


When circumstances are 
unpredictable, we can trust 

God to build His Church     

Acts 15:36-16:40



Introduction
• The time has come for a full-fledged witness to the 

Greek world.

• In this section of Paul’s second missionary journey, 
Luke highlights the advance of the Gospel ministry.

• He also shows the incredible power of the Gospel, 
teaching us to trust in God’s oversight of our own 
ministry efforts today.



God carefully oversees 
the people and places 

where His church spreads  
  

Acts 15:36-16:10



God directs people in ministry
• We see that God directs the people involved in ministry.

• In this second missionary journey, the apostles are split 
up. Barnabas and Mark leave for Cyprus, and Paul and 
Silas leave for Syria and Cilicia to strengthen the 
churches previously planted there.

• God is divinely directing both parties to do His will in 
various places, even in their human disagreements.



God directs people in ministry
• Paul comes to Derbe and Lystra, where he now takes 

time to encourage and teach the churches there.

• During his visit, he meets Timothy, likely a teenager at 
the time. Luke provides interesting details about 
Timothy’s parents—his mother is a believing Jew, and 
his father is an unbelieving Greek.

• He describes Timothy’s character: he is called a 
“disciple,” meaning he is a faithful believer.



Paul and Timothy
• Timothy is a striking choice for a self-described 

“Hebrew of Hebrews” like Paul (Philippians 3:5).

• It is apparent that Paul did not care about Timothy’s 
religious or racial breeding.

• When it came to leadership, it only mattered that 
Timothy was loyal to Christ and well-respected among 
his faith community.



Paul and Timothy
• Application: This teaches us a lesson on the biblical 

qualifications for anyone who wants to minister.

• Your racial or ethnic background doesn’t matter, only 
that you are faithful to Jesus and in good standing with 
a local church.

• All followers of Jesus have been called to be ministers of 
the Gospel (2 Corinthians 3:5–6). 



Paul and Timothy
• Though Paul does not disqualify Timothy for not being 

a pure Jew, he does circumcise him (verse 3).

• The Jerusalem Council decided that Gentiles did not 
have to be circumcised in order to be Christians.

• According to rabbinic law at the time, a child born of a 
Jewish mother and a Greek father, was considered 
Jewish. He knows it will cause a problem for Jewish 
believers if Timothy remained uncircumcised.



Paul and Timothy
• The result of Paul’s visit is evident in verse 5.

• The churches were strengthened in the teaching of the 
apostles, and they were multiplying in conversions too.

• Paul teaches us how important it is not just to plant the 
seed of the Gospel in others, but also to teach and 
nurture them so that the seeds grow and bear fruit



Macedonian Call
• These verses show us that God also guides the places of 

this missionary journey.

• After finishing his ministry in Galatia, Paul decides to 
go to Asia (a small province where Ephesus is) but the 
Holy Spirit forbids him (verse 6).

• Paul then tries to go north into the cities around the 
Black Sea, but is stopped by the Spirit (verse 7).



Macedonian Call
• Instead of becoming bitter about the constantly 

changing locations, Paul is confident God is directing 
his steps and continues on his journey (verse 8).

• A divine vision confirms this, guiding him to go to 
Macedonia (verse 9).

• Once it’s clear the vision is from God, Paul immediately 
obeys (verse 10).



The power of God causes 
the Church to prosper 

in all kinds of circumstances  
   

Acts 16:11-40



Conversion of Lydia
• Here we see the power of God working in various ways 

throughout several surprising situations.

• First, we see God’s power at work to multiply His 
Church when the Gospel is preached.

• When the missionary quartet (Paul, Silas, Timothy and 
Luke) arrives in Philippi, they head to the river to find 
some Jews, and find a group of women gathered to 
worship (verses 12–13).



Conversion of Lydia
• One of the women, Lydia, wasn’t actually Jewish.

• She was a “worshipper of God,” a Gentile who saw 
truth in Judaism and converted to it.

• As Lydia listens to Paul, God opens her eyes to the truth 
of the Gospel, and she and her whole household are 
baptized.

• She offers her large home to the church of Philippi, 
making it the hub for Christianity in that city (verse 15).



Paul and Silas in Prison
• A certain slave girl is oppressed by demonic spirits and 

follows them around, interfering with the ministry of 
Paul’s team (verses 16–17).

• In frustration, Paul speaks in the name of Christ over 
the spirit and it departs from the girl (verse 18).

• Not even a demon that holds power over a human can 
exercise power over the Gospel.



Paul and Silas in Prison
• The slave girl is freed from the demon, but her owners 

are not willing to give her up since her demonic power 
was profitable for them. So they bring the apostles to the 
authorities and speak false accusations against them.

• Paul and Silas are flogged and then are thrown into 
prison and kept under careful watch (verse 24).

• Against this bleak backdrop, the glory of God’s power is 
about to shine.



Paul and Silas in Prison
• In the darkest point of the journey so far (midnight in a 

prison cell), the apostles are singing and praising God.

• For the sake of the Roman jail keeper, they stay and 
share the Gospel with him (verses 27–28).

• Upon hearing what he must do to be saved (verse 30), 
the jail keeper believes and is baptized along with his 
whole household (verse 33).



Paul and Silas in Prison
• Paul and Silas stay near the jail until morning, when the 

guards are given orders to free them (verse 35–36).

• Paul uses his Roman citizenship to his advantage and 
demands that the magistrates officially publish their 
innocence (verse 37). The ruling protects Lydia and her 
house church as well.

• The apostles wait again to depart in order to offer 
encouragement to this newly founded church (verse 40).



Application 

The history, geography, 
and archaeology of Philippi 



History
• The original name of Philippi was Krenides (Greek for 

“fountains” because of the river and streams).

• In 356 BC Philip II of Macedon, conquered the city and 
renamed it to Philippi.

• The first church was probably originally a small prayer 
house. Later, (AD 343) the Basilica of Paul was built.

• The city was abandoned in the 14th century after the 
Ottoman conquest. 



River Outside the Gate



Via Egnatia



River Outside the Gate
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Baptismal Church
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Archaeology of Philippi
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Basilica of Philippi



Octagonal Basilica



Theater of Philippi



Archaeology of Philippi



Philippian jail?
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