Genesis 42-43

Introduction
• Jacob hears there is grain for sale in Egypt, so he sends Joseph’s brothers
there, all but Benjamin.
• When they arrive, they bow to Joseph, fulfilling the dream he had told them
about long ago.
• Joseph accuses them of being spies and tells them they can prove their
innocence by sending one brother back to get Benjamin.
• He throws them all in jail.

Introduction
• After three days, out of fear of God, he says they can all go back to get
Benjamin and to bring grain to their families, except one, he will keep
Simeon. The brothers discuss their guilt regarding throwing Joseph into the
pit. He sends them with provisions, puts their money back in their sacks.
• When they return home, they are afraid to go back to Egypt because of the
money. Eventually, the famine gets so severe that they have to return and
they bring Benjamin with them.
• When they arrive, Joseph throws a huge feast for them at his house. His
steward assures them that no one thinks they stole the money.

Genesis 42-43

Do Not Seek Revenge
• Believers are not to seek revenge on those who have harmed them.
• It has been more than seven years since Joseph became Pharaoh’s viceroy.
• It is more than twenty years since his brothers had thrown him into the pit
and sold him into slavery.
• Yet, Joseph hasn’t attempted any sort of reconciliation with his family or even
try to contact them to let them know he was still alive.

Do Not Seek Revenge
• It’s famine time, and Joseph’s brothers have come to Egypt to buy grain like
the other nations, but Jacob won’t let Benjamin go with them because he is
afraid of losing him (42:4–5).
• The several-week trip was dangerous, and as foreigners, they couldn’t be
sure how they would be received when they arrived.
• Benjamin is the youngest son and Jacob’s favorite, now that Joseph is gone
because he is the only other son born to Jacob’s favored wife, Rachel, who
died in childbirth with Benjamin (Genesis 35:16–20).

Do Not Seek Revenge
• Immediately in this chapter, we see Joseph’s dream from when he was 17
coming true: his brothers bow down to him (42:6).
• The text even emphasizes how far they bowed, “with their faces to the
ground” (42:6).
• Bowing all the way down to the ground, completely prostrate, was the
standard show of respect and homage in Egypt.
• Another reminder of God’s sovereignty: He is in control; He has a plan; and
He is orchestrating all events for good.

Do Not Seek Revenge
• Joseph’s response to his brothers is interesting. At first, he just seemed angry.
He spoke roughly to them, accusing them of being spies looking for Egypt’s
military weakness— “the nakedness of the land” (42:7-9), insisting three
times (42:9-14).
• But then, after he heard their authentic guilt concerning what they did to
him, he was moved to tears (42:24).
• How he chooses to act on his emotions shows his true character.
• We can’t choose our emotions, but we can choose how we act on them.

Do Not Seek Revenge
• Joseph had three plans. The original plan was to send one brother back to get
Benjamin, Joseph will keep the other nine in prison (42:15–16).
• After keeping them in prison three days, “out of fear of God,” Joseph
changed the test, allowing his brothers to go back but leave only one brother
in custody, Simeon (42:18–19).
• After hearing their guilt over the way they had treated him, Joseph gave
orders for them to be given grain and provisions for the journey, and for their
money to be replaced in their sacks (42:24–25).

Do Not Seek Revenge
• Joseph had two different motivations for loosening his test of the brothers:
- Fear of God
- Recognizing that they felt guilty
• Even before he was moved with compassion for them because they showed
that they felt guilty about what they had done to him, his heart toward them
was softened out of “fear of God” (42:18).
• If he let nine of them go back, they could bring grain to their households.

Do Not Seek Revenge
• Joseph said twice that if they proved they were telling the truth, it would
keep them from being put to death as spies (42:18-20).
• Traders and merchants who regularly traveled from country to country in
caravans would often be recruited by one country to spy on another for
them, to find out where they had military weaknesses.
• Proving whether a foreigner was a spy was a challenge, and it would explain
why Joseph was asking them so many questions about their family and their
homeland (43:7). It would also explain why he asked them to bring Benjamin
to him (42:15).

Do Not Seek Revenge
• If Joseph was seeking revenge, he could have simply accused them of spying
and had them killed (42:18-20), but he gave them a chance to prove their
trustworthiness, even before he learned that they felt guilty about the way
they had treated him.
• Later, in the Mosaic Law, God would tell His people, “Vengeance is mine,
and recompense,” but Joseph understood this even then (Deut. 32:35).
• He didn’t seek revenge on his brothers, but left it all to God and His
sovereignty. Joseph trusted that God had a plan and all of this was part of it.

