
Colossians 1:1-14



Introduction
• Paul’s letter to the Colossians stands out in the New Testament.

• This letter contains some of the highest Christology of the New Testament.

• Paul does a masterful job showing Christ’s supremacy and unrivaled nature 
over all things. The main focus in Colossians: Christ is central.

• Scholars note that the reference to prison links Colossians with Philemon, 
Ephesians and Philippians, making these letters known as “letters from 
prison.”



Introduction
• Paul himself did not bring the Gospel to the people in Colossae.

• We know from Paul’s letters that the servant Epaphras was the key 
evangelist for these new Christians.

• Because of Epaphras’s connection to the city, it seems he made Paul aware of 
the “hollow” false teaching that was taking place there. 

• Paul took time to center on the supremacy of Christ to combat any doubt of 
His preeminence and rule.



Colossians 1:1-8



Believers
• Paul goes at length to give thanks for the Colossians’ faith in Christ.

• While Paul rejoices in the faith of the Colossians, his prayer is that they 
would continue in the faith, and that their lives would bear fruit in the world 
through the power of the Spirit.

• He prays for continuation in the very things he rejoices over.

• Paul closes these verses with a reminder of the rescue of God in Christ for 
those who believe.



Believers
• In verses 3–4, Paul is elated that these dear believers have come to know the 

truth of the Gospel and put their faith in Christ.

• Paul uses the phrase “in Christ” to show that he is thankful they believe the 
truth surrounding Christ and His mission to offer forgiveness for sin through 
His sacrificial death on the Cross.

• Paul identifies the Colossians’ faith, hope, and love in verses 4–5. He 
commends their faith in Christ, their love for one another, and the hope that 
awaits them now as sons and daughters of God.



Believers
• Paul finds it necessary and valuable that the Colossians understand the 

Gospel in verse 6.

• He rejoices that the Gospel reached these believers, and that they understand 
the truth of Christ.

• Paul understands that the Gospel at this point in history has not reached the 
ends of the earth.

• His language is more symbolic of who the Gospel is for.



Bear Fruit in the World and Lives
• The Colossians have a picture of Gospel multiplication and advancement in 

the example of Epaphras (verses 7–8).

• Epaphras is an example of Gospel faithfulness, as well as a key role in the 
Colossians seeing how the Gospel moves forward.

• Just as Epaphras brought the Gospel to the Colossians, so too must the 
Colossians take the Gospel forward and into the lives of others.



Colossians 1:9-12



Spiritual Fruit
• Verses 9–12 are a direct parallel to his verses of thanksgiving (verse 6) found 

earlier in the chapter.

• Paul’s point is this: “even as the gospel is fruitful, those who have embraced 
the good news should bear spiritual fruit.”

• Paul is praying they would continue the course they’ve begun in the Gospel. 



Spiritual Fruit
• Paul shows the Colossians that the power and work of the Gospel doesn’t 

stop with them; it keeps going.

• Paul prays they would be filled with knowledge of the will of God in verse 9.

• This knowledge, given by God himself, should fill the Christian and produce 
Gospel fruit in them and around them.

• The Christian cannot muster this work on his own; it comes through God’s 
power at work in His Church.



Spiritual Fruit
• Paul uses the word “knowledge” again in verse 10.

• Paul wants the Christians to live rightly, but also think rightly about God and 
His work in Christ.

• Paul says it is this knowledge that will empower them to live in a manner 
worthy of the Lord.

• This echoes Philippians 1:27, that the church would live in a manner worthy 
of the Gospel. 



Spiritual Fruit
• Christians who believe the Gospel will bear fruit.

• As Jesus teaches in John 15, those who abide in the vine will produce life-
giving fruit.

• Because they understood the Gospel and have come to faith, their lives now 
should give evidence to the Gospel’s work.

• The Christian life is one characterized by patience and endurance.

• It is a life empowered by the strength of God at work in the believer.



Colossians 1:13-14



Delivered from the Domain of Darkness
• Because believers are now citizens of a new kingdom (Philippians 3), they 

live and work in light of their new home.

• God has delivered Christians through His Son, Christ, and now Christians 
produce fruit by the power of His Spirit.

• But it will not be without a fight. 

• The “domain of darkness” language in verse 13 is found elsewhere in Paul’s 
letters (Romans 13:12; Ephesians 5:8; Philippians 2:15; 1 Thessalonians 5:5).



Delivered from the Domain of Darkness
• Yet even in the midst of struggle, Christians must remember for themselves 

and remind others that Christ is more powerful than the earthly forces at 
work.

• God has graciously rescued His children from sin and death by the blood of 
his Son, Jesus (verse 14).

• This news is the truth that Christians believe, the power behind Christian 
fruit, and the hope enabling Christian endurance.
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Advancing the Gospel 

Encouraging Stories



Point of View - April 30 — Julie King
• Leader of Arise ministry within East-

West Ministries.

• Extreme team (October 2018) at the base 
of Himalayas.

• Witnessing to woman, asks what can my 
God do for you: peace.

• Deaf woman starts crying, “deaf ears 
hear” and she then hears the gospel.



Point of View - May 1 - Open Doors
• Woman in Iran goes out to meet people 

from Holland, Jesus met her in street and 
brought her to secret Bible study.

• Criminal confronts home owner, give me 
something valuable, takes satellite dish, 
hooks it up, hears the Gospel in Farsi, 
becomes a Christian, leads other 
criminals to the Lord and after a few 
months meet with Iranian pastor.


