
Genesis 46



Introduction
• Jacob takes his family and all that he has to Egypt.

• Judah goes ahead of him to meet Joseph, so Joseph could show them the way 
to Goshen.

• God promises to make him into a great nation there, repeating one of the 
promises He had made to Abraham (Gen. 12:1–3). God promises Jacob will 
see Joseph before he dies.

• Joseph explains that they will live in Goshen because shepherds are an 
abomination to the Egyptians.



Genesis 46



God promises to always be with His people
• In the story of Joseph, Genesis flips back and forth between calling Joseph’s 

father “Jacob” and calling him “Israel” – sometimes even in the same 
passage. Here, it even occurs in the same verse (verse 2).

• In chapter 32, Jacob wrestled with God, and God said to him, “Your name 
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel” (32:28).

• God told him the same thing again in chapter 35 when Jacob has his family 
destroy their false idols and build an altar to God (35:1–10).



God promises to always be with His people
• The name Jacob means “heel-grabber”—figuratively “supplanter” or 

“overreach” because Jacob came out of the womb second, holding the heel of 
his twin brother, Esau.

• Later, he supplanted Esau from his place in the family when he bought his 
birthright and stole his blessing (25:33; 27:35).

• When Jacob stole Esau’s blessing, Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob?” 
(27:36).



God promises to always be with His people
• The name Israel means “one who wrestles with God” because Jacob had 

“striven with God and with men and had prevailed” (32:28).

• Israel was the name used for the whole nation of Jacob’s descendants who 
settled in the Promised Land, also called Israel.

• So it is appropriate that here, when God is promising to make Jacob into a 
great nation, God specifically uses the name Israel instead of just Jacob.



God promises to always be with His people
• God spoke to Jacob in a dream, but spoke to him directly, not through 

symbols or metaphors that needed to be interpreted such as those in the 
dreams of Joseph or the cupbearer and baker, or Pharaoh (verse 1).

• God promised to make Jacob into a great nation while his family was in 
Egypt, thus fulfilling one of the promises He had made to Abraham.

• He told Jacob that he shouldn’t be afraid to go down to Egypt because God 
will be with him (verses 3–4).



God promises to always be with His people
• This is the continuous promise of God to His people in the Old Testament, 

and in the New Testament. 

• “I will be with you.” “Do not be afraid, for I will be with you.”

• God says it: to Moses (Exodus 3:12), to Joshua (Joshua 1:9), to Jeremiah 
(Jeremiah 1:8), to Isaiah (Isaiah 41:10; 43:5).

• We do not need to fear because God is with us. Whatever comes our way. 



God promises to always be with His people
• This is God’s biggest promise to His people, and the foundation of all other 

promises, that He will be with them.

• He had already made this same promise to Jacob earlier, long before He 
changed his name to Israel, when he was running away from Esau to Laban.

• In his dream of the ladder that went from heaven to earth (Gen. 28:10–17) 
again, in a dream.

• God made the same promises to Jacob that He had made to Abraham.



God promises to always be with His people
• Three promises to Jacob:

- God promised Jacob the land (28:13).

- God promised Jacob innumerable descendants – a great nation (28:14). 

- God promised that all of the families of the earth will be blessed through 
his family (28:14).



God promises to always be with His people
• God sealed that promise with the same words He does here: “I am with you 

and will keep you wherever you go” (46:15).

• At that point, Jacob was afraid to go away from his homeland to Laban, but 
God said, I will be with you.

• Now, more than 40 years later, Jacob was afraid to go from his homeland to 
Egypt; God repeats, I will be with you.

• God had also appeared to Jacob’s father, Isaac, at the exact same place, 
Beersheba (26:23), with the same promises.



God promises to always be with His people
• God sealed the promises with the same words: “Fear not, for I am with 

you” (26:24). God’s presence brings peace (John 14:26–27).

• God’s presence brings strength and courage (Joshua 1:9).

• God’s presence brings power (Acts 1:8) and wisdom (Isaiah 11:2) and love 
and joy and peace and patience and kindness and goodness and faithfulness 
and gentleness and self-control (Galatians 5:22–23).

• We do not need to fear because God is with us.



God keeps His promises to His people
• It’s easy to ignore the genealogies, but this one is here for a reason.

• Genesis repeats throughout this chapter that Jacob is bringing all of his 
family and everything he has to Egypt, all of God’s chosen people: 

- Their little ones, their wives, their livestock, their goods (verses 5–6)

- All his offspring, his sons, his son’s sons, his daughters, his son’s 
daughters, and all his offspring (verse 7)

- All the persons belonging to Jacob and the house of Jacob (verses 26–27)



God keeps His promises to His people
• The text explicitly tells us 70 people were of the house of Jacob.

• It confirms that number again (Exodus 1:5 and Deut. 10:22).

• The 70 descendants listed help to show us just how small this family is that 
will one day become a “great nation” (verse 3).

• The introduction to Exodus will tell us that this group started out small, only 
70 people.

