


Introduction
•Faith produces a certainty we cannot see.

•Many Old Testament saints provide an 
example of faith.

•These Old Testament saints departed life 
without receiving God’s promise.

•We have something they did not have.



The Result
of Faith

Hebrews 11:1-3



Result of Faith
•Eyesight provides a conviction about 

objects in the physical world.

•Faith produces the same conviction for the 
invisible world.

•Faith enabled the heroes of the Old 
Testament to received a good standing 
before God.



Result of Faith
•Believing that God created the world 

involves a leap of faith.

•Faith points to an unseen power who 
made the world we see.

•Faith looks not just at the creation but also 
the consummation of all things in Christ. 



The Examples
of Faith

Hebrews 11:4-38



Before the Flood
•The generations before the Flood (4-7).

•Genesis does not answer why Abel’s 
offering was more acceptable than Cain’s.

•Hebrews 11:4 explains that Abel showed 
faith. He had an obedient attitude.

•Cain’s works were evil; those of Abel’s 
were righteous.



Before the Flood
•Enoch walked with God (Genesis 5:24) 

and then was no more.

•First, his release from death was due to 
faith.

•Second, before his release, he had lived a 
life pleasing to God. He was a man of 
righteousness in an age of corruption.



Before the Flood
•(vs. 6) fellowship with God cannot exist 

without faith.

•First, we must believe that He exists.

•Second, that God rewards those who 
earnestly seek Him.



Before the Flood
•Noah (Genesis 6-9) showed his faith in 

response to a specific warning from God.

•He took the warning to heart, built an ark, 
and saved his family.

•This provided visible, physical evidence 
that Noah believed God.



Abraham -Patriarchs
•Abraham and the Patriarchs (8-22).

•Abraham’s faith shined brightly out of a 
dark background.

•Paul spent an entire chapter (Romans 4) 
commending the faith of Abraham.

•Today Jews, Muslims, and Christians 
revere his faith.



Abraham -Patriarchs
•(vs. 9-10) These verses add three facts 

about Abraham’s faith.

•First, his faith extended to his family.

•Second, he showed a tenacious faith by 
living as a nomad.

•Third, he was looking for a spiritual city.



Abraham -Patriarchs
•(vs. 13-16) These verses summarize the 

piety of the patriarchs.

•First, these men were living by faith when 
they died.

•Second, they did not receive the promise.

•Third, they were aliens and wanderers.



Abraham -Patriarchs
•(vs. 17-19) These verses illustrate the faith 

of Abraham in his sacrifice of Isaac.

•Even though Abraham had never seen a 
resurrection, he had faith that God could 
raise his son from the dead.

•This demonstrates the extent of his faith.



Abraham -Patriarchs
•(vs. 20-22) These verses commend Isaac’s 

faith in blessing both Jacob and Esau.

•Isaac and Jacob showed faith in 
recognizing blessing of the younger son.

•Joseph showed his faith by giving 
directions concerning his future burial 
after the Exodus.



Faith of Moses
•The faith of Moses (23-28).

•Exodus 2 describes the hiding of Moses by 
his parents. Hebrew 11:23 fills in details.

•These verses also commend the faith of 
Moses as an adult.

•Moses suffered for the sake of Christ, and 
kept the Passover.



Faith of Israel
•The faith of Israel (29)

•The nation of Israel displayed faith as they 
safely journeyed through the Red Sea.

•The faith of Moses must have inspired 
their faith.

•By contrast, the Egyptians drowned.



Faith Through History
•Faith throughout Jewish history (30-38)

•Faith led God’s people to win battles, 
endure persecution, and anticipate the life 
beyond.

•Joshua led people to circle Jericho.

•Rahab welcomed and protected the spies.



Faith Through History
•The list of faithful servants consists of six 

names which were typical of the period of 
the Judges and early monarchy:

•Gideon (Judges 6-8), Barak (Judges 4-5) 
Samson (Judges 13-16), and Jephthah 
(Judges 11-12).

•David and Samuel complete the list.



Faith Through History
•(vs. 33-34) These verses talk about the 

achievements of faith: conquering 
kingdoms, establishing justice, etc.

