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BELIEVER’S IDENTITY

• The Corinthians were straying from Christian 
behavior in two ways:

- They were acting like unbelievers in the way they 
settle disputes among the body of believers.

- They were also acting like unbelievers by the way 
they treated their own physical bodies as it relates 
to sexuality. 



BELIEVER’S IDENTITY

• By observing the ways these Corinthian believers 
relate to others and self, Paul concludes that they 
have lost their sense of identity.

• Paul purposefully uses the phrase “do you not 
know?” five different times (vv. 2, 9, 15, 16, 19) to 
reveal a glaring problem.

• They obviously don’t know how their Christian 
identity should inform their conduct.



BELIEVER’S IDENTITY

• For Paul, matters of justice and sexual ethics in the 
Church should be far superior to the ways of non-
Christians, yet the Corinthians are regressing back to 
the systems of the world to settle their issues and 
guide them in sexual behavior.

• The Corinthians have conformed to the patterns of 
the world regarding justice and sexuality, and their 
only hope to act correctly is to remember who they 
truly are.



BELIEVERS SHOULD BE 
FORGIVING AND 

WILLING TO SUFFER 

1 CORINTHIANS 6:1-11



DISPUTES

• Paul opens this chapter with a specific Corinthian 
situation that further illustrates what outsider 
behavior looks like in contrast to insider behavior.

• When small civil disputes arose among believers, 
their first response was to take one another to “the 
unrighteous court.”

• The public justice system was well known in its day 
for its favoritism toward the rich and powerful. 



DISPUTES

• Paul accuses them of acting like outsiders of the faith 
who have no other option but human law.

• While major criminal cases should obviously be 
brought to the state, smaller civil matters could be 
resolved with maturity and grace.

• Paul instructs that instead of going to court, small 
relational infractions should be resolved “between 
brothers,” which portrays to the world the Christian 
ideal of grace.



DISPUTES

• Paul’s approach to restoring this congregation to 
proper practice regarding disputes is to point them 
back to their identity.

• They have forgotten who they are, and it is showing 
in their behavior.

• Paul reminds them that they are saints who are 
justified and sanctified by the Lord, saints who will 
one day judge the world and even the angels.



DISPUTES

• Paul lays out a stark contrast:

• How can those who will eventually judge immortal 
beings on a cosmic scale not be capable of settling 
petty, temporary, earthly matters between 
themselves?

• How can those who are undeserving be justified in 
the courtroom of God, and yet take their brothers to 
human court over silly issues?



DISPUTES

• Instead of sullying the name of Jesus with these 
disputes, Paul challenges the believers that it would 
be better for them to endure suffering and being 
defrauded.

• But instead of suffering for Christ, becoming victims 
for the kingdom, these Christians are actively 
wronging and defrauding other Christians, taking 
the role of aggressors for their own selfish purposes.



CHARACTERISTICS

• Paul finishes with a list of the characteristics of “the 
unrighteous,” or in other words, qualities that would 
reveal a person does not know Christ.

• His purpose of the list is clear in verse 11— the 
reminder that “such were some of you.”

• Using the past tense in this statement, Paul is trying 
to help them remember these worldly ways of 
behaving should be in the past, not in the present 
lives of these believers.



CHARACTERISTICS

• But something has changed from those old days.

• The believers have been washed by the Holy Spirit 
(Titus 3:5), sanctified in the Son (1 Corinthians 1:2) 
and justified before God (Romans 8:33).

• The Corinthians have been declared righteous by 
God because they have been given Christ’s 
righteousness.

• It was time for them to live up to that declaration.



THE CHRISTIAN’S
BODY BELONGS

TO CHRIST

1 CORINTHIANS 6:12-20



FREEDOM IN CHRIST

• This section of the chapter explores how believers’ 
actions should reflect their identity in Christ. This 
time the focus is on sexual purity.

• Verses 12–20 are summed up succinctly in verse 16b: 
“The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for 
the Lord, and the Lord for the body.”

• The believer’s body should be used to bring Him 
glory, not shame through sexually impurity. 



FREEDOM IN CHRIST

• It feels as if the reader is eavesdropping on a 
conversation between Paul and someone else in 
verses 12 and 13.

• Some believe that the phrases in quotes are 
Corinthian slogans, known and used among the 
readers.

• The apostle is a proponent of Christian freedom from 
the Law in his letter to the Galatians (5:1).



FREEDOM IN CHRIST

• “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm 
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery” (Galatians 5:1).

