
1 Peter 1:1-12



Introduction
• Peter wrote to encourage the believers in Asia Minor who were suffering 

persecution.

• He reminded them that their hope was not in this world but in heaven, 
where an imperishable inheritance awaited them.

• Their suffering on this earth was temporary, only a short time compared to 
the eternity of heaven.



We are God’s chosen people, 
exiles on this earth



Chosen People
• 1 Peter 1:1-2

• Peter used a simple description of himself, “an apostle of Jesus Christ” and a 
very simple greeting, “May grace and peace be multiplied to you.”

• He calls them “exiles” and the “elect” (or chosen ones) of God. Christians are 
God’s chosen people, His royal priesthood, His holy nation, a people of 
God’s own possession (1 Peter 2:9).

• But they are living “in exile” on this earth, while their true citizenship is in 
heaven (Philippians 3:20).



Chosen People
• They were sanctified by the Spirit and the sprinkling of His blood. These are 

connections to the Old Testament. When sacrifices were made at the 
tabernacle/temple, the priests sprinkled the blood of the animal on the altar 
or the curtain or the ark to purify them.

• Peter reassured them that they been chosen by God, sanctified, not only for 
their own salvation but for a mission. 

• They were God’s chosen nation and royal priesthood, Christ’s ambassadors 
to the world.



Chosen People
• This description also points toward Peter’s primary theological point in the 

passage, that there was an inheritance waiting for them in heaven.

• Thinking of ourselves primarily as God’s “elect exiles” completely changes 
our perspective on everything we go through on this earth, including 
suffering.

• We don’t belong here. We are just passing through.

• Our suffering is temporary, and it has a greater purpose, both to shape us 
into the likeness of Christ and to bear His image to the world.



An eternal inheritance is 
kept for us in heaven



Eternal Inheritance
• 1 Peter 1:3-5

• Peter’s audience was suffering for Christ, being persecuted for the sake of the 
Gospel, with little hope that it would get any better. They might very well die 
as martyrs.

• Peter’s answer was that their hope wasn’t found in this life, in this world. 
Their hope was in heaven.

• He didn’t make false promises of blessing in this world. He pointed forward 
to heaven.



Eternal Inheritance
• Paul wrote something similar in Romans.

• “The sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us” (Romans 8:18)

• Paul wrote that because he focused on this future inheritance.

• He could persevere through anything life threw his way (Philippians 4:13).

• What is this inheritance that is being kept for us? The Bible uses several 
different terms for it:



Eternal Inheritance
• Other terms the Bible uses:

- The resurrection from the dead (Philippians 3:11)

- The crown of life (James 1:12)

- The crown of righteousness (2 Timothy 4:8)

- The unfading crown of glory (1 Peter 5:4)

- Eternal life (Matthew 19:29)



Eternal Inheritance
• Our inheritance is really heaven itself—the kingdom of God.

• This connects Christian believers to the Old Testament saints again. In the old 
covenant, the inheritance was the Promised Land, of which each tribe was 
given an allotment (Exodus 6:8; Joshua 13–21).

• Though the Holy Land was a beautiful place (a land flowing with milk and 
honey) even greater was the blessing of the presence of God in their midst, 
that God would live among them and be their God (Exodus 6:7; Ezekiel 
34:23).



Heaven



Eternal Inheritance
• The promise of the new covenant is eternal rest in the kingdom of God 

(Hebrews 4).

• Each of us will be given an allotment in the kingdom, a place in our Father’s 
house (John 14:1–6).

• What makes heaven so great isn’t the streets of gold or the jewels in the gates, 
it’s that God is there.

• Like the Levites and the priests in the old covenant, our inheritance is God 
Himself (Deuteronomy 18:1–2; Psalm 16:5–6).



Eternal Inheritance
• We may not know every detail about what heaven will be like, but we can 

know that the kingdom of God is where God is.

• Because God’s presence is there, there will be no sorrow, evil or pain—He 
will wipe every tear from our eyes (Revelation 21:4). These are two themes 
that recur throughout all of covenant history. God will dwell with 
humankind, and He will comfort them.

• With the presence of God come comfort and peace.

• The Holy Spirit is called the Comforter. Jesus is the Prince of Peace.



Eternal Inheritance
• Peter describes (in verse 4) our inheritance in heaven as: 

• Imperishable—Everything on earth is in the process of decaying, but our 
treasure in heaven is unaffected by the law of entropy (Matthew 6:19–20).

• Undefiled—Everything in this world is broken, marred by sin, but in the 
kingdom of God there is no evil, nothing impure (Revelation 21:27).

• Unfading—This world will one day fade away, but the kingdom of God 
will last forever in brilliance and glory (1 John 2:17).



Eternal Inheritance
• Our inheritance is eternal. What we have waiting for us in heaven is secure.

• No one can snatch us from His hand (John 10:28–29). As children, adopted 
into His family, we have an assurance of this inheritance (Romans 8:17).

• Do not put your hope in this world that is fading away. Put your hope in 
heaven.

• Let us fix our eyes on what is unseen, not on this world.

• “For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that our unseen are 
eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18).



Our suffering is only 
for a little while



Perspective
• 1 Peter 6-12

• You can persevere through suffering because in comparison to an eternity in 
heaven, it’s only for “a little while” (verse 6).

• James says your life is like a vapor, a puff of smoke (James 4:14).

• The psalmist wrote that our lives are as short as a few handbreadths (about 
four inches, the breadth of a hand), as nothing before God (Psalms 39:5–6; 
62:9; 89:47; 144:4). 



Tested by Fire
• Secular perspective: “Life is short. Live it up while you can!”

• Christian perspective: “Life is short, so you better prepare for eternity.”

• Or if you’re suffering in this life, “Life is short, so just hold on. Eternity is 
coming!”

• But this is more than just a “grin and bear it” kind of attitude.

• Peter said God will use our suffering to refine us as fire refines gold (Psalm 
66:10; Proverbs 17:3; Isaiah 48:10; Malachi 3:3). 



Tested by Fire
• God’s purpose is to create for Himself a people who will reflect His image to 

the world (Titus 2:14).

• God allows us to go through the fire, but He never leaves us alone. He is 
always with us, watching us closely, making sure we are tested but not 
destroyed (2 Corinthians 4:8–9).

• God uses that suffering for good, to refine us, to make us more like Jesus.

• Peter says it’s “for a little while,” meaning just while we are on earth, before 
our eternity in heaven.



Tested by Fire
• Peter describes the outcome of this refining as “the salvation of your 

souls” (verse 9).

• This salvation is a further description of the inheritance in which we hope.

• This salvation is what the prophets prophesied about, what the whole Old 
Testament pointed toward (verse 10–11).

• It is so incredibly amazing that the angels long to understand it (verse 12).



Tested by Fire
• Even though we cannot see Jesus or His kingdom now, we believe in Him, 

love Him, and rejoice with an inexpressible joy (verse 8).

• The blessing of our inheritance is not only that we can look forward to 
heaven with hope, but that we can live this life with abundant joy (John 
10:10), trusting in the assurance of our salvation and fixing our eyes on the 
things that are not seen.

• No matter what our circumstances—in chains or in freedom, in plenty or in 
want—we can rejoice at all times (Philippians 4:4–13). 



Overview of 1 Peter




