidence.

No Safe Place to Doubt
• Fuller Youth Institute studied the spiritual progression of 500 young groups
graduates during their first three years of college.
• One of the reasons Christian youth abandoned their faith after high school
was because, at some point in their lives, they’d expressed doubts about
what they’d been taught to believe.
• Instead of providing a safe place to process those uncertainties, well-meaning
church leaders told them they shouldn’t even ask such questions in the first
place. This led them to believe Christianity was a house of cards.

No Safe Place to Doubt
“In effect, we tell people to shut up, just take
the biblical teaching (which, on some topics,
may really just be our own strongly held
opinions) at face value as fact and accept it
by faith, as though that by itself is a virtue.
But biblical faith is not a blind leap: it
involved knowledge — that God has spoken
and is trustworthy.”

The Emergent Movement
• The Emergent movement first became influential in the evangelical church in
the early 2000s.
• Key leaders were Brian McLaren, Tony Jones, and Doug Pagitt.
• It was born out of a belief that the church was too influenced by modernism.
• The leaders not only reexamined the methods of the church, but some started
to reexamine the beliefs and doctrine of historic Christianity.
• Three areas of challenge: the Bible, the cross, and the gospel.

Three Areas of Challenge
• The Bible (pp. 77-83)
- “Does anyone here still believe that Adam and Even were literal people?”
• The cross (pp. 83-87)
- “I can’t believe in a God who isn’t even as forgiving and caring as me."
• The gospel (pp. 87-88).
- “Who believes we were born good, and who believes we were born
sinners?”

Nothing New Under the Sun
• Same Wrapper: Different Candy #1
- The Circumcision Party (pp. 103-105)
• Same Wrapper: Different Candy #2
- The Gnostics (pp. 105-110)
• Same Wrapper: Different Candy #3
- The Marcionites (pp. 110-113)

For the Bible Tells Me So?
• Progressive pastor - “How many of you believe the Bible is God’s Word?”
• “Does the Bible have the final say?”
• “I’ve met Muslims who say the exact same thing about the Quran.”
• Reliability of the New Testament
- Her example: Peach Cobbler recipe
- We do not have error-ridden copies

Was it True Only For Them?
• Progressive pastor - “How do we know they walked with Jesus?”
• They were eyewitnesses (Gospels written before fall of Jerusalem in AD 70)
• New Testament displays correct understanding of botany, custom, languages
• Authentic account - includes many embarrassing details of the writers
• Cold Case Christianity - J. Warner Wallace - has the marks of honest,
eyewitness accounts, eyewitnesses rarely include the same details.

Authority Problems
• Rob Bell - “The church will continue to be even more irrelevant when it
quotes letter from 2,000 years ago as their best defense.”
• Peter Enns - “The Bible is an ancient book and we shouldn’t be surprised to
see it act like one. So seeing God portrayed as a violent, tribal warrior is not
how God is but how he was understood to be by the ancient Israelites
community with god in their time and place.”
• We cannot submit to the authority of the Bible if we have a false idea of how
it communicates biblical truth to us.

Hell on Earth?
• In his book, Love Wins, Rob Bell suggests hell may not be a physical place.
• Hell is simply the literal experience of evil on earth.
• Universalism - the belief that all human beings will be saved and spend
eternity with God.
- Misconception #1 - People in Hell Are Repentant
- Misconception #2 -The Devil is in Charge in Hell
- Misconception #3 - Everyone Gets the Same Punishment

Cosmic Child Abuse
• Michael Gungor - “That God needed to be appeased with blood is not
beautiful. It’s horrific.”
• Progressive Christians reject the idea of the atonement - humans are fallen
(Romans 3:23), Jesus died for our sins (Romans 3 and 5), Jesus paid the price
for our sins (1 Corinthians 6:20).
• Steve Chalke - “Penal substation is tantamount to child abuse — a vengeful
Father punishing His Son for an offense he has not even committed.”
• Jesus is not “God’s whipping boy.”

What is a Christian?
• The famous atheist, Christopher Hitchens was interviews by a progressive
Christian writer for the Portland Monthly about his opposition to Christianity.
• She noted that his opposition to Christianity was of the “fundamentalist”
variety, and instead identified herself as a “liberal Christian” and didn’t take
the stories of the Bible literally.
• “I would say that if you don’t believe that Jesus of Nazareth was the Christ
and the Messiah, and that he rose again from the dead and by his sacrifice
our sins are forgiven, you’re really not in any meaningful sense a Christian.”

Reconstruction
• There are a few essentials to the Christian faith (Norm Geisler).
• Human depravity (I am a sinner), Christ’s atoning death (Christ died for my
sins), and grace (I am saved by grace).
• God’s unity (there is one God), Christ’s deity (Christ is God), Christ’s
humanity (Christ is man), and Christ’s bodily resurrection (Christ rose from
the dead).
• The necessity of faith (I must believe).

Progressive Christianity

For decades, a war has been raging against
Biblical Christianity that goes under the
seemingly innocent name of “progressive
Christianity.”
It has cropped up in the halls of
seminaries, inﬁltrated the pulpits of
thousands of churches and been
propagated by a godless liberal media. It is
bent on casting doubt and undermining
the foundational principles of God’s Word.

Progressive Christianity
• Many of Paul’s letter were written to church that were experiencing serious
doctrinal errors.
• One of his sternest letters was to the church in Galatia in which he accused
them of turning to a “different gospel” which is really “no gospel at all.”
• The same warning applies to advocates of progressive Christianity.
• Progressive Christianity denied the divinely inspired, authoritative truth of
the Bible (marriage, sexuality, social justice).
• It can also send a person to hell (denial of the deity of Jesus Christ).

Near the end of His Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus warned: “Beware of false
prophets, who come to you in sheep’s
clothing but inwardly are ravenous
wolves. You will recognize them by
their fruits” (MaLhew 7:15-16).

Progressive Christianity
• Uphold biblical authority. One of the hallmarks of progressive Christianity is
a lowered view of the Bible.
• Stand for biblical sexuality and the sanctity of human life. Sex within the
bounds of marriage is considered outdates and even harmful.
• Get a backbone. The world also hated Jesus (John 15:18).
• Live the truth. We hear the slogan, “what’s true for you is true for you.”
• Proclaim the gospel. They want Christianity to be “inclusive.”

The disciples asked Jesus a question
that many of us have wondered
about: “Lord, will those who are
saved be few?” (Luke 13:23
“Strive to enter through the narrow
door” (Luke 13:24.
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