


Introduction
•Jesus provides a better ministry, and His 

blood provides the new covenant.

•He offered Himself to God on our behalf.

•Earthly rituals are merely a shadow of the 
true heavenly work Jesus accomplished 
on our behalf.



Jesus Provides
a Better Ministry

Hebrews 9:1-14



Separation from God
•Because of the ministry of Jesus, our 

separation from God is overcome.

•Jesus is our High Priest who is seated at 
the throne of majesty (8:1).

•He is ministering from a better sanctuary.

•It is better than the earthly sanctuary God 
instructed Moses to build (Exodus 25-27).



Separation from God
•The author says he cannot speak of the 

details (9:5) in the old covenant.

•The Holy Place: lamp stand, table, bread 
of presence (priests - ritual duties).

•The Most Holy Place: altar of incense, ark 
of the covenant, mercy seat (high priest 
entered during the Day of Atonement).



Jesus: Sacrifice for Sin
•The new covenant promised a reformation 

of those two realms.

•God’s laws in the heart (8:10-11) and 
God’s forgiveness of man’s sin to clear the 
way to full access (8:12).

•We can now come boldly before the 
throne of grace (4:16).



Jesus: Sacrifice for Sin
•Christ’s sacrifice is a full and complete 

sacrifice. He is the better sacrifice. Much 
better than bulls and goats.

•Ephesians 1:7 - “In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of his grace.”



Jesus: Sacrifice for Sin
•Verse 14 is considered the summary of the 

author’s whole message.

•It will purify our conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God.

•Three steps: (1) Repent from dead works. 
(2) Receive a clean heart. (3) Serve the 
living God.



A New
Covenant

Hebrews 9:15-28



Blood is Meaningful
•The author talks about Jesus, who is 

reigning and ruling, mediating and 
interceding on our behalf.

•Blood shed to cover sin and death was 
established with Adam and Eve.

•It continued with the Passover Lamb on 
the doorway (Exodus 12:21-27).



Blood is Meaningful
•The Law of Moses was replete with blood 

sacrifices for sin.

•Leviticus 17:11-12 - “the life of the flesh is 
in the blood.”

•Blood brings atonement. How much more 
does the blood of Christ purify (9:14).



Blood is Powerful
•The author continues by comparing the 

earthly sanctuary and the heavenly 
sanctuary.

•The blood of animal cleansed earthly 
things, a better blood is required to 
cleanse earthly sinners to enter the very 
presence of God in heaven.



Earthly Sanctuary Heavenly sacntuary

Made with man’s hands The presence of God

Many high priests One High Priest

Many sacrifices One sacrifice

Blood of animals Blood of Jesus

Insufficient Perfect



Blood is Powerful
•The blood of Jesus is powerful.

•(vs. 24) Jesus entered into the holy places 
and ended the sacrificial system.

•The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross 
abolished sin. It is a finished work.

•(vs. 28) This chapter ends with promise of 
Christ’s return.



It is Appointed
for Man to Die Once

Hebrews 9:27



Reincarnation



Reincarnation
•Reincarnation is the belief (from various 

Eastern religions) that we are born, live, 
die, and are reborn again and again.

•The latest poll shows that 24 percent of 
Americans believe in reincarnation.

•Reincarnation and karma are the 
foundational principles.



Hinduism
• A core belief in Hinduism is reincarnation or 

transmigration of the souls called samsara.

• One’s experience with karma cannot be fulfilled in 
one lifetime.

• It takes many lifetimes                                               
to achieve perfection.                                                    
So we are reborn.



Buddhism

• Karma

• Samsara

• Nirvana



Evidence - Reincarnation
•Dr. Ian Stephenson, Psychiatry,                          

University of Virginia.

•Five proofs: hypnotic regression,                
déjà vu, Xenoglossy, birthmarks,                   
and the Bible.

•Hypnotic regression: individuals giving 
vivid and accurate descriptions.



Evidence - Reincarnation
•Déjà vu: distinct feeling you have been to 

a place or performed an event before.

•In our subconscious, we can relate an 
event with a past one we don’t remember.

•Xenoglossy: ability to speak a language 
one has never learned. Cryptoamnesia can 
account for this phenomenon. 



