


GOD WORKS THROUGH 
HIS CHURCH IN TIMES 
OF POPULARITY AND 

PERSECUTION
 

ACTS 5:12-42



INTRODUCTION

• Luke shows us that God advances the Gospel 
through seasons of both favor and trial.

• God is faithful to empower His servants to carry out 
His mission, no matter what they face.

• God remains faithful to multiply the saving work of 
His Son.

• The spread of the Gospel always gives us a reason to 
rejoice, no matter the season.



GOD WORKS THROUGH 
HIS CHURCH IN TIMES 
OF GREAT POPULARITY 

AND SUCCESS 
 

ACTS 5:12-16



SIGNS AND WONDERS

• The believing community responded to God’s 
discipline appropriately, and afterward, they 
experienced a surge of spiritual power.

• Luke explains this experience starting in verse 12 by 
asserting that the apostles performed many 
miraculous deeds in Jerusalem.

• He goes on to describe their ministry as a joyous 
season.



SIGNS AND WONDERS

• The “signs and wonders” mentioned here are a direct 
answer to the church’s prayers in Acts 4:30–31.

• In verse 13, Luke records a surprising paradox.

• It seems many non-believers were afraid to join the 
ranks of the Christians, yet they also held them in 
very high regard due to the miraculous works being 
doing in their midst.



SIGNS AND WONDERS

• On one hand, the Holy Spirit’s miraculous power to 
heal was extremely attractive, and people watched 
with curious awe. The apostles were quite popular in 
this season of their ministry, as they were especially 
bestowed with the authority to heal in Jesus’ name.

• On the other hand, the power the Holy Spirit had to 
execute judgment clearly required personal 
responsibility and commitment (exemplified by the 
deaths of Ananias and Sapphira).



BELIEVERS ADDED

• The crowd revered the Spirit and the beloved 
apostles who ministered in God’s power but kept a 
safe distance until they were ready to make a 
personal commitment to this kind of power.

• Luke records that many did believe, and the body of 
Christ grew “more than ever” (verse 14).



BELIEVERS ADDED

• Luke picks up the main theme of the apostle’s 
healing ministry.

• Verse 15 tells us that the Spirit’s redemptive work 
was so intense in the apostle’s ministry that close 
proximity to them could result in miraculous healing.

• Just as the Spirit’s power flowed out of Jesus simply 
by touching the hem of His garment (Luke 8:44–46), 
the Spirit’s power healed faith-filled seekers through 
the mere shadow of Peter.



BELIEVERS ADDED

• This clear parallel between Jesus’ ministry and 
Peter’s is not a coincidence.

• It is Luke’s way of reiterating that the apostles have 
not invented their own ministry agenda.

• They are simply continuing and extending Christ’s 
ministry to all who would come to Him for life and 
healing.



BELIEVERS ADDED

• This incredible healing ministry also drew attention 
from people far and wide (verse 16).

• Many from other towns came to bring their sick and 
oppressed to the apostles for healing and liberation.

• Before this point, only one lame man had been healed 
at the temple (Acts 3:6–8), and only those at the 
temple that day had seen it.



BELIEVERS ADDED

• That incident alone was enough to turn the heads of 
not just the Sadducees but the entire temple court 
system, inciting great hatred and schemes against the 
apostles (Acts 4:1–22). 

• One healed man in a confined temple landed the 
apostles in prison and provoked violent threats.

• In this passage, the one is multiplied into crowds, 
even people from other towns, being healed and 
liberated from their ailments.



BELIEVERS ADDED

• The healings were clearly not kept secret, and the 
apostles obviously didn’t stop their preaching as they 
were commanded.

• Though the religious leaders will eventually learn of 
the miracles and attempt to put an end to them, one 
thing is clear: the Gospel is spreading.

• In this passage, we see that God is faithful to spread 
the Good News in times of great ministry success.



GOD WORKS THROUGH 
HIS CHURCH IN TIMES 

OF GREAT 
PERSECUTION 

ACTS 5:17-42



PUT IN PRISON

• Luke shows us how the Sanhedrin respond to the 
apostle’s healing ministry (verse 17).

• The high priest and the Sadducees are enraged at the 
apostles’ ministry, which has grown far beyond one 
man.

• Luke reveals the underlying reason for their fuming: 
They were “filled with jealousy.” Out of this jealousy, 
they “arrested the apostles and put them in the 
public prison” (verse 18).



