
How To Study the Bible



Introduction
• A LifeWay Research study conducted in April 2017, found that Americans 

have a positive view of the Bible, but . . .

- More than half of Americans have read little or none of the Bible.

- Less than a quarter of those who have ever read a Bible have a systematic 
plan for reading the Christian Scriptures each day. 

- A third of Americans never pick it up on their own.



Why study the Bible?



Introduction
• The Bible is an incredible book of history and facts that proves there is a God 

who created all things.

• Most importantly, the Bible is the Word of God.

• It contains the mind of God and His will for each one of our lives.

• That is why the Bible was given to us.

• Here are a few scriptural reasons we should consider when answering this 
question.



Infallible
• First, the Word of God is infallible.

• There is no error in God’s Word. The law of the Lord is perfect. The 
testimony of the Lord is not only infallible it is inerrant. 

• Proverbs 30:5–6 tells us, “Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to 
those who take refuge in him.”

• The purity of His words does not need anything added to it. God warns us 
not to misrepresent His Scripture.



Complete
• Second, the Word of God is complete. The Bible does not need any new 

chapters or verses. It is all given to us already.

• In Revelation 22:18–19, God gives us a warning, “For I testify to everyone 
who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these 
things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; and if 
anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall 
take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the 
things which are written in this book.”



Authoritative
• Third, the Word of God is totally authoritative. 

• Psalm 119:89 says, “Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven.”

• The Word of God is the only source for absolute divine authority. This divine 
authority is for you and me as servants of Jesus Christ.



Sufficient
• Fourth, God’s Word is totally sufficient for all of our needs. We don’t need 

anything else.

• In 2 Timothy 3:16–17 we read, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.”

• We can be totally secure in the Lord by studying the Bible because it is God’s 
plan for our life.



Accomplish What it Promises
• Fifth, the Word of God will accomplish what it promises. If God told you 

something will happen, and you wait, it will happen.

• Isaiah 55:11 says, “So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It 
shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall 
prosper in the thing for which I sent it.”

• God sent His Word to accomplish His perfect will in our lives. If God makes 
a promise to you, He will fulfill it in His own time. There are so many 
promises given to us in the Bible. These promises reassure us and bring 
comfort to our lives in our times of trial.



How do we study the Bible?



Observation
• The first step is Observation: What do I see?

- Who are the people in the text?

- What is happening in the text?

- When did the events in the text take place?

- Where is the narrative taking place?

- Why do you think God included this story in the Bible?

- So what can we learn from this passage?



Observation
• Emphasis and repetition.

• Any section of the biblical text has main points and minor points.

• We should “major on the majors and minor on the minors.”

• When a biblical author tells us what the main point of a passage is, 
sometimes by repeating the basic idea again and again, our powers of 
observation should focus on that point.



Observation
• Key words and phrases.

• When we read a passage, there are typically a few key words or phrases 
upon which the whole passage hangs.

• What is grammatically dominant may help, but sometimes the key 
expression is buried in the middle of the text, or comes at the end.



Observation
• Comparisons and contrasts.

• When we read Jesus’ parable of the soils, we compare the experience of 
people who are like the hard soil, the thorny soil, the shallow soil, and the 
good soil. The truth of the passage is contained in the contrasts.

• Jesus frequently made comparisons as well. The kingdom of God is like a 
mustard seed, or leaven, or treasure hidden in a field. Jesus said of Himself: 
“I am the good shepherd,” “I am the bread sent from heaven,” “I am the light 
of the world,” and many other comparisons.



Observation
• Cause and effect.

• Many biblical passages describe what happens when someone makes a 
terrible error, or makes a truly good decision or commitment.

• Such connections are not always absolute.

• What is said in Proverbs, for instance, is generally true, but proverbs are not 
the same things as promises.



Interpretation
• Content

• The more time we spend in Observation, the less time we will need to spend 
in Interpretation.

• Here you will compile all of your observations into statements of what the 
author wants to communicate.

• A good question to ask to determine the content is “What is the author’s 
intended meaning?”



Interpretation
• Context

• There are two types of content questions we can ask.

• The first is what is the context of the passage? (i.e., What was said 
immediately before and after each verse, and how does that fit within the 
paragraph, chapter and book of the Bible).

• The second way to understand the context is to look at the five different 
types of context:



Interpretation
• Literary

• Considering the text’s literary flow involves reading a text in terms of the 
words around it. Words mean something in the sentences, paragraphs, 
chapters and books in which they are used.

• Properly reading the Bible in its literary context also means considering the 
literary form the author chose in writing.

• The Bible’s words are written primarily in three different kinds of texts: 
discourse, narrative and poetry.



Interpretation
• Historical

• In order to read the Bible in context, we need to read it in  
its historical context, beginning with the author and the original audience.

• When thinking about the original audience, we should distinguish the 
original characters in the story from the original readers, those who were 
reading Scripture about those characters.



Interpretation
• Cultural

• Coinciding with historical context is the cultural context of a biblical book.

• This includes the original cultural circumstances that gave rise to the book, as 
well as the cultural features of the time.

• Revelation 3:14–22 mentions seven churches. These were real churches with 
real locations in the first century.

• Remember that there were real-life circumstances that gave rise to the Bible’s 
narrative books and poetry, the Gospels and the letters.



Interpretation
• Geographic

• A knowledge of the geography of the land of Israel will increase your 
enjoyment in your Bible study as it improves your understanding of its 
people and events.

• That is why we should pay attention to the maps in the back of our Bible and 
even watch videos that help us understand the geography of Israel.

• These are real places with events that happen to real people.



Interpretation
• Comparison

• Compare Scripture with Scripture.

