
Archaeology and 
Biblical Reliability



Archaeology

“There can be no doubt that 
archaeology has confirmed the 
substantial historicity of the Bible.”

                          Dr. William Albright                                



Archaeology
“Archeological work has unquestionably 
strengthened confidence in the reliability of the 
scriptural record. More than one archaeologist 
has found his respect for the Bible increased by 
the experience of excavation in Palestine.”

                                      Millar Burrows   



Archaeology
“It may be stated categorically that no archaeological 
discovery has ever controverted a biblical reference. 
Scores of archaeological findings have been made 
which confirm in clear outline or exact detail 
historical statements in the Bible.”

                                              Nelson Glueck   



Dead Sea Scrolls



OT Transmission



Hittites

• A little over a century ago, the existence of the 
Hittites was doubted or denied because the 
only record of them was in the Old Testament.

• In fact, they were proclaimed legendary by 
biblical “Higher Criticism.” 



Hittites

• There was no archaeological 
evidence of the Hittite nation by 
the end of the 19th century.

• In 1902, Hugo Winckler doing 
excavation in an ancient city in 
Turkey, discovered 10,000 clay 
tablets (Joshua 11:3).



Taylor Prism

• In 1830, Robert Taylor 
found a 15 inch cylinder 
that had 500 lines of text.

• Sennacherib writes about 
his siege of Jewish cities 
when King Hezekiah ruled 
(2 Chronicles 32:1).



Cyrus Cylinder

• In 1879, Horzmud Rassam 
found a small clay 
cylinder.

• It was commissioned by 
King Cyrus II of Persia, 
that the Temple would be 
rebuilt (Ezra 1:1-11).



King David

Critics once held that David and Saul were 
mythological figures devised to explain the 
Israelite monarchy, and to provide a theological 
basis for the idea of a divine government with 
David (good king) and Saul (bad king).



David Inscription

• In 1993, at Tel-Dan, 
Abraham Biran discovered 
an inscription about David.

• Describes an Israelite king 
who comes from the House 
of David (1 Kings 12:19).



Moabite Stone

• Black stone found in 1868.

• Mesha (the King of Moab) 
writes about:

- Omri (King of Israel) in     
1 Kings 16:21-28.

- Ahab (son) in 2 King 3:4-6.



Hezekiah Tunnel

• Hezekiah tunnel is a water 
channel that was carved 
beneath the City of David.

• It leads from the Gihon 
Spring to the Pool of Siloam 
(2 Chronicles 32:30).



Megiddo



Meggido



1 Kings 21

• Norma Franklin (University of Haifa) and 
Jennie Ebeling (University of Evansville) led 
excavation in the Jezreel Valley - Meggido and 
found several wine presses and olive presses.

• According to Biblical Archaeology Review, they 
located Naboth’s vineyard by using the details 
in 1 Kings 21 that provides an account of the 
plot by Jezebel to kill Naboth when King Ahab 
coveted his vineyard.



Old Testament



2 Kings 10
• Archaeologists from the Israel Antiquities 

Authority digging at the biblical city of Tel 
Lachich discovered an ancient toilet.

• King Hezekiah is commended because he 
“removed the high places, smashed the sacred 
stones, and cut down the Asherah poles.”

• It goes on to explain that he “demolished the 
pillar of Baal, and destroyed the temple of Baal, 
and made it a latrine to this day.”



Caesarea



Pilate Stone

• In 1961, an Italian dig in 
Caesarea discovered a Latin 
inscription bearing the name 
Pontius Pilate (John 18:29).

• It resides in the Israel 
Museum, and a plaster-cast 
replica is also on display in 
Caesarea.



Nazareth House

• A 1st century house was 
uncovered in Nazareth 
in 2009.

• Skeptics have argued 
that Jesus did not exist 
because there was no 
town of Nazareth in the 
1st century.



Accuracy of Luke



Accuracy of Luke

• Classical scholar and historian Colin Hemer 
chronicles Luke’s accuracy in the book of Acts.

• With painstaking detail, Hemer identifies 84 facts in 
the last 16 chapters of the Book of Acts that have 
been confirmed by historical and archaeological 
research.

• Includes nautical details, names of gods, designation 
of magistrates, and proper names and titles.



Recent 
Archaeological 

Discoveries





Semitic Abecedary



Semitic Abecedary
• This inscribed piece of limestone discovered in a 

tomb along the west bank of the Nile confirms a 
question liberals have raised about Moses.

• The excavated tomb dates back to 1450 B.C., which 
is the time of Moses. It verifies that writing was 
common.

• Exodus 24:4 - “Moses wrote down everything the 
Lord had said.” It shows he wasn’t the only one 
writing in a Semitic script in Egypt at that time.



Nineveh



Nineveh-Mosul

• When the ISIS terrorists destroyed numerous 
biblical archaeological sites in Iraq, they 
unearthed evidence that supports the OT.

• They demolished the tomb of Jonah and dug 
tunnels looking for treasure and artifacts they 
could sell.

• When archaeologists returned, the digging 
revealed an untouched Assyrian palace in the 
city of Nineveh.



Nineveh-Mosul

• According to an article in Iraq magazine, they 
found inscriptions that match the biblical 
order:

- Sargon II (Isaiah 20:1)

- Sennacherib (2 Kings 18-19, 2 Chronicles, 
Isaiah 36-37)

- Esarhaddon (2 Kings 19:37, Isaiah 37:38)

- Ashurbanipal (Ezra 4:10)



Clay Seal



Clay Seal

• A very rare seal impression from 2,700 years 
ago was discovered in Jerusalem’s Western 
Wall Plaza.

• It bears the inscription: “Belonging to the 
governor of the city.”

• It supports the biblical record of the existence 
of a governor of the city of Jerusalem 2,700 
years ago.



Clay Seal

• The Bible actually mentions the names of a few 
of the king-appointed governors of Jerusalem:

- Joshua is mentioned as governor in 2 Kings

- Masseiah is listed as governor in 2 
Chronicles



Isaiah the Prophet?



Isaiah the Prophet?

• This seal impression appears to say “Isaiah the 
prophet” but a letter is missing at the end.

• The seal is from a small piece of clay from that 
time period.

• It was found at the Temple Mount near 
another seal that says “of King Hezekiah of 
Judah.” King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah 
are mentioned together 17 times.



Pontius Pilate



Pontius Pilate

• The name “Pontius Pilate” was discovered 
again because of advanced technology.

• This ring was found at Herodium, a desert 
palace outside of Bethlehem.

• The ring was not fancy enough to have been 
worn by Pilate, so it was used for official 
communications.



Corinth



Erastus
• In the book of Acts, Paul calls attention to a 

person named Erastus who was a “city treasurer.”

• He would have been one of the few Christians 
who were among the social elite at Corinth (1 
Corinthians 1:26). But there was no historical 
evidence of someone named Erastus in Corinth.

•  Acts 19:22 - “And having sent into Macedonia 
two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, he 
himself stayed in Asia for a while.”



Erastus
• During the 1929 archaeological excavation of the 

area near the theater, a plaza was located that 
contained a stone inscription bearing the name of 
Erastus and indicating that he was a public official.




