
1

a b ibl ical  v iew on

money 
management

k e r b y  a n d e r s o n





1

 A number of years ago, I wrote a 
book with the appropriate title, Making 
the Most of Your Money in Tough Times. 
Although there have been tough times 
in the past, we certainly need some 
biblical wisdom about our money 
and how to manage it in our current 
circumstances.

Biblical View on Money

 Let’s start by correcting a common 
cliché that money is the root of all evil. 
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Actually, the biblical passage says, “The 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, 
for which some have strayed from the 
faith in their greediness” (I Timothy 6:10).

 Money is not evil, but the love of 
money can be a concern. Money can be 
used to promote good or evil. Money 
can provide for your family, feed the 
poor, and promote the gospel. It can 
also be used to buy drugs, engage in 
prostitution, and destroy individuals 
and society.

 The real question is, What is your 
attitude towards money? What do you 
plan to do with the financial resources 
God has placed into your hands? Jesus 
warned us that we should not love 
money because we cannot serve God 
and Mammon (Matthew 6:24). In order 
to have a proper biblical perspective on 
money, we need to understand what 
the Bible teaches about wealth and 
poverty.

 While we are talking about money, 
let’s focus some attention on wealth. 
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Within the Christian community, we are 
often bombarded with unbiblical views 
of wealth. At one extreme are those who 
preach a prosperity gospel of “health 
and wealth” for all believers. At the 
other extreme are radical Christians who 
condemn all wealth and imply that a rich 
Christian is a contradiction in terms.

 What is a biblical view of wealth? 
First, wealth itself is not condemned. 
The Bible teaches that God gave 
material wealth to Abraham (Genesis 
13), Isaac (Genesis 26), Jacob (Genesis 
30), and Joseph (Genesis 39). Other 
characters in the Old Testament were 
also wealthy, such as Job (Job 42) and 
Solomon (1 Kings 3). In fact, we see in 
Job 42 that God once again blessed 
Job with material possessions after his 
trials. In Deuteronomy, Proverbs, and 
Ecclesiastes, wealth is seen as evidence 
of God’s blessing (Deuteronomy 8; 28; 
Proverbs 22:2; Ecclesiastes. 5:19).

 Even though wealth might be an 
evidence of God’s blessing, believers 
are not to trust in it. Passages in the 
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Old Testament and the New Testament 
teach that the believer should not trust 
in wealth but in God (Proverbs 11:4; 
11:28; Jeremiah 9:23; 1 Timothy 6:17; 
James 1:11; 5:2).

 Second, when wealthy people in 
the Bible were condemned, they were 
condemned for the means by which 
their riches were obtained, not for 
the riches themselves. The Old Testa-
ment prophet Amos railed against the 
injustice of obtaining wealth through 
oppression or fraud (4:11; 5:11). Micah 
spoke out against the unjust scales 
and light weights with which Israel 
defrauded the poor (6:1). Neither Amos 
nor Micah condemned wealth per se; 
they only denounced the unjust means 
by which it is sometimes achieved.

 Third, Christians should be con-
cerned about the effect wealth can 
have on our lives. We read in many 
passages that wealth often tempts us 
to forget about God. Proverbs 30:8-9 
says: “Give me neither poverty nor 
riches; Feed me with the food that is 
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my portion, That I not be full and deny 
You and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’” Hosea 
13:6 says of those who were satisfied 
that “their heart became proud” and 
ultimately forgot about the Lord.

Biblical View on Giving

 In order to develop a biblical point 
of view on money, we should first focus 
on the subject of giving. The concept 
of the tithe in introduced is the Old 
Testament. The word tithe means “a 
tenth part.” Once you understand that, 
you realize that many people use the 
phrase “tithe”, but aren’t really accurate 
in using it. Someone who makes $3000 
a month and gives only $100 a month, 
for instance, is not tithing. A number of 
studies have found that only 2-3 per-
cent of households tithe their income to 
their church.

 There is no explicit command 
in the New Testament to tithe. The 
primary reason is that the tithe was 
for the Levites and the priests. The 
substitutionary death of Christ for 
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our sins did away with the need for 
a temple. Christians don’t need the 
temple and don’t need priests as in-
tercessors. We are all priests now and 
no longer live under law but under 
grace (Romans 6:15).

 In the New Testament, we do see 
numerous verses calling for believers 
to give. For example, we are to give 
to those who minister (1 Corinthians 
16:1; Galatians 2:10). We are to give to 
those who trust God to supply their 
needs (Philippians 4:19). We are to give 
as God has prospered us (1 Corinthi-
ans 16:2) and are to give cheerfully (2 
Corinthians 9:7). And the Bible teaches 
that we will ultimately give an account 
of our stewardship (Romans 14:12).