• Believers have freedom in Christ, but Paul tempers 
the notion that a believer should execute freedom 
with two qualifiers: (1) Exercised freedom should 
help the Church, not hurt it, and (2) The believer 
should not be mastered by anything.



IMMORAL BEHAVIORS

• There are some behaviors that are never borderline 
concerning their appropriateness; they are always 
wrong.

• Verse 13 introduces the Corinthian slogan “Food is 
meant for the stomach and the stomach for food.”

• This way of thinking equated sex to consumption of 
food (a simple bodily function having nothing to do 
with the spiritual).



IMMORAL BEHAVIORS

• The problem, Paul points out in verses 13 and 14, is 
that the body is meant for God.

• The believer’s body is filled with the Holy Spirit and 
one day, the believer’s body will be raised just as 
Christ was raised.

• The human body is relevant and important to one’s 
spiritual walk today and has a role to play when 
Christ returns.



IMMORAL BEHAVIORS

• Paul continues in verse 15 expressing his amazement 
with the Corinthians’ lack of understanding 
concerning these basic theological issues.

• The fact is that Christ has purchased the believer (the 
whole believer) and it cost Him His life.



IMMORAL BEHAVIORS

• Prostitutes weren’t as culturally unacceptable in the 
ancient world as they are today.

• They were offered at the end of dinners to the guests, 
and it wasn’t uncommon for a man to end his day 
this way.

• It was so accepted, that the Corinthian Christians 
justified their continued practice.



IMMORAL BEHAVIORS

• It was not that “church members were going to 
prostitutes, but that they were participating in the 
Corinthian dinner parties where sexual immorality 
was part of the dining experience.”

• The prostitute can be understood not necessarily as 
an individual, rather a force of evil against Christ, a 
thief of His Bride.

• This connects to James 4:4, that friendship with the 
world is enmity toward God. 



IMMORAL BEHAVIORS

• Verses 16 and 17 remind the reader that Christians 
have been joined in union to the Lord; when one 
commits a sexual sin with a prostitute, he “joins” that 
prostitute (Genesis 2:24).

• Paul is not suggesting that the man is married to the 
prostitute through his sinful choice but, the apostle 
does want the reader to understand that sex is so 
much more than physical.



IMMORAL BEHAVIORS

• Paul provides a straightforward approach to dealing 
with sexual sin—run from it.

• Just as Joseph ran from Potiphar’s wife (Genesis 
29:12), the Corinthian believer was to flee when 
confronted with this unique type of temptation.

• Paul wants these Corinthians to see their bodies are 
temples of God, the very seat of His Spirit.



IMMORAL BEHAVIORS

• More importantly, the sexual sin of a believer is a 
corporate body issue, too.

• Paul is saying that this sin is “quantitatively different 
from other sins; that is, it is distinctive and worse 
than other sins in some way.”

• This is because our bodies are united to Christ and 
are temples of His Spirit.



THE DEBATE
OVER ONE WORD

1 CORINTHIANS 6:9



1 CORINTHIANS 6:9-10

Or do you not know that the unrighteous 
will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do 
not be deceived: neither the sexually 
immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor men who practice homosexuality, nor 
thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God.



HOMOSEXUALS

• The Greek word translated “homosexual” on 
“homosexual sin” is arsenokoitai.

• Gay activists point out that the word “homosexual” 
did not exist in the Hebrew or Greek. It was added 
by English translators of the Bible.

• Therefore it may merely be condemning men seeking 
male prostitution just like they were seeking female 
prostitution.



HOMOSEXUALS

• Actually what Paul is doing is providing the Greek 
translation of the Hebrew in Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13 
that forbids a man lying with another man as one 
would with a woman.

• Leviticus was originally written in Hebrew, but Paul 
was using the Greek translation of the Old Testament 
available in that day (the Septuagint) for his Scripture 
quotations.



HOMOSEXUALS

• The Greek translation of these Leviticus passages 
condemns a man (arseno) lying with (koitai) another 
man (arseno).

• Paul merely joins these two words together to create 
a new word, which he uses in 1 Corinthians and 1 
Timothy to condemn homosexual practice.

• These New Testament verses are essentially linked to 
the verses in Leviticus.



HOMOSEXUALS

• The Greek word koitai can also mean “bed” and 
carries a sexual connotation.

• The Greek word koitai is the source of our English 
word coitus (“sexual intercourse”).

• Paul is condemning is person doing exactly what 
Leviticus condemns: engaging in homosexual sex as 
described in Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13.




