
Week 22: Matthew 18:15–35

In this Upside-Down Kingdom, We Forgive from the 
Heart



• The greatest in the kingdom of heaven is the person 
who shares in Jesus’ tireless, patient, zealous 
pursuit after rebellious children (18:15-20). 

• The greatest in the kingdom of heaven is the person 
who forgives as he himself has been forgiven—
endlessly and unconditionally (18:21-35).

Week 22 (Matthew 18:15-35)



Verse 14 

So it is not the will of my 
Father who is in heaven that 
one of these little ones 
should perish.



Verse 15  
If your brother sins against you, go and tell him 
his fault [ἐλέγχω], between you and him alone. 
If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 

Step 1: Private Correction

“Go” ὕπαγε [ὑπάγω] - the shepherd’s initiative (Matt 
18:12)



The primary goal, is to resolve an 
individual’s conflicts by involving 
as few other people as possible.



Step 1: Private Correction
“How often 
personal 
confrontation is 
the last stage 
rather than the 
first in Christian 
complaints!” 

Craig 
Blomberg



Our Attitude As a Corrector
Galatians 6:1 
Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are 
spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch 
on yourself, lest you too be tempted.

James 5:19-20 
My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth 
and someone brings him back, let him know that whoever 
brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul 
from death and will cover a multitude of sins.



Galatians 2:14 
But when I saw that their conduct was not in step 
with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas 
before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a 
Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the 
Gentiles to live like Jews? 

Contrast: Public Offenses Need Public 
Corrections





Step 2: Ideally, the two individuals 
should resolve the problem without 

involving anyone else
Verse 16 
But if he does not listen, take one or two others 
along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses.



Deuteronomy 19:15 
A single witness shall not suffice against a person 
for any crime or for any wrong in connection with 
any offense that he has committed. Only on the 
evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses 
shall a charge be established.

Verse 16



Verse 17  
“If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church 
[ἐκκλησία]. And if he refuses to listen even to the 
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 
collector.”

Step 3: Last resort 



1Cor. 5:13  
God judges those outside. Purge the evil 
person from among you.

2 Thess. 3:14-15 
take note of that person, and have nothing to do 
with him, that he may be ashamed. Do not regard 
him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.



1Cor. 15:33 Do not be deceived: 
Bad company ruins good morals.



God backs up those in the church who do His will

Verses 18-19 



• Jesus is not giving the church the right to make decisions 
that will then become binding on God 

• Here Jesus reiterates that actions of Christian discipline, 
following God’s guidelines, have his endorsement 

Verses 18-19 



Verse 20

• Jewish law – 10 males to form an assembly 
(συναγωγή) 

• This statement is related to rabbinic tradition 
about God’s presence being associated with 
the study of the Law (Jesus also reveals His 
divinity). 



Verses 21-22 

How many times should we forgive?



Verses 21-22 

• Rabbis taught that forgiving someone more 
than 3 times was unnecessary 

• Forgiveness has no limit “77 or 7 x 70 [490]”



Verses 23-35

Therefore the kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to…



• The compassion of the King is to be compared to the mercy of 
God 

• First servant’s debt: 10,000 = 200,000 years of labor 

• The second servant’s debt:  4 months wages 

• The actions and words of the second servant were almost 
identical to those of the first servant, yet he received no 
mercy from his fellow servant



“The behaviour of the wicked slave is 
not so much identified as wicked in 
itself but as wicked in the wake of 
the incredible gift of mercy that has 
just been bestowed on him.” John 
Nolland [NIGTC]



Eph 4:32 
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you.

Matt 6:14-15 
For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you,  but if you do not forgive others their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses

Matt 6:12 
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors



No matter what another person 
has done to you , it is nowhere 
near what God has forgiven you

The bottom line…



Luke 23:34 And Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.”



Acts 7:60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a 
loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
And when he had said this, he fell asleep.



• Is there someone that we need to confront or 
reconcile with? 

• Is there someone we need to forgive?  

Hard questions to ask 
ourselves…



Changing Gears



vs.



Genesis 1:27 

So God created man in His own 
image; in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He 
created them.





Romans 5:12 

Therefore, just as through one man sin 
entered the world, and death through 
sin, and thus death spread to all men, 
because all sinned.

I Corinthians 15:22 

For as in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ all shall be made alive. 