•(vs. 35-38) These verses describe faith and 
endurance through persecution.

•Beatings of Jeremiah, and sawed in two - 
likely a reference to Isaiah.



The Vindication
of Faith

Hebrews 11:39-40



Vindication of History
•The promises for which believers eagerly 

waited appeared only in Christ.

•Old Testament saints did not experience 
the eternal inheritance.

•Their faith earned them a remarkable 
reputation but they did not receive the 
promise until Christ came to earth.



Countdown 
to Christmas: 

Messianic Prophecy



Messianic Prophecies



Background

• There are 333 Messianic prophecies in 
the Old Testament.

• Written down between 1400-400 BC.

• They contain 56 specific facts or 
details about the coming Messiah and 
were literally fulfilled in the birth, 
ministry, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus.



Prophecies 
of His Coming



1. Seed of a Woman

•Genesis 3:15 - Messiah would come from the 
“seed of a woman” and come to destroy the 
work of the Devil.

•God begins to reveals His master plan for 
salvation.

• “Seed of a woman” - this future descendent of 
Eve would have no human father - have to be 
miraculously implanted in the womb.



1. Seed of a Woman

•Genesis 3:15 also says that Satan will inflict a 
painful wound on the woman’s Seed.

•Christ in turn will inflict a mortal wound on 
the Serpent, crushing his head.

•This prophecy was fulfilled at the cross, but 
will find it final culmination when Christ casts 
Satan into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10).



2. Messiah’s Family Tree

•Numerous prophecies in the Old Testament 
foretell the genealogical lineage from which the 
Messiah would come.

• Shem (Genesis 11), Abraham (Genesis 22), 
Isaac (Genesis 17), Jacob (Genesis 28), Judah 
(Genesis 49), Benjamin (Isaiah 11), and David 
(Isaiah 9:7).

•Genealogies of Jesus in Matthew 1 and Luke 3.



3. Born in Bethlehem

•The prophet Micah predicted that the Messiah 
would be born in the small town of Bethlehem 
(Micah 5:2).

• Joseph and Mary did not live in that town but 
had to make the 90-mile trip because of the 
taxation decree by Caesar Augustus.

•Recorded in Matthew 2 and Luke 2.



4. Born of a Virgin

•The prophecy in Isaiah 7:14 says that the Lord 
will “give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be 
with child and bear a son, and she will call His 
name Immanuel.”

• If Jesus is not born of virgin, then (1) the New 
Testament is untrue, (2) Mary is guilty of 
unchastity, (3) Isaiah’s prophecy is wrong, (4) 
Jesus is not born of the Holy Spirit, and (5) 
there is no miracle at Christmas.



5. Rachel Weeping

• Jeremiah (31:15) spoke of “Rachel weeping,” 
and was using a poetic mode of expression.

•Rachel (wife of Jacob) was the symbolic figure 
of Israel to convey great sorrow for children 
taken into captivity in Babylon.

•Matthew (2:16-18) proclaims that Jeremiah’s 
prophecy was fulfilled when Herod ordered all 
the young children killed.



6. Called Out of Egypt

•Then we have this strange statement in the 
book of Hosea (11:1) that the Messiah would be 
called out of Egypt.

•Matthew (2:14-15) records that Joseph and 
Mary took the young child (Jesus) into Egypt.

•Matthew (2:15) says they remained there until 
the death of Herod. Then they returned to the 
land of Israel (Matthew 5:21).



Prophecies 
of His Ministry



7. Preparing the Way

• Isaiah 40:3-5 and Malachi 3-4 both prophesied 
that there would be a forerunner to the 
Messiah who would prepare the way.

•These prophecies were fulfilled by John the 
Baptist (Matthew 11:13-14; Luke 3:2-6).

•God removed prophetic voice until John the 
Baptist who was a Nazarite set apart as a 
special witness (Numbers 6:2-3; Luke 1:15).



8. Prophet Like Moses

•Deuteronomy 18 - God will “raise up a Prophet 
like me from your brethren.”

