
Matthew 26 
Jesus prepared for His mission of self-sacrifice



Matthew 26:1-13 

Jesus is worthy of extravagant worship



Jesus is worthy of extravagant worship  
• This chapter begins the final section: the passion narrative. 

• Matthew opens by telling us that Jesus knew He was going to be 
crucified and told His disciples so. 

• Even though He had told them He would be killed by the religious 
leaders and rise again on the third day way back in chapter 16:21 
they still seemed surprised when it all came to pass.



Jesus is worthy of extravagant worship  
• Matthew wanted to remind us that Jesus knew this would happen. 

• It was His mission and He remained committed to it, walking in 
obedience all the way to the Cross. 

• No matter the schemes of the authority of the religious leadership, 
Jesus followed God’s plan and His timing, not theirs.



Jesus is worthy of extravagant worship  
• Matthew also noted that Jesus’ death and Resurrection would align 

with Passover. 

• This was significant for Matthew’s Jewish audience. 

• Throughout his Gospel, Matthew referenced the Old Testament, 
showing how Jesus was the fulfillment of prophecy.



Jesus is worthy of extravagant worship  
• Matthew is reminding his audience that Jesus is the new covenant 

Passover Lamb, the spotless sacrifice whose blood would redeem 
all of us from the slavery of sin (1 Peter 1:18–19). 

• Matthew also noted that the religious leaders schemed to arrest 
Jesus secretly out of fear of the crowd.



Jesus is worthy of extravagant worship  
• The high priest, Caiaphas, remained in office much longer than any 

other first-century high priest (19 years), which suggests that he 
knew how to keep the Romans content and how to handle the 
Jewish people. 

• He handled any threat to the political stability of Jerusalem swiftly 
and efficiently. 



Jesus is worthy of extravagant worship  
• The woman is unnamed here, but we read in John that she is Mary, 

the sister of Lazarus (John 12:1–8). 

• Guests at a meal were typically anointed with oil by the host as a 
sign of hospitality, but this outpouring of an entire jar of perfume 
was extravagant and very unusual.



Jesus is worthy of extravagant worship  
• These perfume bottles had a very long neck with a slow drip so 

that only a little of the expensive perfume came out at a time. 

• For the whole jar to be poured out over His head, it would have to 
have been broken. 

• One commentator said it was broken and poured out as an 
offering, just as Jesus’ body would be.





Jesus is worthy of extravagant worship  
• The disciples were concerned about the poor, especially because it 

was around Passover. 

• Part of celebrating the festival was giving to the poor. 

• Jesus did not downplay the importance of helping the poor. 

• He simply said the poor would always be there; there will always be 
opportunity to help the poor.



Jesus is worthy of extravagant worship  
• This was their only opportunity to anoint Him for His burial. 

• Jesus had just told them He was about to be crucified, but they 
didn’t understand. 

• They thought anointing Him was a waste. 

• That was a lot of money to just pour over Jesus’ head. 



Jesus is worthy of extravagant worship  
• The disciples didn’t understand why He needed to die or what His 

death would mean for them. 

• Because they didn’t understand the nature of the kingdom and 
Christ’s mission, they did not understand the extravagance of her 
worship.



Jesus is worthy of extravagant worship  
• But she was offering all she had to Jesus in honor and worship. 

• She anointed His head like a king, set apart for God’s purposes. 

• Even she may not have understood all the ramifications of what she 
was doing, but she understood that Jesus was worth giving her all. 

• He was the treasure hidden in a field, the pearl of great price 
(Matthew 13:44–46). 



Jesus is worthy of extravagant worship  
• The disciples hadn’t seen the whole picture yet. They were living in 

the middle of the story. 

• After Pentecost, they would give all that they had and even risk 
their lives for the kingdom (Acts 5:41). 

• Are we giving all to Jesus in extravagant worship and obedience ?



Matthew 26:14-30 

Not everyone who claims to love and follow Jesus really does 



Not everyone who claims to love and follow Jesus really does  
• We don’t know why Judas initially decided to follow Jesus. 

• He had given three years of his life to the mission. 

• It’s unlikely he set out to betray Jesus from the beginning. 

• Judas went to the religious leaders and asked what they would pay 
him to betray Jesus.



Not everyone who claims to love and follow Jesus really does  
• Judas was the complete opposite of the woman who “wasted” all 

of her most expensive possession on Jesus. 

• She gave everything for Jesus. Judas sold out Jesus for money. 

• Thirty pieces of silver was the amount of reparation the Old 
Testament law required for a slave who was accidentally killed 
(Exodus 21:32). 



Not everyone who claims to love and follow Jesus really does  
• This was a tiny amount of money compared to the value of Samson 

in the book of Judges. 

• The Philistines each paid Delilah 1,100 shekels of silver to betray 
him (Judges 16:5). 

• The chief priests set Jesus’ life value at only thirty pieces of silver.



Not everyone who claims to love and follow Jesus really does  
• Jesus knew Judas was going to betray Him. 