 The first century believers set a 
high standard for giving. They sold 
their goods and gave money to any 
believer in need (Acts 2:45). They sold 
their property and gave the entire 
amount to the work of the apostles 
(Acts 4:36-5:2).  And they also gave 
generously to the ministry of Paul (2 
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Corinthians 8:1-5) on a continual basis 
(Philippians 4:16-18).

 Even though the tithe was no lon-
ger required, it appears that the early 
believers used the tithe as a baseline 
for their giving. After all, a large major-
ity of the first century believers were 
Jewish, and so they gave not only the 
tithe but above and beyond the requi-
site ten percent.

 Paul makes it clear that Christians 
are not to give “grudgingly or under 
compulsion” but as each believer has 
“purposed in his heart” (2 Corinthians 
9:7). Although the tithe was no longer 
the mandatory requirement, it seems 
to have provided a basis for voluntary 
giving by believers.

Biblical View on Debt and Savings

 It is always important for us to get 
out of debt. I have written another 
booklet on the subject of debt. If you 
are in debt or want to learn more about 
government debt and personal debt, I 
encourage you to obtain that booklet.
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 We should not merely work to get 
out of debt and eventually break even. 
Savings and investing should be part of 
your budget and part of your life plan. 
Saving and investing are ultimately a 
means to an end. You may be saving 
for your kids’ college or saving for your 
retirement.

 America used to be a nation of 
savers. In fact, thrift was a founda-
tional element of American society. The 
architect Louis Sullivan even carved 
the word THRIFT over the door of his 
bank. Thrift was seen as a private moral 
virtue that made public prosperity pos-
sible. Americans supported institutions 
that encouraged savings.

 The Bible encourages us to save. In 
Proverbs it encourages those who do not 
save to consider how a lowly creature like 
the ant prepares for the future. “Go to the 
ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and 
be wise! It has no commander, no over-
seer or ruler, yet it stores its provisions in 
summer and gathers its food at harvest” 
(Proverbs 6:6-8).
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 The writer of Proverbs also talks 
about how wise people save in con-
trast to foolish people who do not. 
“In the house of the wise are stores of 
choice food and oil, but a foolish man 
devours all he has” (Proverbs 21:20).

 We should always have a budget. 
Author and speaker, John Maxwell, has 
a great definition of a budget: “A bud-
get is people telling their money what 
to do instead of wondering where it 
went.” A budget is a plan for saving and 
spending.

 The book of Proverbs admonishes 
us to plan. Proverbs 16:3 says, “Commit 
your works to the LORD And your plans 
will be established.” But as we develop 
these plans for the future, we also need 
to be sensitive to the Lord’s leading. 
“The mind of man plans his way, but 
the Lord directs his steps” (Proverbs 
16:9).

 The Bible promises that good 
things will happen when we plan. 
“Good planning and hard work lead 
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to prosperity” (Proverbs 21:5, NLT). By 
contrast, the Bible also teaches that 
your plans will fail if these plans are not 
within the will of God. Isaiah 30:1 says, 
“’Destruction is certain for my rebel-
lious children,’ says the Lord. ‘You make 
plans that are contrary to my will. You 
weave a web of plans that are not from 
my Spirit, thus piling up your sins.’”

 If you do not have anything in 
savings, you need to begin by putting 
aside a cash reserve for emergencies. 
Proverbs 22:5 says, “The prudent sees 
danger and hides himself, but the 
simple go on and suffer for it.” Everyone 
needs a cash reserve for major emer-
gencies (fire, tornado, earthquake) and 
even for small emergencies and incon-
veniences (broken appliance, car repair, 
flat tire).

 Most financial advisors suggest 
that you have six months’ worth of 
income set aside for an emergency 
or unexpected expense. You may not 
have that set aside right now, but to-
day is a good time to start setting aside 
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some money. Make your first goal to 
set aside one months’ worth of income.

 If you want to learn more about 
money management, I encourage you 
to obtain some of the books listed in 
the additional resources. There are 
good Christian books that address the 
topics of giving, debt, credit, saving, 
investment, spending, and insurance. 
Some also address topics like work, 
socialism, and capitalism. Start today 
to change your financial picture with 
sound management of your financial 
resources.
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Additional Resources

Randy Alcorn, Money, Possession, and Eternity 
(Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 2003).

Kerby Anderson, Christians and Economics 
(Cambridge, OH: Christian Publishing House, 
2016).

Kerby Anderson, Making the Most of Your Money 
in Tough Times. (Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 
2009).

Larry Burkett, How to Manage Your Money: An In-
Depth Bible Study on Personal Finances (Chicago, 
IL: Moody, 2002).

Jay Richards, Money, Greed, and God (NY: Harper 
One, 2009).
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