2 Peter 1:1-15

Introduction
• The letter of 2 Peter is his final word to believers, written when he knew he
was about to die.
• His final words to his churches instruct them to pursue lives of godliness, to
put their hope in the Gospel, and not to listen to false teachers.
• Though the main issue he addresses is different (false teachers), the main
theme is still the same.
• Remember your hope in Jesus and in the inheritance of the kingdom of God.

With His divine power, God has given us
all we need to live godly lives
2 Peter 1:1-7

Godliness
• Peter knows he won’t be around much longer, so these are essentially his
deathbed words to his beloved spiritual children.
• First, he calls himself both a servant and an apostle of Jesus. He is both the
chief leader in the church and also a servant of Jesus.
• Notice he uses a unique phrase: “To those who have obtained a faith of equal
standing with ours.” We are all of equal standing with the apostles.
• Josephus explains the phrase “equal standing” was used for foreigners who
had been given equal citizenship with the natives of the new country.

Godliness
• Peter’s first command to them is to live godly lives.
• He assures them that they are perfectly capable of doing so through the
power of the Holy Spirit. We have everything we need to live godly lives.
• Notice the difference: Peter spends much of his first letter encouraging them
to put their hope in eternal life in the kingdom to come. Here, he focuses on
how they are to live in this life.
• Here is what we have to live a godly life, because Jesus has given us:

Godliness
• Jesus has given to us:
- The divine power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us (1:3).
- The knowledge of Him (1:3).
- His own glory and excellence (1:3).
- His precious and very great promises (1:4).
• Peter says we are “partakers of the divine nature.”

Godliness
• Peter then gives us a train of words that explain the godly life:
• Faith—virtue—knowledge—self-control—steadfastness—godliness—
brotherly affection—love
• These are not sequential but rather simultaneous (Greek word for “make”).
• Also, this is a partnership. The Spirit is the one who does the work of
growing these fruits in our lives. But each of us also have a role in this.
• We “work out our salvation with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12).

Pursuing godliness
confirms our election in Christ
2 Peter 1:8-11

Calling and Election
• Peter assures them that if these qualities are increasing in their lives, then
they are being effective and fruitful.
• Spiritual fruit must grow: it should be increasing. Sanctification is a lifelong
process. You don’t live a holy life the moment you become a Christian.
• God doesn’t expect us to be perfect, but He does expect us to be growing.
• If we don’t have these qualities or if they are not increasing in us, Peter
writes that we are not really living the Christian life.

Calling and Election
• Peter writes that having these qualities present in our lives “confirms our
calling and election.”
• They show the world the authenticity of our faith, because faith without
works is dead (James 2:14–26).
• If a person shows no growth in any of these areas, he is spiritually blind.
• Peter writes to give them assurance of their salvation. Some Christians
constantly doubt whether they are “really saved” because they still struggle
with sin.

Our leaders leave a
legacy for us to follow
2 Peter 1:12-15

Leaders
• Peter expects to die soon. He is most likely in prison in Rome.
• Even before He ascended back up into heaven, Jesus had told Peter that he
would die a martyr’s death (John 21:19), but he may have been given some
additional sign from Jesus that this was the end for him (1:14).
• The word he uses here translated as body literally means “tent.” This
parallels what Paul taught in 2 Corinthians 5:4 - that our bodies are like tents,
only temporary dwelling places.
• Also parallels the book of Exodus (Greek word for departure “exodus”).

Leaders
• Peter writes with a pastor’s heart for his people, sharing with them what is
important for living a godly life.
• He uses the word remind several times, emphasizing that he knows they
already know this and already have these qualities (1:12).
• He wants to remind them of these spiritual truths so they will remember
them when he is gone.
• Peter continues to “make every effort” (1:15) “as long as he is in this
body” (1:13) to remind them how to follow Jesus.

Ask Kerby

Did Jesus go to hell when
He died on the cross?

Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and buried; He descended into hell, the third day He rose
again from the dead.”

Translation
• Some of the confusion came from the English translations, due to translator
confusion regarding the distinctions that exist between the pertinent Greek
terms. The Greek term hades generally was equated with gehenna.
• Hades is the New Testament counterpart to Sheol (the place of the dead).
Refers to the abode of the unsaved dead between death and final judgment at
the Great White Throne (Luke 6:23 and Revelation 20:11-15).
• Gehenna refers to the location of the final state of the wicked after the
Judgment. This word is properly translated “hell” in the New Testament
(Matthew 5:22).

Conclusion
• In our day, the word “hell” has come to mean the place of the damned.
• In earlier times, the word merely indicated the place of the dead in general,
not a place of torment in particular.
• The Apostles’ Creed was simply translated at a time when the word “hell”
had a broader meaning in English than it does now.
• The human body of Jesus died and was buried. His soul descended to
hades/sheol like any other human. But Jesus He arrived victorious, and in
His resurrection, He achieved victory over death itself.

1 Peter 3:18-20
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous
for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the
spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits
in prison, because they formerly did not obey, when
God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the
ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight
persons, were brought safely through water.

Christ Preached
• Some theologians claim Jesus went to Hades/Sheol to proclaim gospel to the
dead. If that is the case, who was the audience?
- One possibility: the spirits were the sons of God or fallen angels (Genesis
6:1-4) and Christ proclaimed victory over all things (Ephesians 6:11-12,
Colossians 2:15).
- Another possibility: the spirits were those who rejected Noah’s preaching
and died and now await resurrection and judgment (Genesis 6:3-11).

Christ Preached
• Christ went down to Hades/Sheol during the interval between His death
and resurrection and preached to Noah’s contemporaries.
• Clement of Alexandria taught this view. What was Jesus doing?
- One possibility: He announced judgment to them.
- Another possibility: He gave them a second offer of salvation.
• Hebrews 9:27-28 says we are “destined to die once, and after that to face
judgment.”

Salvation for the Dead?

Christ Preached
• John Calvin (Institutes, II:XVI:9) taught that Christ went to Hades/Sheol and
preached the fulness of grace to the righteous dead and condemnation to the
wicked dead.
• Calvin also affirms the phrase in the Apostles’ Creed, that Christ “descended
into hell,” to mean that He bore the full wrath of God on our behalf
(II:XVI:10-12).

My Interpretation
• Isn’t is possible the Peter is teaching that Jesus was preached through the
ministry of Noah while Noah was building his ark?
• The “spirits in prison” clearly disobeyed during Noah’s day. Peter does teach
that Noah was a “preacher of righteousness” (2 Peter 2:5).
• This view then also fits with the promise by Jesus promise to the thief on the
cross: “Today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).
• It also fits with the last words of Jesus; “Father, into your hands I commit my
spirit’” (Luke 23:46).