PUT IN PRISON

• Most striking here is that the Sadducees are not 
aiming to prevent heresy or protect the Jewish people 
or even uphold God’s honor.

• They act out of jealousy over the success of the 
Christian witness, selfishly seeking to protect their 
prestige in the community.



PUT IN PRISON

• Here we see God’s intervention in the lives of the 
apostles.

• An angel of the Lord is sent to release the apostles 
from prison (v. 19) and commands them to continue 
teaching the “words of Life” in the temple (v. 20).

• Here, Luke records that God, for the sake of His 
mission, delivers His servants from oppression in any 
manner He desires, whenever He sees fit.



TEACHING IN TEMPLE

• The angel directs them to return to the very place 
where they were arrested and continue preaching the 
Gospel, and they obey. 

• While it could have been more exciting for them to 
“move on” in ministry to friendlier places and 
welcoming people, God calls them go back to the 
temple, where they faithfully return to preach the 
Gospel in the very place that is about to cause yet 
another wave of persecution.



TEACHING IN TEMPLE

• Luke records the results of their obedience: additional 
imprisonment.

• When the Sanhedrin send officers to the jail to fetch 
the apostles for questioning, they have somehow 
escaped their prison cell, even though the guards 
were nearby the entire time (verses 22–23).

• Somehow these apostles walked through locked 
gates and guards, leaving the Council completely 
stunned (verse 24).



TEACHING IN TEMPLE

• The captain chooses to deal with the matter himself, 
though he does so delicately.

• With another ironic twist, he is the one in fear of the 
people, though he’s trying to lord fear over the 
apostles.

• The fear-enforcers are now scared, and the oppressed 
are perfectly calm!



TEACHING IN TEMPLE

• The Council is helpless to complete its plan, unable to 
force the apostles to meet with them.

• The only reason the apostles come before the Council 
is because they choose to (v. 26), freshly emboldened 
by God’s intervention the night before.

• Despite what began as an inescapable situation, the 
apostles see that everything is in God’s hands and 
remain fearless.



OBEY GOD

• Luke records the beginning of the hearing before the 
Sanhedrin (verse 27).

• When they are brought in for examination, we note 
the questioning regards a violation of Council orders 
and culpability in the death of Christ.

• Unlike the last hearing, the charges are formal this 
time.



OBEY GOD

• In verse 28, the Council is in essence saying, “You 
first disobeyed our orders not to preach anymore in 
the name of this Jesus, and more than that, you are 
trying to get us killed for responsibility in His death!”

• To the contrary, the apostles aren’t trying to get the 
Council killed. They are trying to get them saved.



GAMALIEL

• The Jewish leaders reveal their hardheartedness to 
the Gospel in verse 33, where Luke says they 
progress from jealous tendencies to murderous ones.

• The voice of reason who quiets                                     
their rage is a Pharisee named                                  
Gamaliel (v. 34).



GAMALIEL

• The Pharisees had the support of the masses, and the 
Sadducees yielded to their advice, especially 
Gamaliel, known for his wisdom and moderation.

• His rational appeal in verses 35–39 results in the 
beating and release of the apostles (verse 40).

• Despite more persecution, the apostles continue 
preaching, rejoicing that they are “counted worthy to 
suffer” for Christ’s name (verse 42).



Hinduism



Hinduism
• 750 million Hindu followers in the world

• 3rd largest religion in the world

• 1.2 million in the United States

• 14 temples in the DFW metroplex

• Over 100,000 Hindus in DFW metroplex



Hinduism
• Hindu refers to the peoples living beyond 

the Indus River.

• Hinduism evolved over a 4000 year period.

• Hinduism is a synthesis of various religions 
that entered India over thousand years. 



Hinduism
• The Vedas (What is heard)

- The Sruti are composed of philosophical, 
theological, and religious material. 

- Foremost among the Sruti are the four Vedas. 

- Hymns composed about 1800-500 B.C.

- Upanishads (end of the Vedas) 800-300 B.C. 



Hinduism
• The Smriti ( What is remembered)

- Written 400 B.C. - 400 A.D. 

- Various legal codes and epics

• Two forms of Hinduism:

- Philosophical Hinduism

- Popular Hinduism



Popular Hinduism
• Many gods and goddesses/incarnations

• Idol worship

• Nature worship

• Spirit worship

• Sacrifices, offerings

• Hindu festivals



Popular Hinduism
• Someone may be an engineer working at Texas 

Instruments in the day.

• Then bow down before an elephant god at night at 
the Hindu temple.