•Like Moses, Messiah would be a leader, a 
prophet, a lawgiver, a deliverer, a teacher, a 
priest, an anointed one, a mediator, a human 
from God’s chosen people (Jew).

•Tim LaHaye lists 12 parallels; James Kennedy 
lists 10 parallels between Moses and Jesus.



9. God’s Timetable

•The Messiah will come when the Temple of 
Jerusalem is standing (Malachi 3:1; Psalm 
118:26; Daniel 9:26; Zechariah 11:13; Haggai 
2:7-9).

•The Temple did not exist at certain periods in 
Jewish history and was destroyed in AD 70.

•Fulfilled: Matthew 21:12.



9. God’s Timetable

•The Messiah will come according to the 
timetable of “69 weeks” of years in Daniel 9:25.

•Decree by Artaxerxes is recorded in Nehemiah 
2:1-8 (happened in 445 BC)

• 69 sevens of years = 483 years (173,880 days).

•Messiah is to appear in AD 33.



10. Riding a Donkey

•The Messiah will enter Jerusalem riding a 
donkey (Zechariah 9:9).

•Zechariah envisioned the Messiah entering 
Jerusalem riding on the foal of an ass.

•Christ didn’t come in a chariot. His first 
coming was characterized by humility.

•Fulfillment: Matthew 21:5; Luke 19:32-37.



11. Betrayal of Jesus

•The Messiah will be betrayed by a friend 
(Psalm 41:9).

•Fulfillment: Matthew 27:3-10; 26:47-48.

•The price of His betrayal will be 30 pieces of 
silver, cast on the floor of the Temple, and used 
to buy a potter’s field (Zechariah 11:12-13).

•Fulfillment: Matthew 27:3-10.



12. Trial of Jesus

•The Messiah will be accused by false witnesses 
(Psalm 35:11). Fulfillment: Matthew 26:59-60; 
Mark 14:56-57.

•The Messiah will not open His mouth to 
defend Himself (Isaiah 53:7). Fulfillment: 
Matthew 27:12.

•He will be beaten and spit upon (Isaiah 50:6). 
Fulfillment: Matthew 26:67; 27:26-31.



13. With Criminals

•The Messiah will be numbered with the 
transgressors (Isaiah 53:12).

• “He will divide the booty with the strong; 
Because He poured out Himself to death, And 
was numbered with the transgressors; Yet He 
Himself bore the sin of many.”

•Fulfillment: Jesus was crucified as a criminal 
between two thieves (Matthew 27:38).



14. Crucified

•The Messiah will be pierced (Psalm 22:16; 
Zechariah 12:10).

•Psalm 22 was written a thousand years before 
the death of Christ. At the time when written, 
the penalty for blasphemy was stoning.

•The Sanhedrin no longer had the legal right to 
put people to death. Jesus was crucified 
according to Roman law.



15. Burial

• Messiah would be buried with the 
rich.

• “His grave with the wicked, but with 
the rich at His death” (Isaiah 53:9).

• The body of Jesus was placed in the 
tomb owned by Joseph of Arimathea 
(Matthew 27).



Prophecies 
of His Victory



15. Calvary

•Messiah will say “My God, my God, why hast 
though forsaken me?” (Psalm 22:1).

•The Messiah’s bones will not be broken (Psalm 
34:20). Fulfillment: John 19:33.

•They will divide His clothing and cast lots for 
them (Psalm 22:18). Fulfillment: John 19:23-24.

•He will be given vinegar and gall to drink 
(Psalm 69:21). Fulfillment: Matthew 27:34-38.



15. Calvary

•Psalm 22 depicts Christ’ death at Calvary.

• It foretells His mockery (22:8), shame (22:13), 
pain (22:14-16), and the parting of His 
garments (22:18).

•But the Psalm does not end with crucifixion. It 
hints at resurrection: that suffering leads to 
salvation.



16. Resurrection

•Psalm 16:10 confirms that God would not leave 
“the Holy One” in hell nor would His body see 
corruption.

•Peter (Acts 2:25-32) refers back to this promise 
when preaching the resurrection of Jesus: “His 
soul was not left in hell, neither did his flesh 
see corruption.”