• But that they “were fruitful and increased greatly; they multiplied and grew 
exceedingly strong” (Exodus 1:5–7). 



God keeps His promises to His people
• They grew so strong that this later pharaoh who did not know Joseph was 

threatened by them (Exodus 1:9–10), so he enslaved them. “But the more they 
were oppressed, the more they multiplied and the more they spread 
abroad” (verse 12).

• When the Israelites finally fled Egypt, they had 600,000 warriors, not 
counting women and children or non-able-bodied men (Ex. 12:37).

• In 430 years, the nation of Israel had grown from 70 people to about two-and-
a-half-million people or more.



God keeps His promises to His people
• Almost 500 years later, toward the end of the book of Joshua, when God’s 

people have finally conquered the Promised Land, Joshua says that God gave 
to Israel all the land He had sworn to the fathers, and rest on every side as he 
had sworn to their fathers.

• “Not one word of all the good promises that the Lord had made to the house 
of Israel had failed; all came to pass” (Josh. 21:45).

• His promises may come about in His way and in His timing, but His 
promises never fail.



God always provides for His people
• Judah maintains his leadership position among the brothers and goes ahead 

of the family to Joseph, to have Joseph show him the way to Goshen (verse 
28). Then Joseph finally gets to meet his father (verse 29). 

• Joseph has a similar tearful reunion with his father as he did with Benjamin.

• Though he is relatively close to death, Jacob’s statement, “now let me die” 
doesn’t mean he wants to die, but that now he could die a happy man, 
knowing Joseph is alive. This, compared to how he has felt for the last 20 
years, mourning Joseph’s death, must have been an incredible change for 
him.



God always provides for His people
• Joseph shares his plan with the brothers. By presenting themselves to 

Pharaoh as shepherds with their own flocks, they would be able to basically 
live independently within their own territory in Egypt.

• Though Pharaoh had offered to them to come to him and he would give 
them the best of everything in the land (Genesis 45:18), Joseph shrewdly 
suggests they tell him they are shepherds and have been for generations, and 
that they have their own flocks (verse 34).

• This way, they could remain independent, not relying on Pharaoh for 
anything.





Land of Goshen



God always provides for His people
• Goshen was very far north, as close to Canaan as you could get in Egypt.

• The territory was desirable for grazing animals, but it wasn’t one of the major 
areas around the Nile that Pharaoh was concerned about controlling.

• By claiming their status as shepherds, they effectively sequestered 
themselves in Goshen, since Egyptians thought shepherds were an 
abomination.

• They had already learned that Egyptians wouldn’t eat with foreigners, but 
now the Egyptians would really leave them alone.



God always provides for His people
• By staying there and tending their own flocks, they showed Pharaoh they 

were a peaceable, humble group who were not interested in rising above 
their station as shepherds.

• This pharaoh loved Joseph now, but Joseph was not fool enough to think that 
this would last forever. If they tied themselves too much to the favor of the 
pharaoh, they may regret it later.

• Joseph showed great wisdom and foresight in all of his decision-making, not 
just the ones where God supernaturally revealed things to him through 
dreams.



God always provides for His people
• Through all of these steps along the way, God provided for His people.

• By getting Joseph into his position in Egypt, God not only saved them from 
the famine. He gave them an abundance of food and money and donkeys 
and “good things of Egypt” (45:23). He gave them a land of their own, even 
though it was within Egypt’s territory. He gave them relative independence 
and peace and quiet.

• Our God is a promise keeper and a provider. He always provides for His 
children (Matthew 7:11).



God always provides for His people
• God’s people would learn this even more tangibly after the Exodus from 

Egypt, in the wilderness, when manna and quail supernaturally rained from 
the sky to feed them, and He gave them water out of a rock (Exodus 16–17).

• But it was quite obvious here, too. God would always provide for His people. 
No matter what He had to do to make it happen.

• “For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor. No 
good thing does He withhold from those who walk uprightly” (Psalm 84:11).



The promises and 
covenants of God



History of the Old Testament

• Creation to Patriarchs

• Patriarchal Period

• Exodus Period

• Conquest of Canaan

• Time of Judges

• United Kingdom

• Divided Kingdom

• Surviving Kingdom

• Babylonian Captivity

• Restoration



Covenants
•  Generation:

- God’s creation of humans in His image and placing them in paradise.

• Degeneration:

- Human sin, lose our place in paradise.

• Regeneration:

- Humans regaining a place in paradise.



Old Testament Covenants

• Adamic Covenant - Genesis 1 - be fruitful and multiply, Genesis 3 judgment.

• Noahic Covenant - Genesis 8 - will not strike down every living creature, 
rainbow would be a sign.

• Abrahamic Covenant - Genesis 12, will make his name great and bless him.

• Mosaic Covenant - God promises to bless Israel, advances certain promises of 
the Abrahamic Covenant.

• Davidic Covenant - his descendants will rule forever.


