
Why So Much Detail 
in the Old Testament?



Chosen Nation

Genesis 12:1-3 – Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your 
country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him 
who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed.”



Chosen Nation

Exodus 19:5 - “Now therefore, if you will obey my voice 
indeed, and keep my covenant, then you shall be a peculiar 
treasure unto me from all the peoples, for all the earth is 
mine.”



Chosen Nation

Deuteronomy 14:1-2 – “You are the sons of the Lord your 
God. . . . For you are a people holy to the Lord your God, and 
the Lord has chosen you to be a people for his treasured 
possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the 
earth.”





Art
• Art is not forbidden, but the making of a “graven image” is forbidden 

(Exodus 20:4-5).

• We are not forbidden to make an image of anything other than God.

• We are told not to “bow down” to a graven image (Leviticus 26:1).

• Notice that simultaneously as God gave Moses the Ten Commandments, he 
also gave specific instruction for the representational art that would be 
created and place in the Tabernacle.



Art and the Tabernacle 
• In Exodus 25:9 - “Exactly as I show you concerning the pattern of 

the tabernacle, and of all its furniture, so you shall make it.”

• God was the architect, not Moses or the Israelites. We often read, “and thou 
shall make.”



Art and the Tabernacle 
• First, let’s look at the art in the Holy of Holies:

- “And you shall make two cherubim of gold; of hammered work shall you 
make them, on the two ends of the mercy seat” (Ex 25:18).

• What are cherubim?

- They are part of the angelic host.

• What is being commanded?

- A work of art is to be constructed.



Art and the Tabernacle 
• Second, let’s look outside the Tabernacle to the candles.

• Exodus 25:31-33 - “You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand 
shall be made of hammered work: its base, its stem, its cups, its calyxes, and 
its flowers shall be of one piece with it. And there shall be six branches going 
out of its sides, three branches of the lampstand out of one side of it and three 
branches of the lampstand out of the other side of it; three cups made like 
almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on one branch, and three cups 
made like almond blossoms, each with calyx and flower, on the other branch
—so for the six branches going out of the lampstand.”



Art and the Tabernacle 
• This is another work of art: a candlestick.

• How is it decorated?

• Not with representations of angels, but with representations of nature, 
flowers, blossoms, things of natural beauty.



Art and the Tabernacle 
• Third, let’s look at the description of the priestly garments:

• Exodus 28:33 - “On its hem you shall make pomegranates of blue and purple 
and scarlet yarns, around its hem, with bells of gold between them.”

• When the priest went into the Holy of Holies, he was to take with him on his 
garments a representation of nature, carrying that representation into the 
presence of God.



Art and the Tabernacle 
• Notice the colors. In nature, pomegranates are red, but these pomegranates 

were to be blue, purple and scarlet. Purple and scarlet could be natural 
changes in the growth of a pomegranate. But blue isn’t.

• The implication is that there is freedom to make something which gets its 
impetus from nature but can be different from it and it too can be brought 
into the presence of God.

• In other words, art does not need to be “photographic.” In other words, it can 
be creatively and artistically rendered.



Art and the Temple
• The Temple was also inspired by God. David records that Solomon’s design 

was a “pattern that he had by the Spirit” (1 Chronicles 28:11-12).

• Verse 19 reads, “All this he made clear to me in writing from the hand of 
the Lord, all the work to be done according to the plan.”

• The temple was to be filled with art work and garnished “with precious 
stones for beauty” (2 Chronicles 3:6).

• The Temple was covered with precious stones for beauty. There was no 
pragmatic reason for the precious stones.



Art and the Temple
• Solomon “lined the house with gold—its beams, its thresholds, its walls, and 

its doors—and he carved cherubim on the walls. (2 Chronicles 3:7).

• In verses 16 and 17 we read, “He made chains like a necklace and put them 
on the tops of the pillars, and he made a hundred pomegranates and put 
them on the chains. He set up the pillars in front of the temple, one on the 
south, the other on the north; that on the south.”

• These two free-standing columns supported no architectural weight and had 
no utilitarian engineering significance.