Evidence - Reincarnation
•Unique birthmarks: similar one possessed 

by deceased individual. But similarity 
does not prove sameness.

•Demonic spirits can inject experience or 
information into a person’s mind.

•Eastern meditation techniques could even 
allow for this possibility. 



Bible - Reincarnation
•John 9:1-3: “As he went along, he saw a 

man blind from birth. His disciples asked 
him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?’”

•Reincarnation proponents claim that in 
this passage the disciples are attributing 
the man’s blindness as the result of bad 
karma from a previous existence.



Bible - Reincarnation
•Jewish theology attributed birth defects to 

two factors. Prenatal sin committed by the 
baby after conception (but before birth) or 
sin committed by the parents.

•Genesis 25:22: struggle of Jacob and Esau 
in Rachel’s womb was interpreted as a 
conflict that resulted from prenatal sin.



Bible - Reincarnation
•In Matthew 11 Jesus states that John the 

Baptist is Elijah.

•Reincarnation proponents teach that John 
the Baptist was the reincarnation of Elijah 
from the Old Testament.

•In 2 Kings 2, Elijah never died, but was 
taken to heaven (not rebirth).



Bible - Reincarnation
•In Matthew 17 Elijah appears with Moses 

on the Mount of Transfiguration.

•John the Baptist had died by this time. He 
would have appeared not as Elijah.

•John the Baptist did not come as the 
reincarnation of Elijah, but in a 
metaphorical sense as Elijah.



Resurrection versus 
Reincarnation

•In 1 Corinthians 15:20 - “But Christ has 
indeed been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.”

•Christ’s resurrection is a precursor and a 
guarantee of the believer’s resurrection. 
His resurrection greatly differs from the 
reincarnation model.



Resurrection versus 
Reincarnation

•First, Christ’s resurrected body physically 
resembled His earthly body.

•Second, Christ’s glorified body possessed 
supernatural attributes.

•He was able to walk through walls, 
appear and disappear, and ascend to 
heaven.



No Reincarnation
•Hebrews 9:27: “it is appointed for man to 

die once, and after that comes judgment.”

•Luke 16:19-31: the unrighteous wealthy 
man enters hell immediately at death.

•Matthew 25 the goats enter a state of 
eternal punishment with no hope of 
escape.



Near-Death Encounters
• Elisabeth Kubler-Ross and 

Raymond Moody began to 
document afterlife 
experiences.

• This book sold 13 million 
copies.

• Many other books have been 
written since then.



Near-Death Encounters
• Medical studies say that 11 to 30 percent of all 

who survive a cardiac arrest report some kind 
of near-death experience.

• What is usually reported is that their conscious 
mind appears to be independent of their 
physical body (out of body experience).

• Some people report seeing a Being of Light.



Analysis of Experiences
• Physiological

• Psychological

• Pharmacological

• Paranormal



Analysis of Experiences
• Could some of these experiences be a spiritual 

counterfeit?

• We are always to “test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God” (1 John 4:1).

• Satan disguises himself as an “angel of 
light” (2 Corinthians 11:14).



90 Minutes in Heaven
• Baptist minister Don Piper 

struck by an 18-wheel truck.

• Paramedics arrived, found 
no sign of life, covered him 
with a tarp.

• A fellow pastor prayed over 
him while waiting for the 
medical examiner to arrive.



Heaven is For Real
• Colton Burpo (3), son of 

Todd and Sonja Burpo

• Sat on Jesus’ lap

• Met his sister who died in 
his mother’s womb

• Met his great granddad (told 
him things about his father).



Came Back from Heaven
• Kevin and Alex (6) were 

involved in car crash 
(internal decapitation).

• Saw “angels catch Daddy”

• Father talking to man in 
blue suit by helicopter.

• Alex later admitted he lied.



Summary
• Bible vs. experience - we are to “test the 

spirits” (1 John 4:1)
• Paul’s experience - Paul was hesitant to talk 

about his experience (2 Corinthians 12:1-4).
• Satan is deceptive - we should reject many of the 

afterlife experiences of non-Christians because 
Satan disguises himself as an “angel of light” (2 
Cor. 11:14). His demons also disguise themselves 
as “servants of righteousness” (2 Cor. 11:15).




