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CULTURAL CAPTIVITY

• Colossians 2:8 warns us not to 
be taken captive by the culture.

• Unfortunately, many studies 
show that most Christians are 
culturally captive.

• Here are a few important 
statistics from the book, 
Cultural Captives.
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CULTURAL CAPTIVITY

• Some Christian commentators acknowledge there is a 
problem, but argue that there is no cause for concern.

• We will look at the following studies:

- National Study of Youth and Religion

- Souls in Transition, Lost in Transition

- Baylor Religion Survey

- Probe Ministries/Barna Research Survey



CULTURAL CAPTIVITY

• When we compare the various studies we find 
similar answers to similar questions.

• For example, more than 80% of young Americans say 
they believe in God.

• But when you ask additional questions to determine 
whether these same individuals have a biblical 
worldview, the percentage drops to about a third or 
less depending on the study and the questions asked 
(NSYR-22%, Baylor-27%, Probe-37%).



THREE TRENDS

• First, as the culture as adopted more unbiblical views 
concerning sex, marriage, pluralism, honest, etc., the 
majority of evangelical church members have 
adapted to accept the new cultural positions rather 
than stand firm on biblical principles.

• They have been taken “captive by empty deception 
and philosophy according to the traditions of men, 
according to the elementary principles of the world 
rather than according to Christ” (Colossians 2:8).



THREE TRENDS

• Second, the millennial generation is leaving the 
evangelical faith in large numbers. Some leave 
evangelical churches for liberal mainline churches, 
while others leave the church completely.

• Third, the percentage of American belonging to 
evangelical churches has remained somewhat 
constant, but that does not mean that the beliefs have 
remained constant.



WHAT DO THEY
THINK OF CHURCH?





DEMOGRAPHICS

• The Millennial generation (born from 1980 to 2000) is 
larger than the Baby Boom generation.

• Baby Boom generation (1946 to 1964) and was about 
76 million. Millennials are about 78 million.

• Thom and Jess Rainer, The Millennials

• Millenials, Pew Research Center



PSYCHOGRAPHICS

• Diverse - ethnically - that means there are lots of 
exceptions. Also ethically diverse - 35 percent 
nonwhite or Latino.

• Educated - America’s most educated generation.

• Hopeful - 96 percent agreed with the statement:        
“I believe I can do something great.”

• Relational - they want to communicate and connect, 
and often use social media to communicate.



PSYCHOGRAPHICS

• Narcissistic – the book, The Narcissism Epidemic, 
describes the soaring rates of self-obsession. 

• Uninhibited - more likely than previous     
generations to share about the intimate              details 
of their lives.

• Pragmatic - they want what works, are              
focused on results.



MARRIAGE/FAMILY

• How does the Millennial generation                       
view marriage and family?

• Look at the characteristics of parents.
• Baby Boomers wanted the best for                

themselves and had a high level of self-centeredness 
that eventually shifted to the needs of their children.

• They wanted everything to be perfect for their 
Millennial children.



MARRIAGE/FAMILY

• High level of parental involvement
- “Helicopter parents”
- “Snowplow parents”

• Found that 87% of Millennials viewed their parents 
as a positive source of influence.

• Unlike Baby Boomers who tended to be 
antiauthoritarian, they have a positive attitude 
toward those who are older.



MARRIAGE/FAMILY

• Millennials view marriage differently.

• Marry much later in life (5 years later)

• Cohabitation before marriage (60%)

• Same-sex marriage: “I see nothing wrong with people 
of the same-gender getting married.”

• Six in ten agreed (40% agreed, 21% somewhat)

• Are much more accepting of homosexuality.



MEDIA

• They also acccept advances in the digital era (smart 
phones, social media) as part of their lives.

• Three phases: early adopters - majority - laggards

• Most frequently communicate with someone by:
- Texting
- Phone
- E-mail



VIDEO

• If there is any media that defines the             
millennial generation it is video games.

• We have a whole generation of gamers.

• Positive: involves a complex set of decision-making 
skills. Teaches them to take multiple pieces of data 
and make decisions quickly.

• Negative: media addiction, too much time in front of 
a screen (TV screen, computer screen, video screen).



COMPUTERS

• Most Millennials (83%) use a computer for work and 
spend 17 hours on it each week.

• Millennials also spend time on computers for 
personal use and average 17 hours per week.

• If you add these numbers together, you                   
find something shocking (34 hours).

• They spend one-third of their waking                     
lives on a computers!



THEOLOGY

• When asked to described themselves, two-thirds 
used the term “Christian.”

• Nearly three in ten (28%) picked either atheism, 
agnosticism, or no preference.

• About 20 percent could be termed “born again,” and 
a smaller percentage could be defined “Evangelical.”

• A third (34%) said no one can know what will 
happen when they die. 