Jesus and Art 
• In Numbers 21:6 we read about “fiery serpents that bit the people and many 

died.”

• God told Moses to: “Make a serpent, and set it upon a standard” and those 
who see it will live (Numbers 21:8).

• Jesus uses this as an illustration: “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life” (John 3:14-15).

• He uses the illustration even though Hezekiah broke the brazen serpent.





Mosaic Health Laws
• Exodus 15:26 - “If you will diligently listen to the voice of the Lord your God, 

and do that which is right in his eyes, and give ear to his commandments and 
keep all his statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you that I put on the 
Egyptians, for I am the Lord, your healer.”

• Treatment of leprosy and the concept of quarantine used in Europe during 
various plagues came from the Old Testament.

• Leviticus 13:46 - “He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is 
unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp.”



Mosaic Health Laws
• Modern hygiene and washing hands is found in Numbers 19.

• A young Hungarian doctor, Ignaz Semmelweis, noticed that 
many women died after being examined by a doctor that had 
previously done autopsies.

• He proposed washing hands between examinations and 
surgeries. He was criticized and his contract was not renewed.

• His successor threw out the wash basins and the mortality 
rate shot up. Semmelweis died in a mental institution.



Mosaic Health Laws
• Dr. Hiram Wineberg, while studying at New York Mount Sinai Hospital 

noticed few Jewish women ever has cervical cancer.

• He and other researchers concluded that it might be due to the fact that 
Jewish men were circumcised.

• An article in the Journal of the American Medical Association listed reasons for 
circumcision but the article was challenged for failing to mention the safest 
time to perform the operation.



Mosaic Health Laws
• The article mentions that a newborn infant has a “peculiar susceptibility to 

bleeding between the second and fifth days of life.”

• Vitamin K isn’t manufactured in the baby “until the fifth to the seventh day.”

• Available prothrombin actually reaches a peak of 110% on the eight day.

• Genesis 17:12 - “He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. 
Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house 
or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of your offspring.”



Mosaic Health Laws
• The Jewish dietary laws may have protected the Israelites from diseases.

• For example, they could only eat certain animals that have cloven hooves 
and chew their cud (Leviticus 11:3). Only certain cuts are acceptable.

• Not eating pork could have protected them from trichinosis (a parasitic 
disease caused by eating raw or undercooked pork infected with the larvae 
of a species of roundworm commonly called the trichina worm).

• They were also instructed not to eat “what dies of itself or is torn by 
beasts” (Leviticus 22:8).





Foundation of Western Law 
• Rule of Law - the Jews wanted a king and made Saul the first king in Israel.

• Even King Saul and King David had to obey the Ten Commandments.

- Samuel rebuked King Saul (1 Samuel 13).

- Nathan rebuked King David (2 Samuel 12).

• The Old Testament (Torah) was considered the law not the whim of kings.



Foundation of Western Law 
• Majority rule - civil cases were decided on a simple majority, but capital 

crimes required a supermajority.

• Exodus 23:2 also warns - “Do not follow the majority when they do wrong or 
when they give evidence that perverts justice.”

• Freedom of speech - Hebrew prophets openly spoke out against their kings 
and against the people for failing to follow God’s commands.

• Though the majority decided policy for Israel, the minority also had a chance 
to be heard.



Foundation of Western Law 
• Trial - the court system has three levels

- Highest court was the Great Sanhedrin.

- Lesser courts heard death penalty cases.

- Lowest court handled civil and criminal matters.

• Parts of the Torah and the Talmud described the due process procedure.

• If you were to “bear false witness,” you would face the same penalty as the 
accused.



Foundation of Western Law 
• Punishment - Exodus 21:23–27 established the principle of the lex talonis.

• Punishment should correspond in degree and kind to the offense.

• In the Old Testament this usually meant equivalent monetary compensation

• Contrast that to Islam. The principle is taken more literally: a thief may lose a 
hand in punishment.

• The ultimate punishment was the death penalty. Genesis 9:6 - “Whoever 
sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man 
in his own image.”
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