


The Messiah Who Reveals 

Isaiah 40



Introduction
• God is giving His people a chance to start again.

• In Isaiah 40, God reveals His glory through words of 
comfort and coming restoration.

• There’s a future for the people, one filled with great joy.

• God’s message of hope resonates over heaven and earth 
and draws us to proclaim His greatness. As we wait on 
the Lord, we live by Christ’s power and for His glory.



Jesus reveals God’s glory as He speaks 
words of comfort to His people 

Isaiah 40:1-5



God’s Glory
• Isaiah 40 begins a new section in the book, a section 

spanning chapters 40–66.

• In this section, we find repeated development of the 
people’s sinful rebellion, God’s judgment fulfilled, and 
God’s sure redemption for His people.

• Chapter 40 begins with a declaration of God’s coming 
glory through the future restoration of the people of 
God (verse 1).



God’s Glory
• God reveals words filled with comfort, a message 

spoken in tender love for a broken people.

• God does not discipline His people out of spite or 
wicked malice.

• His discipline leads to restoration (Hebrews 12:4–11). 

• The exile is not to destroy people but to correct them.



God’s Glory
• Isaiah promises a “messenger, who will one day declare 

the time of restoration and peace.

• As a region filled with nearly impassable mountains 
and valleys, God’s promise to make straight paths.



God’s Glory
• Generations after Isaiah’s message, John the Baptist 

would fulfill the words of Isaiah 40:3 (Matthew 3:3; 
Mark 1:3; Luke 3:4–6; John 1:23).

• John prepared the way for Jesus, the Lamb of God, by 
preaching a baptism of repentance in the very 
geographical area predicted by Isaiah 40.

• Jesus reveals the glory and goodness of God to 
humanity (John 1:18; 17:25– 26).



Jesus reveals God’s message to the 
world as the incarnate Word of God 

 Isaiah 40:6-8



God’s Message
• Isaiah continues a message of comfort and peace with a 

second stanza in this song of comfort.

• Alongside the message of restoration, Isaiah recounts 
the passing weakness of humanity in light of the eternal 
words of God (verses 6–8).

• God commands a human response but mankind can 
only respond in weakness and desperation (verse 6).



God’s Message
• The people live each day as those who cannot hope in 

their own strength or in the strength of any other 
earthly power. 

• Isaiah’s language obviously influenced Peter about the 
life-bringing power of God’s words (1 Peter 1:24–25).

• When we receive new life in Christ, we receive an 
imperishable, eternal source of life.



God’s Message
• Isaiah also identifies the frailty of human existence as a 

direct contrast with the power of God over life and 
death (verse 6). In the face of God’s power, humanity 
withers away like grass under the heat of the sun in the 
Judean wilderness.



God’s Message
• Isaiah’s words do not end with human weakness but 

with God’s eternal words of promise (verse 8).

• Jesus, the definitive revelation from heaven, speaks 
truth and new life to His children (Hebrews 1:1).

• He offers eternal life to all who will call on His name 
(John 3:16) that they may walk in the newness of life 
offered in the Gospel (Romans 6:4).



Jesus reveals God’s power as He rules 
over all heaven and earth  

Isaiah 40:9-26



God’s Power
• Isaiah calls all of God’s chosen to rise up in shouts of 

praise and adoration (verse 9).

• He symbolically points to Zion and Jerusalem as 
witnesses to God’s glory and love.

• God’s people shout out as those who are no longer 
separated from God though sin and rebellion.

• Judah can now shout out in full confidence as they rest 
in God’s favor.



God’s Power
• Each section of verses 12–26 begins with rhetorical 

questions asserting God as Creator (verses 12–14, 21).

• These are followed by an affirmation of God ruler of all 
people and nations (15–17, 22–24).

• They conclude with a focus on God’s singular power 
over all things, whether that’s idols or all other 
heavenly beings (verses 18, 25–26).



God’s Power
• God created all things and sustains all things and is 

capable of both shaping all we know as well as standing 
apart from things we see around us (verses 12–13).

• God created all things but he is also totally separate 
from creation. He created the mountains, hills, waters, 
and skies, but he is not to be confused with those things.

• God’s power extends from His limitless being (verse 13) 
and absolute knowledge of all things (verse 14).



God’s Power
• The one true God cannot be solely identified with one 

nation or one geographic location (verse 15).

• Yahweh is not a local deity with limited power only in 
Judea.

• God stands infinitely greater than all other nations and 
at all other times.

• All other human powers are just a drop in the bucket or 
a speck of dust before the Almighty God.



God’s Power
• God sits high above in absolute authority in the heavens 

while all the earth’s inhabitants seem as small as insects 
before His grandeur (verse 22).

• No insect is capable of creating and shaping entire 
ecosystems, but God powerfully crafted all things by 
His own power (verse 22).

• In contrast to God’s might, all the kingdoms and rulers 
of this world become empty nothingness (verse 23).



God’s Power
• God possesses no equal in all creation, and Isaiah 

challenges the reader to find a rival to God’s greatness.

• Jesus is sitting in exalted power at the right hand of 
God, far above all other powers (Ephesians 1:21).

• Jesus displays God’s greatness to the world through His 
mighty acts on earth (Matthew 9:1–8), resurrection from 
the dead (1 Cor. 6:14), and authoritative return yet to 
come (Matthew 24:30; Mark 13:26).



Jesus reveals God’s greatness as He 
strengthens us to proclaim His 

goodness to the entire world 

Isaiah 40:27-31



God’s Greatness
• The final section puts the finishing touches on God’s 

love for His people and power displayed in creation.

• When it seems as though life will never get better, Isaiah 
challenges the listener to remember God’s greatness and 
to proclaim God’s goodness to the world.

• When worry arises, remember God never changes. He is 
everlasting.

• When fears arise, God never grows tired. 



God’s Greatness
• When you think no one understands your life, God 

possesses perfect knowledge. He knows all things.

• When you feel weak, cry out to God for strength.

• Isaiah’s conclusion to the admonition to trust in God is 
summed up as a disciplined practice of waiting on God 
(verse 31).

• To wait on God is not simply to sit around watching 
time pass by. We should have confident expectation.



God’s Greatness
• His timing and His way are perfect, revealed time and 

again in our lives and in the story of Scripture.

• God offers us immeasurable reserves of strength to 
accomplish all He plans for us.

• God grants exactly what we need at exactly the right 
time for exactly the right season to accomplish exactly 
His purposes as we “mount up,” “run,” and “walk.”



Ask Kerby

How do I find election 
resources for the mid-term 
elections in November?
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Where to Vote
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Mike Buster



Who Represents Me?



Close Elections