• One of the foundational themes of Bible study is that we don’t have to go 
outside the Bible in order to explain the Bible.

• The more we compare Scripture with other Scriptures the clearer the 
meaning of the Bible becomes to the reader.



Interpretation
• Culture

• Know the ancient cultures and societies that existed during biblical times.

• In order for us to properly understand the Bible, we must understand the 
factors (cultural background and historical context) that influenced the 
writing and results of a particular text.



Interpretation
• Consultation

• Examine secondary resources. We want our first source of Bible study to be 
the Bible, however using good secondary resources will help us better 
understand what we are reading.

• Concordance (a list of all words alphabetically with references), Bible 
Dictionary (definitions of words as understood in the original language), and 
Commentaries (insights from someone who has mastered the Bible).



Application - Nine Questions
• Is there an example to follow?
• Is there a sin to avoid?
• Is there a promise to claim?
• Is there a prayer to repeat?
• Is there a command to obey?
• Is there a condition to meet?
• Is there a verse to memorize?
• Is there an error to mark?
• Is there a challenge to face?



Resources



Revelation by the Numbers



One
• One is the number for unity, therefore it is the number of the nature of God.

- Deuteronomy 6:4 - Lord is One God

- Zechariah 14:9 - there shall be One Lord

- Ephesians 4:4-6 - One body and One Spirit and One Lord.



Two
• Two is the number of witness.

- Disciples sent out by twos (Mark 6:7).

- Testimony of two men is true (John 8:17).

- Two testaments bear witness to the truth.

- Two angels at the ascension of Jesus.

- Two witnesses Tribulation (Rev. 11:3).



Two
• Two also represents duality.

• The divine nature and the human nature of Jesus Christ.

• The material and the spiritual nature of each human being.



Three
• Three is the divine number.

- Revelation 1:8 - Alpha and Omega: which is, was, and is to come.

- Matthew 28:19 - Father, Son, Holy Spirit.

- Isaiah 6:3 - Holy, Holy, Holy.

- Genesis 1 - 3 days (form), 3 days (void).



Three
• Jesus rose on the third day.

• Humans: body, soul, and spirit.

• Time, space, matter

- Time: past, present, future.

- Space: height, width, depth.

- Matter: energy, motion, phenomenon.



Four
• Four is the number of earth.

• Isaiah 11:12 - four corners of the earth.

• Four points on the compass.

• Ezekiel 7 - four corners of the land.

• Four seasons of the year.



Four
• Revelation 7:1 - four angels, four corners of the earth, four winds of the earth.

• Beast - four living creatures around throne.

• Multiply by ten and you get 40 - which is the number of testing

- Flood - 40 days/nights

- Jonah - 40 days before Ninevah destroyed

- Jesus was tempted for 40 days



Five
• Five is the number of completeness.

- Five fingers, five toes, and five senses.

- Five symbolizes the five wounds of Jesus on the cross (hands, feet, side).

- Five also denotes Divine grace (4+1 = God’s grace on earth).



Six
• Six is the number of man.

- Man was created on the sixth day.

- Revelation 13:18 - count the number of the beast, the number of man

- Mark of the beast is 666 (man number 6 repeated 3 times God number).

- Man pretending to be God.



Seven
• Seven is the perfect number.

- The world number 4 added to the divine number 3 expresses perfection or 
completeness. 

- It means fullness or completeness as in seven days of the week.

- God rested on the seventh day.

- Joshua marched around Jericho seven times.



Seven
• Jesus sent out 70 to preach the perfect gospel.

• There are 70 weeks in the book of Daniel.

• The number seven is used 55 times in Revelation.

• Seven lampstands, menorah (seven candles).

• Paul lists seven gifts of the Spirit.

• Jesus spoke seven utterances from the cross.



Seven
• If you cut seven in half, that means danger and tribulation

- Elijah shut up heaven for 3-½ years.

- Anti-Christ will make covenant for 3-½ years and then break covenant.

- Revelation 13:5 - 40 and 2 months (3-½ years).



Eight
• Eight signifies new beginnings and new birth.

- Eighth day is the new beginning of the week.

- Jesus rose on eighth day of the week.

- Child circumcised on eighth day.

- Numerical total of name of Jesus is 888.



Nine
• Nine describes finality of sequence.

• It also can mean judgment (3 x 3).

• Also nine choirs of angels.



Ten
• Ten symbolizes completion.

- There were Ten Commandments.

- There were Ten Plagues in Egypt.

- Beast has 7 heads and 10 horns with 10 crowns.

- Tribulation sent to churches for ten days.



Twelve
• Twelve is the number for government of God.

- There were 12 tribes of Israel.

- Twelve is used to signify the church (there were twelve apostles).

- Twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel (Matthew 19:28).



Twelve
• The woman (Rev. 12:1) with a crown of twelve stars on her head represents 

the Old Testament people of God

• The new Jerusalem has twelve gates and on the gates were written the names 
of the twelve tribes of Israel ( Rev. 21:12). The wall of this city has twelve 
foundations.

• On them are the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb (Rev. 21:14). 

• Also associated with the New Jerusalem are the numbers 144 (12 times 12) 
and 12,000 (12 times 1000).



Forty
• Forty symbolizes trials and testing (10 x 4).

• Old Testament - 40 days

• Noah’s flood

• Moses on Mt. Sinai

• 40 years - Israel wandering in the wilderness

• New Testament - 40 days - Jesus in the wilderness



Other Numbers
• One hundred usually symbolizes completeness since it is ten times ten.

• One thousand usually represents a very large number.

• Ten thousand might even represent infinity or a large number impossible to 
count (ten thousand times ten thousand angels).


