
Our faith, hope, and love are a strong testimony for the gospel 
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10



Background
• The overall theme of both letters to the Thessalonians is how we are to live as 

we wait for the Second Coming of Jesus.

• Each chapter of 1 Thessalonians ends with a reference to the Second Coming.

•  1 Thessalonians was written in response to Timothy’s report that the 
Thessalonians were struggling to keep their hope and faith in the midst of 
persecution and the unexpected deaths of some of their church members.

• Paul wrote to remind them of the supernatural power and authority of the 
Gospel and the fact that persecution is normal for believers.





Background
• The capital of Macedonia, Thessalonica, was a prestigious and busy city 

located on the coast of the Aegean Sea on a natural harbor along the busy 
east-west Egnatian Way. 

• Because of its location on the trade route, the city was prosperous and 
culturally diverse.

• It had a cosmopolitan population that included many different cultures with 
many different gods.

• It also had a large Jewish community.



Background
• The presence of a large Jewish community is why when Paul and his 

companions went there.

• They were able to preach in the synagogue and lots of people about Jesus 
very quickly.

• Yet, when Paul preached and some chose to follow Jesus, the Jewish leaders 
became jealous, formed a mob, and drove them out of the city.

• They accused the Christians of acting against the decrees of Caesar in 
declaring there to be another king – Jesus (Acts 17:1–9).



Thessalonica 



Thessalonica



Mt. Olympus from Thessaloniki



1 Thessalonians 1:1–3
• Timothy and Silvanus were Paul’s co-laborers in the gospel.

• He was their spiritual father.

• Timothy was the pastor who had been with the Thessalonians and knew 
their struggles and fears.

• Paul sent Timothy back to Thessalonica to encourage the Christians there.

• Timothy returned to Paul with a report that they were struggling with 
persecution and the unexpected death of some of their members.



1 Thessalonians 1:1–3
• First, Paul thanked God for these faithful believers who stayed committed to 

Jesus even in a city that was so obviously hostile to the gospel.

• Here Paul commended the Thessalonians for being a shining example to the 
rest of the churches in the known world at the time (1:7), because their work 
was produced by faith, their labor was prompted by love, and their 
endurance was inspired by hope (verse 3).

• Our endurance is sustained by faith, hope, and love.



1 Thessalonians 1:1–3
• Abiding in Jesus is a daily discipline.

• Staying connected to Him is how we bear much fruit (John 15:1–9).

• Jesus can give you: 

- faith that moves mountains (Matthew 17:20)

- hope that doesn’t disappoint (Romans 5:5)

- love that never fails (1 Corinthians 13:8).



1 Thessalonians 1:1–3
• “He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made 

manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are believers 
in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith 
and hope are in God.” (1 Peter 1:20–21) .

• “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by 
the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope” (Romans 15:13).

• “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God” (1 John 4:7a).



1 Thessalonians 1:4–5a
• The gospel comes not only with words but with the power of the Holy Spirit.

• Paul and his companions were only in Thessalonica for three weeks before 
they were driven out of town.

• Paul spent a longer time emphasizing their great love for Thessalonians and 
the Holy Spirit’s sustaining of them while the ministers weren’t able to be 
there with them.

• He talks about how different he and his companions were from other 
itinerant preachers—they had a parental love for these Christians. 



1 Thessalonians 1:4–5a
• Paul affirmed the divine source of their conversion (verses 4–5).

• Paul and his companions didn’t have a long time to persuade the 
Thessalonians of the truth of the gospel.

• They were only there for three Sabbath days.

• Because of the power of the Holy Spirit, their hearts were fully convicted 
when those in Thessalonica saw the testimony of their lives.

• We are called to do our best to be a witness, both with our words and with 
our lives. 



1 Thessalonians 1:4–5a
• The real power of conversion doesn’t lie in how great our words are, how 

powerful our testimony is, or even how well we represent Christ to the 
world.

• The real power of conversion rests in the supernatural power of the Holy 
Spirit.

• Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians, we can plant the seed of the gospel or water a 
seed that has already been planted, but only God causes the growth (1 
Corinthians 3:5–9).



1 Thessalonians 1:5b–10
• When we live with joy no matter our circumstances, we are a model of faith.

• Nine times Paul used the phrase “you know” to introduce a topic.

• He was gently reminding them of what they already knew.

• Paul’s opponents spoke against him to the Thessalonians, but they knew 
what kind of men he and his companions were and how they had proved 
themselves when they were with them.

• Later Paul described themselves as “gentle among you, like nursing mother 
taking care of her own children” (2:7).  



1 Thessalonians 1:5b–10
• These men were not trying to take advantage of the Thessalonians or deceive 

them, as some of their opponents claimed, or as false teachers do.

• Jesus said such false teachers are like wolves in sheep’s clothing, ready to tear 
the sheep apart (Matthew 7:15).

• Paul and his companions were so tender and loving that they treated the 
Thessalonians as a mother would treat her newborn baby.

• Jesus said the world would know who His disciples were by their love for 
one another (John 13:35). 



1 Thessalonians 1:5b–10
• They also became imitators of Paul and his companions in the supernatural 

joy they had in the midst of affliction (1:6).

• Only the Holy Spirit can give people joy in affliction like that.

• Natural human joy is based on circumstances:

- when things are going well, you’re happy

- when things are not going well, you’re upset

• Jesus gives us the power to be content in all circumstances.



1 Thessalonians 1:5b–10
• Their joy in the midst of suffering was so radical that it spread the gospel 

message throughout all of Macedonia and Achaia.

• The apostles didn’t even have to preach in those areas. The word spread 
simply by the testimony of their lives (1:7–8).

• There are many incredible stories of people who have had inexplicable joy in 
the midst of suffering.

• This is an attitude that has no natural explanation and could only come from 
Christ.



Afghanistan, 9/11, and  
the New Middle East







Afghanistan - 2021
• On the 20th anniversary of 9/11, the Taliban flag will fly over the embassy.

• Fifty years from now, Americans will stare in disbelief at the photo of an 
Marine plucking a baby to safety over barbed wire at Kabul airport. 

- Phase One: 2001–2007

- Phase Two: 2008–2013

- Phase Three: 2014–2020

- Phase Four: Bug-out in 2021










