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question #1: 

Why does the church and 
seminary teach that the “sign” 
spiritual gifts have ceased?



Spiritual Gifts

• Cessationism - some of the spiritual gifts important in 
authenticating the Gospel message have ceased.

• Those that ceased are the “sign gifts” - healing, 
miracles, and tongues.

• 1 Corinthians 13:9-10 - “For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the 
partial will pass away.”



Spiritual Gifts

• Acts 2:22 - “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty 
works and wonders and signs that God did through 
him in your midst, as you yourselves know.”

• Acts 14:3 - “So they remained for a long time, speaking 
boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to the word of 
his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by 
their hands.”



Continuity-Discontinuity

• 2 Corinthians 12:12 - “The signs of a true apostle were 
performed among you with utmost patience, with signs 
and wonders and mighty works.”

• The New Testament teaches that these miraculous gifts 
were tied to the ministry of the apostles and the 
verification of God’s revelation.

• Is there continuity or discontinuity with these gifts?



Continuity-Discontinuity

 Four arguments from Daniel Wallace at bible.org

• The argument from the close of canon

• The argument from errant prophecy

• The argument from faith healers

• Miscellaneous argument for discontinuity

http://bible.org


Unique Role of Miracles

• In the Bible, there are three key time periods in which 
God worked miracles: Moses, Elijah and Elisha, and 
Jesus and the Apostles.

• The primary purpose was to establish the credibility of 
the person who speaks the word of God.

• Jesus performed miracles to establish His credentials 
who then gave this power to the apostles.



Unique Role of Apostle

• These apostolic gifts were given during the lifetimes of 
the apostles.

• Notice that these miraculous gifts are mentioned less as 
the date of the writing gets later.

• The early church fathers (Chrysostom, Augustine) 
speak of their ceasing. Luther, Calvin, and others also 
taught that the gifts ended and were only given the 
confirm the message of the New Testament.



Dallas Theological Seminary

We believe that some gifts of the Holy Spirit such as 
speaking in tongues and miraculous healings were 
temporary. We believe that speaking in tongues was 
never the common or necessary sign of the baptism 
nor of the filling of the Spirit, and that the deliverance 
of the body from sickness or death awaits the 
consummation of our salvation in the resurrection 
(Acts 4:8, 31; Rom. 8:23; 1 Cor. 13:8).



question #2: 

What should we think about 
the recent US-North Korea 
summit in Singapore? 



US - North Korea Summit



US-North Korea Agreement

• Commit to establish new relations between the two 
countries for peace and prosperity.

• Join efforts to build a lasting and stable peace regime 
on the Korean Peninsula.

• Work toward denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.

• Commit to recovering POW/MIA remains, including 
the immediate repatriation of those already identified.



North Korea



North Korea



question #3: 

Should Christians watch the 
videos of Jordan Peterson and 
read his book? 



Jordan Peterson

• Jordan Peterson is a 
professor of psychology at 
the University of Toronto.

• His areas of study are 
in social and personality 
psychology, with a particular 
interest in the psychology of 
religious belief.



Jordan Peterson



Why is He Popular?

• He gives meaning to people in a secular, postmodern, 
meaning-starved world.

• He provides a powerful critique of leftist ideologies.

• He gives men a powerful image of masculinity in a 
world that vilifies men.

• He doesn’t dismiss the Bible, and opens up a 
conversation about religion and God.



What Are Areas of Concern?

• He views the Bible as a symbolic book rather than a 
historic book or God’s unique revelation.

• He teaches that we can find meaning here on earth 
through our experiences rather than the biblical 
teaching that we find meaning through a relationship 
to God through Jesus Christ.



question #4: 

How should we respond to the 
Muslim’s demand to include 
Sharia law? 



Shariah Law

• A foundational practice of Islam is the implementation 
of sharia into the legal structure.

• Sometimes the world has been able to see how extreme 
the interpretation of sharia can be. 

• The Qur’an teaches that an apostate Muslim faces the 
wrath of Allah (Sura 47:25-28). Sharia law in many 
countries treats apostasy as the unforgivable sin and 
therefore punishable by death.



Shariah Law

• According to the Qur’an women are considered inferior 
to men: “Men have authority over women because God 
has made the one superior to the other” (Sura 4:34).

• The Qur’an restricts a woman’s testimony in court. Her 
testimony is worth half as much as that of a man (Sura 
2:282).

• The Qur’an teaches that a son’s inheritance should be 
twice that of a daughter’s (Sura 4:11).



Shariah Law - Constitution

• Sharia law is very different in many respects from the 
laws established through the U.S. Constitution and the 
laws established through English Common law.

• In an attempt to prevent sharia law from being 
implemented in America, a number of state legislatures 
have passed bans on sharia law.

• Voters in other states have approved a ban that has 
been struck down by a federal appeals court.



Shariah Law - Constitution

Shariah Law in American 
Courts was published by 
the Center for Security 
Policy. In their original 
report they found 50 
significant cases of Sharia 
law in U.S. courts just from 
their small sample of 
appellate published cases. 



1-8-14

• The First Amendment says that there should be no 
establishment of religion. Sharia law is based on one 
religion’s (Islam) interpretation of rights.

• The Eighth Amendment prohibits “cruel and unusual 
punishment.” Most Americans would consider the 
penalties handed down under Sharia law to be cruel 
and unusual.



1-8-14

• The Fourteenth Amendment guarantees each citizen 
equal protection under the Constitution.

• Sharia law does not treat men and women equally, nor 
does it treat Muslims and non-Muslims equally. 



question #5: 

What are the best evidences 
for design that challenge the 
theory of evolution? 



Why We Believe in Creation

• Genesis is the foundation of the entire Bible. It is the 
story of the beginning of the universe, the solar system, 
earth, and human beings.

• Chapters 1-11 in Genesis are quoted more than 100 
times in the New Testament.

• All of the first eleven chapters are referred to in the 
New Testament. Every New Testament author refers 
somewhere to Genesis 1-11.



Jesus and Creation

• Jesus Himself refers to each one of the first seven 
chapters of Genesis.

• Jesus refers to Adam and Eve to explain the biblical 
view of marriage. That means they were real people.

• Jesus affirms the historicity of Cain/Abel in Matthew 
23. He connects the blood of Abel to Zechariah.

• Jesus confirms the historical nature of Noah and the 
Flood in Matthew 24:37-39.



Intelligent Design - Astronomy

• Guillermo Gonzalez, PhD, 
professor of astronomy and 
physics at Iowa State 
University.

• Jay Richards, PhD, Discovery 
Institute



Earth’s Size



Distance from the Sun



Earth’s Axial Tilt



Earth’s Moon



Atheist Answer: Multiverse

Brian Keating, PhD Physics



Intelligent Design - Biology

• Michael Bene wrote this book 
and many others.

• Christianity Today selected it 
as its 1996 Book of the Year.



Intelligent Design - Biology
• Showed that cells are filled with irreducibly 

complex molecular machines.

• Bacterial flagellum.

• Over 100 molecular                                    
motors exist inside                                              
the cell similar to                                           
designed motors.



Intelligent Design - Biology

• The DVD “Unlocking the 
Mystery of Life” explains the 
complexity of living systems 
and shows how this illustrates 
intelligent design in biology.

• There are many other DVDS 
from the Institute for Creation 
Research and Illustra Media.