• Yet Judas ate the entire Passover meal with Him, as a brother, as 
one of His closest disciples. 

• In John’s account, we even see Jesus washed Judas’s feet along 
with all of the other disciples.



Not everyone who claims to love and follow Jesus really does  
• The backdrop of Judas’s betrayal is the Last Supper, where Jesus 

claimed His own blood as the blood of the new covenant. 

• Jesus died for us while we were yet His enemies (Romans 5:8). 

• Even those who deny or betray Jesus can find redemption in the 
new covenant through His blood if they repent and turn to follow 
Him.





Matthew 26:31-46 

Even those who truly love Jesus have moments of fear and doubt



Even those who truly love Jesus have moments of fear and doubt   
• In this chapter we read the prediction by Jesus of Peter’s denial. 

• We see Peter, James, and John fall asleep when He needed them. 

• These are His three closest friends, His inner circle. 

• Even those closest to Jesus have moments of fear, doubt and 
weakness. 



Even those who truly love Jesus have moments of fear and doubt   
• Peter promised he would never betray Jesus. 

• He probably really meant it. 

• He couldn’t imagine the amount of pressure and fear for his life he 
would soon feel when Jesus was on trial. 

• When Peter and the other disciples saw Jesus arrested, their world 
was shattered.



Even those who truly love Jesus have moments of fear and doubt   
• As Jesus quoted from Zechariah 13:7, they were like sheep who 

scattered when the shepherd was killed. 

• But Peter didn’t believe it. Even if everyone else fell away, even if 
he had to die with Jesus, he would never betray Him. 

• He would realize how wrong he was about his own strength and 
faithfulness in only a few short hours.



Even those who truly love Jesus have moments of fear and doubt   
• The disciples left the Upper Room and went to the Mount of Olives 

and then to Gethsemane because faithful Jews were supposed to 
spend the night in the city limits of Jerusalem on Passover night. 

• Gethsemane means “oil press.” 

• One commentator said it is symbolic of the way Jesus’ heart was so 
deeply “pressed” as He prayed.



Even those who truly love Jesus have moments of fear and doubt   
• Jesus had already taught the disciples to regularly pray “lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” 

• But this night in particular, Jesus warned them to “watch and pray 
so that you may not enter into temptation.” 

• If we prayed as Jesus did, we would be more equipped to fight 
temptation. 



Even those who truly love Jesus have moments of fear and doubt   
• We would be more in touch with the Spirit than the flesh (verse 41). 

• If we spent less time worrying and more time praying, we would 
have peace (Philippians 4:6–7). 

• If instead of stewing in anger or fighting with someone, we prayed 
for them, our relationships with them would be revolutionized 
(Matthew 5:43–48). 



Even those who truly love Jesus have moments of fear and doubt   
• If we came to God in prayer first instead of using prayer as a last 

resort, we would have more peace, patience, love and all the other 
Fruit of the Spirit. 

• If we truly submitted to God’s will instead of always pushing for our 
own, our paths would be straight – not easy, but straight (Proverbs 
3:5–6).



Zechariah 
and the  

Betrayal of Jesus



Betrayal of Jesus  - Zechariah 11:12-13 
Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages; 
but if not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages thirty 
pieces of silver. Then the Lord said to me, “Throw it to the 
potter”—the lordly price at which I was priced by them. So I took 
the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the 
Lord, to the potter.



Betrayal of Jesus  
• The prophecy specifies the metallic composition of the coinage. It 

was neither gold nor copper, but rather it was silver. 

• Matthew 26:15 records that silver is the metal of the coins Judas 
received.



Betrayal of Jesus  
• The prophecy specifies the precise number of coins: “thirty pieces 

of silver.” 

• This was the amount under the Mosaic Law to be paid for damage 
done to a slave who was gored (Exodus 21:32). 

• Matthew 26:15 records the amount.



Betrayal of Jesus  
• Zechariah’s prophecy indicates that the money will be returned. 

• Matthew records the Judas in a swoon of regret, brought back the 
coins to the chief priests and elders. 

• They would not accept “blood money.”



Betrayal of Jesus  
• The prophecy specifies that the silver coins were to be cast 

(thrown) into the “house of Jehovah.” 

• Matthew 27:5 says Judas “cast down the pieces of silver into the 
sanctuary.”



Betrayal of Jesus  
• The prophecy also states that the destination of the coins would be 

to “the potter.” 

• Matthew explains this expression. The chief priests took the money 
and purchased a “potter’s field” - burial place for strangers.



Other prophecies in Zechariah 
• Zechariah 9:9 says a future king will present himself to Jerusalem 

while riding on a donkey. 

• Zechariah 12:10 says Jerusalem would lament over the one who 
was “pierced.”



Probabilities 
• Peter Stoner, Science Speaks, 

calculated the probability of one person 
fulfilling just eight messianic prophecies 
as 1 in 100,000,000,000,000,000. 

• Mark one silver dollar in a pile two feet 
deep over the entire state of Texas.