Three Hindu Gods

Shiva Brahman
Vishnu



Philosophical Hinduism
• A key foundational belief is monism - absolute 

reality is One. We perceive distinctions, but 
actually All is One.

• Another core belief is the doctrine of karma - 
every thought and actions results in certain 
consequences.



Philosophical Hinduism
• Another core belief is maya (illusion).

• The cause of feeling of duality is “maya.”

• We have an inaccurate view of reality.

• The cause of illusion is “ignorance.”



Philosophical Hinduism
• Another core belief is reincarnation or 

transmigration of the souls called samsara.

• One’s experience with karma cannot be fulfilled in 
one lifetime.

• It takes many lifetimes.

• We are reborn.



Philosophical Hinduism
• Associated with reincarnation is the caste system.

• At the top are the Brahmins or priests.

• Next are the Kshatriyas and others.

• Outside the caste system are                                 
the untouchables.



Concept of Truth
• Truth is relative

• Absolute truth is unknowable

• Truth is a matter of perspective

• Six blind men and elephant

• Logic: both/and



Hindu Worldview
Origin  Extension of Brahman (impersonal)

Knowledge  No absolute truth, know yourself.

Ethics  Relativism, no right or wrong.

Humans  Eternal soul, multiple bodies, reincarnation

Death  Reincarnation, merge with Brahma.

History  Cyclical, universe it eternal, history repeats.



Other Forms
• Yoga

• Transcendental Meditation

• New Age Movement

• Hare Krishna



Evangelism - Hindus
• Hinduism lacks any understanding that God 

created the world for a good purpose.

• Hinduism assumes that humans are divine at their 
core and rejects the biblical view of sin.

• Hinduism assumes we are responsible for our own 
salvation over many lifetimes.

• Good works will not save us (Ephesians 2:8-9).



Buddhism



Buddhism
• 370 million Buddhist followers in the world

• 4th largest religion in the world

• A major religion of Asia (Korea, Vietnam, 
Thailand, Tibet, Bhutan)

• 10 temples in the DFW metroplex



History of Buddhism
• Founder is Siddhartha Gautama

• Born in 560 B.C

• Gautama’s Quest

- Old man

- Sick man

- Dead man

- Ascetic 



History of Buddhism
• Buddhism developed from Hinduism due to the 

teaching of Gautama Buddha.

• He attempted to explain why there is pain and 
suffering. It is due to desire.

• We must learn the four noble truths and then 
follow the eight-fold path.



Four Noble Truths
• Suffering is universal.

• The cause of suffering is desire/attachment.

• Suffering will cease when desire ceases.

• The path to cessation of suffering is:

- The Eightfold Path.



Eightfold Path
• Right Views
• Right Resolve
• Right Speech
• Right Conduct
• Right Occupation
• Right Effort
• Right Contemplation
• Right Meditation



Key Concepts
• Anatha

• Karma

• Samsara

• Nirvana



Buddhism
• Like Hinduism, Buddhism also teaches about 

karma and samsara.

• Buddha believed that a person can break the 
rebirth cycle no matter what class he is born into.

• Buddhism also teaches about nirvana.

• This is different from the Christian idea of heaven. 
It means the blowing out of existence.



Southern Buddhism
• Theravada Buddhism: conservative form of 

Buddhism, mostly found in Southeast Asia.

- Buddha is a man

- Pali Canon

- God has minor role

- Salvation for few

- Plain Temples





Northern Buddhism
• Mahayana Buddhism: liberal form of Buddhism, 

mostly found in Northern Asia and West.

- Buddha is divine

- Numerous Texts

- Salvation for many

- God: pantheistic, animistic

- Temples ornate





Buddhist Worldview
Origin  Eternal laws, no personal God.

Knowledge  Experience and enlightenment.

Ethics  Human reason, experience, enlightenment.

Humans  No eternal hope, disappear into Brahma.

Death  Rebirth or nirvana.

History  Cyclical, universe it eternal, history repeats.



Jesus and Gautama
• Buddha did not claim to be divine. Most Buddhists 

will acknowledge that he was just a man.

• Buddha claim to be a “way-shower.” He showed 
the path to nirvana.

• Buddha taught the way to eliminate suffering and 
attain enlightenment was the eliminate all desire.

• Buddha performed no miracles.



Christian Response
• The ultimate cause of suffering is not due just to 

desire.

• It is also due to our sin against the will of God and 
the fact that we live in a fallen world.

• Only Jesus, through His atonement, can deliver us 
from sin and death.