The chimpanzee is believed to be the 
closest living relative to human 



Standard tree 
(phylogeny) for 

human evolution



Human-Chimp Differences

• Fine balance 
• Flat face 
• Upright skull 
• Straight back 
• Barrel-like rib cage 
• Fully extendable hip joints 
• Angled femur bones 
• Fully extendable knee 

joints 
• Long legs 
• Arched feet 
• Strong big toes



So what about human-
chimp DNA similarity?

Is human and chimp DNA 
98 to 99% similar?



Chimp DNA not more than 
84% similar to human



“The percentage of nucleotides in 
the human genome that had one-
to-one exact matches in the 
chimpanzee genome was 84.38%”

“4.06% had no alignment to 
the chimp assembly .”

http://richardbuggs.com/index.php/2018/07/14/how-similar-are-human-and-chimpanzee-genomes/



Apes 
Australopithecus

Humans



• Australopithecus afarensis 
discovered by Donald 
Johanson in Ethiopia in 1974. 
• About 40% complete 
• Dated ~3 million years old 
• Claimed bipedal (walked 

upright)

Lucy



“Although the transition from Australopithecus 
to Homo is usually thought of as a momentous 
transformation, the fossil record bearing on the 
origin and earliest evolution of Homo is virtually 
undocumented.”

2016



“A summary of the morphologic 
and functional affinities of the 
Hadar hand fossils leads 
inexorably to an image of a 
suspensory adapted hand, 
surprisingly similar to hands 
found in the small end of the 
pygmy chimpanzee-common 
chimpanzee range” 

J. Stern, R. Sussman, 1983. American  Journal of 
Physical Anthropology, 60:279-312, p284. 



• Long arms are identical to chimpanzees 
• Jaws are similar to chimpanzees 
• Leg bones similar to chimps - very ape-like 
• Brain size (400-500 cc) overlaps chimpanzees 
• Large back muscles for tree dwelling 
• Hands similar to chimpanzee 
• Ape-like foot 
• Fingers and toes were long and curved 
• Ankle bone (talus) angle for tree climbing 
• Locking wrists for knuckle-walking

Lucy and the 
Australopithecines



Did Lucy Walk Upright?

I walked over to the cabinet, 
pulled out Lucy, and shazam! – 
she had the morphology that was 
classic for knuckle walkers.” 

E. Stokstad, “Hominid Ancestors May Have Knuckle 
Walked,” Science, 2000. 



“A. anamemsis and A. 
afarensis the latter 
represented by the famous 
skeleton known as Lucy – had 
wrists capable of locking the 
hands in place during knuckle 
walking” 

“Lucy on the ground with knuckles” Science 
News, April 8, 2000    

(Reference to p.235 Nature, March 23, 2000)



Australopithecus afarensis  
Skull of Lucy’s species



“The skull form of all 
australopithecines is extremely ape-
like…the australopithecines show 
too many specialized and ape-like 
characteristics to be either the 
direct ancestor of man or of the line 
that led to man.” 
 
A. Montague, Man: His First Million Years, World Publishers, p. 77



Laetoli Footprints
Footprints discovered in 1978 in Laetoli, 
Tanzania - dated at 3.5 million years old

Who made 
these 

footprints?



Ape 
(Lucy)

Human Laetoli footprint



Russell Tuttle, “The Pattern of Little Feet,” American 
Journal of Physical Anthropology, Feb 1989, p. 316. 

“Indistinguishable from those of 
habitually barefoot Homo sapiens”



Olduvai Hominid 1 
(anatomically modern 
human) discovered in 1913 
in same strata as 
Australopith fossils

Olduvai Gorge 
Tanzania, Bed II





Genes for red 
hair discovered 
in Neanderthal 
DNA





Neanderthal DNA within the 
same range of genetic 

variation as modern humans







“…if there weren’t a Homo 
habilis we would have to 
invent one.” 
Milford Wolpoff, American Journal of Physical 
Anthropology 89(3), Nov. 1992, p, 402

“Now widely considered an 
‘invalid taxon” (a mixture of 
ape-like and human fossils) 

Nature 377:111, 1995

Louis Leakey 
(1903-1972)

Homo habilis (handyman)



Homo 
erectus

Schwartz J.H. and Tattersall I., Science 344:360a, 2014

• Sloping 
forehead 

• Pronounced 
brow ridge



700 cc

1400 cc
2200 cc

Homo Erectus 
1000 cc



Pronounced Brow Ridge



Rugby players with a pronounced 
supraorbital ridge and sloping forehead



Nikolay Valuev  
Former professional boxer, Current Member of Russian Parliament

• Sloping forehead 
• Pronounced brow 

ridge



Pronounced Sagittal Crest



Human variation NOT evolution



www.ICR.org


