
Matthew 6 
Do the right thing for God, not for the praise of others



Matthew 6:1-6 

Do good works for God’s glory, 
not for praise and attention from people



Do good works for God’s glory, not for praise from people 
• Jesus now focuses on the motivation behind our “righteous acts.” 

• Jesus begins by making a declarative statement: 

• “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to 
be seen by them,” and then explains, “if you do, you will have no 
reward from your Father in heaven.” 



Do good works for God’s glory, not for praise from people 
• Jesus uses three examples: almsgiving, prayer, and fasting. 

• These are three examples of the 613 mitzvot (commandments in 
the Jewish law) that were practiced. 

• There were 248 positive commands (the number of limbs and 
organs in the human body) and 365 negative ones (the number of 
nerves and sinews in the body).



Do good works for God’s glory, not for praise from people 
• We should not do “spiritual” acts for others to see or to gain 

approval. We do them for God. 

• Paul also taught this in his letter to the Galatians, “Am I now trying 
to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to 
please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be 
a servant of Christ” (Galatians 1:10).



Do good works for God’s glory, not for praise from people 
• This doesn’t mean we can’t ever pray, give alms, or fast in public. 

• Acts gives several examples about praying together as a 
community (Acts 1:14; 2:42). 

• Believers were often called to public fasts (Ezra 8:21; Acts 13:1–3), 
and we are often encouraged to encourage each other to do good 
deeds (Hebrews 10:24). 



Do good works for God’s glory, not for praise from people 
• This Paul told the Corinthians about the Macedonian generous 

giving to inspire them to give cheerfully from the heart  (2 
Corinthians 8–9). 

• He told many of his churches about all he had done for the Gospel, 
not to brag or seek their approval but to encourage them to do the 
same (Philippians 3).



Do good works for God’s glory, not for praise from people 
• Jesus just told them to “let their light shine” so people could see 

their good works and give glory to God the Father (Matthew 5:16). 

• Why were they giving alms or praying or fasting? So other people 
will think they are holy, or for God’s glory? 

• Jesus says “when you” pray or fast or give alms, not “if you.” 



Do good works for God’s glory, not for praise from people 
• Almsgiving was required of everyone. 

• The assumption is that you will do these things. 

• The question is how, with what attitude and heart. 

• We should seek God’s glory and not our own.



Do good works for God’s glory, not for praise from people 
• The temple (later the synagogues) set up a system of donating to 

the needy. There were 13 trumpet-shaped brass boxes into which 
both rich and poor gave their alms. They were shaped like 
trumpets to keep dishonest people from taking out coins. 

• Jesus says hypocrites sound trumpets when they give to the poor, 
which is a play on words referring to this trumpet shape.



The trumpet-shaped brass 
vessels for almsgiving.



Do good works for God’s glory, not for praise from people 
• In all three examples, Jesus concludes, “Truly I tell you; they have 

received their reward in full” (verses 2, 5, 16). 

• This phrase came from businessmen of the time who would write 
on a receipt to indicate no further payment was required. 

• Those who do good for God’s glory will be rewarded by Him in 
heaven (verses 4, 6, 18).



Matthew 6:5-15 

Prayer should be simple 
and focused on God’s will



Prayer should be simple and focused on God’s will 
• Jesus now focuses on prayer and gives an example. 

• Don’t do this deed of righteousness for attention from people; do 
it for God. Those who look for praise from people receive their 
“reward in full.” 

• Pray with the right heart and motivation and God will reward you in 
heaven.



Prayer should be simple and focused on God’s will 
• Jesus criticizes the hypocrites for praying publicly for attention. 

• He adds the Gentiles - Greek word translated “heap up empty 
phrases” literally means to “babble.” 

• It refers specifically to a Gentile practice of saying prescriptive 
incantations, almost like magic spells, over and over, to try to 
convince their god to do what they asked.



Prayer should be simple and focused on God’s will 
• Our Father: Our prayer is based on an intimate relationship with 

God, a dependence on Him as our Father.  

• Hallowed be your name: Hallowing God’s name was “the most 
characteristic feature of Jewish ethics” and something His people 
could do with their words and their actions. Everything we do can 
bring either honor or dishonor to God’s name.



Prayer should be simple and focused on God’s will 
• Your kingdom come: We should long for God’s kingdom to come. 

• Not just in the future in heaven, but for His will to be done here on 
earth. 

• This is a prayer for God’s will in your own life as well as for His 
justice, mercy, and will to be done in the world.



Prayer should be simple and focused on God’s will 
• Daily bread: The only request mentioned in this sample prayer is 

for “our daily bread.” 

• This would remind Jewish hearers of God’s gift of daily manna in 
the wilderness, when they were only to gather enough for one day, 
trusting God to give them more the next day (Exodus 16).



Prayer should be simple and focused on God’s will 
• Forgive our debts: Debts represent sins (Luke 7:36–50). 

• Here and in verses 14–15, Jesus explains that our forgiveness from 
God is tied up with our willingness to forgive others. 

• We read in the epistle of John’s that we cannot say we love God if 
we don’t love our neighbor (1 John 4:20).



Prayer should be simple and focused on God’s will 
• Temptation: This word means trial, temptation, or test. 

• God does not keep us from all suffering, trials or temptations, but 
He uses them to work in our lives (Romans 5:3–5). 

