
The pastoral relationship is about much more than preaching 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-12



1 Thessalonians 2:1–6
• Those who truly believe the Gospel preach it even through strong opposition.

• Paul begins this chapter by building on the point in chapter 1, verse 5.

• What kind of men did Paul and his coworkers prove themselves to be?

• Paul’s opponents were trying to turn the Thessalonians against him.

• Paul urged them to remember what he and his coworkers were really like.

• Here is a short list of the contrasts:



1 Thessalonians 2:1–6
• They preached with boldness even in the face of persecution (verse 2).

• Their message was true, not filled with errors (verse 3).

• They were not trying to deceive anyone (verse 3).

• They never tried to flatter (verse 5).

• They were not trying to make money (verse 5).

• They were not seeking fame or glory (verse 6).



1 Thessalonians 2:1–6
• The list is a great description of what pastors are supposed to be like.

• Notice that the list is mostly things they didn’t do.

• This is also a helpful checklist of what false teachers do.

- Are they motivated by greed or their own glory?

- Are they trying to flatter, deceive, or trick you?

- Is their teaching filled with falsehoods and false promises?

- Or is it the pure message of the Gospel?



1 Thessalonians 2:1–6
• Paul wanted the Thessalonians to know that his motives and the motives of 

his companions were pure.

• One of the ways the Thessalonians could know they were sincere is they 
preached through persecution and hardship (2:1–2).

• They weren’t in it for the money, fame or personal gain.

• Those in it for personal gain, quit when preaching no longer benefits them.

• A lot of voices in our culture claim to speak for God. We need discernment.



1 Thessalonians 2:7–12
• Pastors don’t just preach the Gospel; they share their lives with their people.

•  The apostles shared more than just their preaching; they shared their “own 
selves” (2:8).

• They weren’t just traveling orators who swept into town to speak and gain a 
following. They invested themselves in people’s real lives. They had a 
pastoral relationship with the people they served.

• Many modern pastors have reiterated this same point as they preach, teach, 
and write about missional living and the art of neighboring. 



1 Thessalonians 2:7–12
• Sharing the Gospel in the context of an authentic relationship is powerful.

• Faith is often “more caught than taught.”

• Many people who come to know Jesus weren’t led to the Lord by a stranger.

• They had personal relationships with people who loved Jesus and they saw 
how their lives were different.

• They felt love from those Christians. They found their conversations with 
their Christian friends often went deeper and touched on important issues. 



1 Thessalonians 2:7–12
• In verses 9–10, Paul continued to defend himself and his companions.

• He asked the Thessalonians to remember what they were like when they 
were with them.

• They compare that to the many other traveling teachers and preachers of 
other religions and philosophies, specifically in three ways:

• First, they worked day and night so they wouldn’t be a financial burden. 
Paul was a tentmaker by trade, so he could support himself financially and 
not have to ask for money for his ministry (Acts 18:1–5). 



1 Thessalonians 2:7–12
• He said elsewhere that it is not wrong to pay pastors and evangelists for their 

work.

• Pastors have a right to be paid for preaching, but he and his companions 
chose not to accept payment so there would be no obstacle in the way of the 
Gospel of Christ (1 Corinthians 9:9–14).

• In that way, 1) they would be able to go into any place to preach, regardless 
of whether those people could afford to pay them, and 2) no one could 
accuse them of only doing it for the money. 



1 Thessalonians 2:7–12
• Second, they were “holy, righteous and blameless” in their conduct toward 

the people.

• Paul uses three very similar but slightly different adjectives to describe them, 
which was an ancient way of emphasizing what you were saying.

• Their lives were their witness as much as their words, an important element 
in living on mission and witnessing to people through relationship.

• Our actions always speak louder than our words.



1 Thessalonians 2:7–12
• Finally, they loved them as a father and mother love their precious children.

• They didn’t just preach at them or debate with them but loved them deeply.

• It is important for us to understand the power of relationships as we seek to 
live out the Great Commission in our lives.

• The most effective witnessing is often done through relationships.

• Building authentic loving relationships with people, earning the right to be 
heard, and sharing your faith in a way that fits naturally into your 
conversations. 



1 Thessalonians 2:7–12
• Pastors care for their flocks as parents do for their children.

• Paul said he and his companions were like a nursing mother and father.

• He touches on the qualities of both parents in describing the flock as their 
children:

- the gentle care of a mother (2:7)

- the exhortation and encouragement of a father (2:11). 



1 Thessalonians 2:7–12
• The father metaphor would have been a typical way to talk about leadership 

and especially discipleship in their culture.

• The nursing mother metaphor would have been a shocking comparison. In 
most Roman households, slaves served as wet nurses for their babies.

• Paul specifically wrote about a mother caring for “her own children” (2:7), 
declaring that their relationship was deep and intimate in the same way.

• Jesus was like the owner of the sheep, who knows His sheep intimately and 
lays down His life for them (John 10:12–16).



1 Thessalonians 2:7–12
• In that ancient culture, gentleness was considered a shameful trait.

• Paul described their gentleness as a good thing, intentionally contrasting 
their gentle care for the Thessalonians with the way other teachers and 
philosophers treated disciples. 

• Paul flipped the culture on its head.

• He showed that what is honorable in God’s kingdom – gentleness, peace, 
humility – is the complete opposite of what the world considered honorable 
– strength and power. 



1 Thessalonians 2:7–12
• Paul and his companions were also like a loving father to them.

• This time, the metaphor speaks to the exhortation of a father instead of the 
gentleness of a mother.

• Paul likens them to both halves of the parenting team in the same way that 
Jesus likens Himself to a mother hen (Matthew 23:37–39) and calls God our 
Father.

• He says, “we exhorted you, encouraged you, and charged you” to walk in a 
manner worthy of God.



1 Thessalonians 2:7–12
• We should walk “worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory.”

• Here are other passages in the book of Romans:

• Romans 5:1-2 - “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also 
obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.”

• Romans 8:18 - “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.”



Ask Kerby

Was the Holy Spirit in heaven 
before Jesus died on the cross?



Holy Spirit
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The 
earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face 
of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of 
the waters.”

                                                                        Genesis 1:1-2

“Then God said, Let us make man in our image after our 
likeness.”
                                                                          Genesis 1:26



Holy Spirit
• Numbers 11:26 - “And the Spirit rested upon them (now they were among 

those who had been registered, but had not gone out to the tent), and they 
prophesied in the camp.”

• Judges 3:10 - “And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him [Othniel].”

• Judges 11:29 - “So the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon.”

• 1 Samuel 10:6 - “Then the Spirit of the LORD will come upon you mightily.”

• 1 Samuel 16:13-14 - “and the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David.”



Holy Spirit
• 1 Samuel 19:20-23 - “the Spirit of God came upon the messengers of Saul; and 

they also prophesied.”

• 2 Chronicles 24:20 - “Then the Spirit of God came on Zechariah.”

• Nehemiah 9:30 - “However, Thou didst bear with them for many years, and 
admonished them by Thy Spirit through Thy prophets.”

• Psalms 51:11 - “Do not cast me away from Thy presence, and do not take 
your Holy Spirit from me.”

• Ezekiel 2:2 - And as He spoke to me, the Spirit entered me.”





Ask Kerby

What are some books or other 
ways to build up/protect young 
people?

Children and grandchildren



Younger Children



Science Books



Older Children



Older Children