CHURCH

• Church attendance has been decreasing.

• Nearly two-thirds (65%) rarely or never              
attend religious services.

• One-fourth (24%) are active in church.

• This means that some attend church who are seekers.

• A percentage of non-attenders have a biblical 
worldview.



BORN-AGAIN 
MILLENNIALS



PROBE SURVEY

• Probe Ministries survey through Barna Group.

• Largest survey ever done of born-again Millennials 
(18-to-40-year-olds).

• Results were discouraging. Christian leaders for 
years have been pointing to disturbing trends.

• For example, 70 percent of 18-to-22-year olds take a 
break from church when they leave home.



BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW

1. God is the all-knowing, all-powerful creator of the 
world and still rules the universe today.

2. Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth.

3. A person cannot earn their way into Heaven by 
trying to be good or doing good works.

4. The Bible is totally accurate in all its principles.

5. Absolute moral truth exists.

6. Satan is considered to be a real being or force.



BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW

• Born-again Millennials fit into three categories:

- Biblical worldview - attend church regularly.

- No biblical worldview - attend church regularly.

- No biblical worldview - no church attendance.



BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW

• The survey illustrated that a biblical worldview and 
an eternal perspective are very important.

• Christians often believe “if I can just get that person 
in church” it will change everything. But being in 
church isn’t as important as having a biblical view.

• In many ways, a person in church without a biblical 
worldview is more like the person who does not 
attend church than a person in church with a biblical 
worldview.



INFLUENCE

• The survey found that most Millennials receive their 
spiritual beliefs from their parents.

• That means the inconsistent beliefs about God, Jesus, 
the Bible, and the Christian life were passed on from 
the previous generation.

• If the parents have captive beliefs, then their children 
will adopt this secular thinking.



BIBLICAL SOURCE

• Born-again millennials with a biblical worldview and 
who attend church regularly were more likely to look 
to a biblical source in making decisions.

• Only a third of those who attended church regularly 
but did not have a biblical worldview use a biblical 
source.

• Very few non-church attenders did.



BIBLICAL BELIEFS

• If you ask them if the Bible is true, consistent with 
science, and they try to follow it, you once again see a 
difference.

• About half with a biblical worldview accept these 
three statements.

• A much lower percentage of others accept them.



CULTURAL PRACTICE

• If these young people engaged in immoral or 
inappropriate behavior (illicit sexual activity, anger, 
selfishness), they were asked whether the behavior 
was wrong.

• Captive Christians were less likely to feel guilt about 
their sinful behavior.

• About 1/3 had no guilt with their sexual 
indiscretions. About half felt no guilt about other 
forms of sinful behavior.



SUMMARY

• The percent of born-again, emerging adults with a 
biblical worldview and who practice a consistent set 
of religious practices (prayer, Bible reading, church 
attendance) is 14%.

• The percent of born-again, emerging adults with a 
biblical worldview, at least a minimal biblical practice 
and biblical cultural beliefs (abortion, sex outside of 
marriage, science and faith) is less than 2%.



PERISCOPE PROGRAM

• Periscope is an integrated church experience that 
consists of:

-  A seven-week sermon series and videos, daily 
readings from the book, Periscope.

- Small group studies with embedded videos, daily 
social media connections with the congregation.

- A CD album “Now I’m Bound” recorded by Jennie 
Lee Riddle and other top Christian artists.



PERISCOPE

Once Captive
Daily Readings







PERISCOPE PROGRAM

• Periscope Church Assessment: Find out precisely 
how cultural or spiritual your church is (for pastors 
and church leaders).

• Periscope Church 49-Day Journey: Provides a shared 
church experience and a sense of going somewhere 
together.

• Small Group Study for Living a Transformed Life: 
Focus on the core of the Periscope series: video-
based, discussion-driven small group materials



PERISCOPE

Once Captive
Daily Readings



PERISCOPE BOOK

• 1. LOOKING THROUGH GOD’S PERISCOPE - We 
are living in eternity now, but erroneously live as if 
this earthly life is all there is.

• 2. SEEING THE SOURCE OF DECEPTION - We may 
be captives to Satan’s big lie and do not understand 
spiritual warfare.

• 3. EXPOSING FALSE VIEWS -Our view of religion is 
corrupted by Satan and false worldviews in our 
culture.



PERISCOPE BOOK

• 4. EXPOSING FALSE LIVING - The world and the 
flesh are enticing us to live in false ways.

• 5. EMBRACING A TRUE VISION - God’s perspective  
can help us avoid cultural captivity.

• 6. RENEWING YOUR MIND IN THE TRUTH - By 
feeding on God’s truth we can live transformed lives

• 7. SEEING ABOVE – LIVING BEYOND - We are to 
live in community and proclaim truth.



PERISCOPE

Once Captive
Daily Readings