Do Not Seek Revenge
• The brothers have seen their father’s pain for 20 years, and have lived with
the secret both of what they had done to Joseph and how they had lied to
their father about his death.
• Whether they had talked about their sins with Jacob many times over the
years or only felt guilty on the inside, they had enough feelings of guilt to
immediately think their current situation was punishment for the way they
had treated Joseph.
• God would use their guilt to discipline them and change their hearts

God Can Redeem
• God can even redeem our sinful choices – using them to accomplish good
and to change us.
• Genesis also shows us a change in character regarding Joseph’s brothers.
More than 20 years later, they are changed men. Instead of angry, jealous and
vindictive, they are humble and repentant (42:21).
• And we learn a new detail that we didn’t see in the original story in Genesis
37: “we saw the distress of his soul, when he begged us and we did not
listen” (42:21). This gives us insight into how much it pained Joseph to be
rejected by his brothers.

God Can Redeem
• Two brothers: Reuben
• Reuben reminds the brothers that he had told them not to hurt Joseph and
that this was all happening as a reckoning for his blood (42:22). This is the
moment that caused Joseph to weep (42:24).
• Reuben offered to their father that if Benjamin didn’t come back with them
from Egypt, that Jacob could kill his two sons (42:37).
• Thereby losing both of his heirs, cutting off his line.

God Can Redeem
• Two brothers: Judah
• As things became more desperate, the family had run out of the food Joseph
had originally given them, and they really needed to go back to Egypt again,
but Jacob still wouldn’t let Benjamin go (43:1–5).
• Judah stood up to his father, saying they would not go without Benjamin
(43:5). Judah had a leading role in selling Joseph into slavery.
• But now, instead of being jealous of their father’s love for Benjamin as he had
been with Joseph, he would protect this brother at all costs.

God Can Redeem
• The story even says their hearts failed them; they were trembling and asked,
“What is this that God has done to us?” (42:28) implicating that this was
further punishment being inflicted on them by God.
• This was why they were afraid to return to Egypt (42:35), but Jacob said,
maybe it was just an oversight and Joseph would forgive them if they
returned the money (43:12).
• Jacob asks God for mercy, that he might send them all back to him, including
Simeon and Benjamin.

God Can Redeem
• As the brothers return, Joseph provides a “test” to make sure they were
telling the truth about who they were, to prove they weren’t spies, was, at
least in part, a way for Joseph to get to see Benjamin.
• When Joseph saw him, described as “his mother’s son,” he was moved with
compassion and wept (43:30).
• At this point, it is worthwhile to note that he doesn’t tell the brothers who he
is right away.
• Joseph is orchestrating his own plan to teach them a lesson.

Be Generous
• Believers are to be generous to others, even generous to those who have
harmed them.
• When Joseph’s brothers came back to Egypt the second time, Joseph
prepared a feast for them. This would have been absolutely shocking in the
midst of a worldwide famine. Of course Joseph was one of the few people
who had the means to host a feast in the midst of a famine.
• His words, “slaughter an animal and make ready” are strikingly similar to
what the father in the Parable of the Prodigal Son says, to kill the fattened
calf. This was a meal of celebration.

Be Generous
• Inviting someone to a feast in the ancient Near East was a great show of
hospitality, of welcome, of honor. People typically only invited guests of their
own social status.
• The brothers’ invitation to this feast was so unusual that they worried they
were being tricked (43:18). Who were they to be invited to a feast with the
second in command of Egypt? All they were asking for were the basics and
Joseph lavished them with generosity.
• Scripture says that they looked at each other in amazement (43:33). This was
so much more than they ever would have expected.

Be Generous
• To calm the brothers’ fears that they were walking into a trap, Joseph’s
steward answered them that they had nothing to be concerned about. Their
debt had been paid, and it was God who had restored their treasure to their
sacks.
• Note also that the steward emphasized “your” God (43:23). This was not just
the God of Joseph; He was the God of all of the brothers.
• They may not have been as faithful to Him as Joseph had been, but He was
still their God. He cared for them and had been caring for them all along.

Be Generous
• We see Joseph’s love, care and generosity toward the very brothers who not
only mistreated him, but broke his heart.
• Joseph proved that he really was a man of God.
• Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in
heaven’” (Matthew 5:43-45).

Application from last week’s
“Ask Kerby”

Take the Day Off
• The crisis at a sock drawer
• Richard Swenson, Margin: Restoring Emotional, Physical, Financial and Time
Reserves to Overloaded Lives.
• Redeeming Rest, Redeeming Work, Redeeming Time
• Four tanks: Spiritual Tank, Physical Tank, Emotional Tank, Mental Tank
• Sabbath Day and Sabbath Year (Shmita) - The Power of the Sabbatical
• Matthew 11:28-29