• God Himself never tempts us; that is the work of the Evil One 
(James 1:13).



Matthew 6:16-20 

Store up treasures in heaven, 
not on earth



Store up treasures in heaven, not on earth 
• Jesus says, “when you fast,”assuming that all believers would fast. 

• Jesus fasted for 40 days in the wilderness before being tempted. 

• Joel said those who were truly repentant would rend their hearts 
and not their garments (Joel 2:13). 

• Isaiah declared that a true fast was to seek justice and care for the 
vulnerable (Isaiah 58:1–10).



Store up treasures in heaven, not on earth 
• Jesus says the hypocrites “disfigure their faces” when they fast. 

• The word for disfigure is very strong; it is intentionally hyperbolic 
like the other examples Jesus used. 

• Anointing oil was used to anoint priests and kings for service, but it 
could also be used to clean the skin or as a kind of perfume. 

• Don’t make a show of fasting.



Store up treasures in heaven, not on earth 
• Jesus ends this section with the command not to store up treasures 

on earth but to store up treasures in heaven instead. 

• Jesus keeps telling the people that these hypocrites already have 
their “reward in full,” but God's people will be rewarded in heaven. 

• We don’t do these acts of righteousness to get a reward in heaven. 
We do them to grow closer to God and to serve others.





The Great Awakening

• Jonathan Edwards – revival began 
in his church in 1734 like a “flash 
of  lightning.”

• George Whitefield – made 
first continental tour of 
colonies in 1740.



Paul Johnson
• The Great Awakening may 

have touched as many as 
three out of  four American 
colonists. 

• He points out that this Great 
Awakening “sounded the 
death-knell of  British 
colonialism.”



Clergy in America



John Adams

	 “The Revolution was effected 
before the War commenced.  
The Revolution was in the 
mind and hearts of  the people: 
and change in their religious 
sentiments of  their duties and 
obligations.”



Patriot Preachers

• John Adams wrote “The Meaning of the American 
Revolution” in 1818. 

• He listed those men responsible for the revival of 
American principles that led to the American 
Revolution. 

• Two of the men he mentioned were Dr. Mayhew and 
Dr. Cooper.



Patriot Preachers

• Rev. Jonathan Mayhew, minister of West Church 
(Boston)  

• Dr. Samuel Cooper, minister of the Brattle Street 
Church (Boston) 

• Rev. John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg (Woodstock, 
Virginia)



Prayer 
in America



First Prayer

• The first act of the First                         
Continential Congress in 1774                         was 
a time of public prayer. 

• Americans were divided according to religious 
sentiment but they asked Reverend Duché to lead 
them in prayer. 



National Day of Prayer

• Only five months after the Declaration, “the 
pinch and suffering of war and a poor harvest 
seriously imperiled morale.” 

• Congress set aside December 11, 1776 as a Day 
of Fasting and Repentance.



George Washington



Day of Thanksgiving

• A day of Thanksgiving was established near the end 
of the third year of the war. 

• Congress had many reasons to express thanksgiving 
to God and to seek His continued mercy and 
assistance. 



George Washington

• George Washington issued a 
thanksgiving proclamation in 
1789 about our duty to God. 

• He issued another thanksgiving 
proclamation in 1795 
describing God’s beneficience 
in the world.



Day of Thanksgiving

• John Witherspoon was the 
president of Princeton and a 
signer of the Declaration. 

• He was called upon to draft a 
Thanksgiving Day recollection 
of those events.



Day of Thanksgiving

• George Washington reminded 
the nation of God’s protection 
and provision. 

• He recounted God’s protection 
in the Battle of Long Island all 
the way to their final victory at 
Yorktown.



First Prayer in Congress



Abraham Lincoln

• Sarah Josepha Hale convinced Abraham Lincoln 
to declare a national day of thanksgiving. 

• Lincoln’s Thanksgiving Proclamation came at a 
pivotal point in Lincoln’s spiritual life. The battle 
of Gettysburg occurred 3 months earlier. 

• Lincoln committed his life to Christ while 
walking among the graves at Gettysburg.



Abraham Lincoln

“When I left Springfield, I asked the people to 
pray for me. I was not a Christian. When I buried 
my son, the severest trial of my life, I was not a 
Christian. But when I went to Gettysburg and saw 
the graves of thousands of our soldiers, I then and 
there consecrated myself to Christ.” 

                                  Reply to Illinois clergyman



Gettysburg Address

• This is the November 20, 1863 
article from the New York Times. 

• Reports that his speech was 
interrupted five times by applause 
and was followed by “long 
continued applause.”



Abraham Lincoln

“We have been the recipients of the choicest 
bounties of heaven; we have been preserved these 
many years in peace and prosperity; we have 
grown in numbers, wealth and power as no other 
nation has ever grown. But we have forgotten 
God.  We have forgotten the gracious Hand which 
preserved us in peace, and multiplied and 
enriched and strengthened us; and we have vainly 
imagined, in the deceitfulness 



Abraham Lincoln

“of our hearts, that all these blessings were 
produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of 
our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success we 
have become too self-sufficient to feel the 
necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too 
proud to pray to the God that made us. It 
behooves us then, to humble ourselves before the 
offended Power, to confess our national sins, and 
to pray for clemency and forgiveness.”



National Day of Prayer



Resources


