


Introduction
•Jesus is a better solution to sin.

•Chapters 8-10 are considered the heart of 
the book of Hebrews.

•Having established Jesus as our high 
priest, this chapter shows Him as the 
better mediator of a superior covenant.



A New
Leader

Hebrews 8:1-6



Service, Sacrifice
•When Pastor Graham in preaching, do 

you look at him or the video screen?

•At a Cowboy’s game lots of people watch 
the screen instead of the field.

•Your eyes will often drift to a picture, even 
though it is a copy the original. This is 
what the author is talking about.



Service, Sactuary
•The Old Testament is full of shadows and 

types. These are imagery that hints at the 
whole truth to be revealed.

•The temple instructions given to Moses by 
God (Exodus 25) were a pattern.

•The “true tent” is heavenly and abiding, 
while the copy is earthly and transient.



Service, Sanctuary
•Unfortunately, his Hebrew audience 

continued to focus on the temple with its 
routines and systems.

•Some of them may have thought 
something was defective about 
Christianity because it had no elaborate 
ceremony.



Service, Sanctuary
•The author explains that we have a high 

priest who sat down at the right hand of 
God - sitting suggests his task is done.

•By contrast the priest of Aaron’s line who 
stood in God’s presence did not sit down.

•Jesus completed the work so that they no 
longer needed an earthly tabernacle.



Sacrifice, Sanctuary
•(vs. 3) Earthly priest came to present 

offerings for human sinfulness.

•These were continual sacrifices.

•By contrast, Jesus is our high priest and 
offered a single sacrifice that never needed 
repetition.



Contrast in Effectiveness
•(vs. 4) Christ’s ministry is more effective 

because of who He is and what He does.

•Jesus would find no place for serving as a 
priest on earth - not from the proper tribe, 
He was the sacrifice.

•This was followed by His ascension to be 
seated at the right hand of God.



Contrast in Effectiveness
•(vs. 5) The ministry of Levitical priests 

represented only a shadow of the truly 
effective priestly ministry.

•The author reminds them that God 
provided precise instruction about the 
details of the tabernacle.



Contrast in Effectiveness
•(vs. 6) The ministry of Jesus was more 

effective in its service than the work of the 
descendants of Aaron.

•Christ was a mediator of the new 
covenant.

•He rescued the perishing and flawlessly 
carried out God’s will (John 17).



A New
Covenant

Hebrews 8:7-13



Reason for the 
New Covenant

•The failure of the first covenant demanded 
the establishment of a second covenant.

•The Law was not at fault. The people’s 
experience to it was the problem.

•The Law could reveal sin but it could not 
remove sin. It could not save sinners.



Content of the 
New Covenant

•(vs. 8-12) Here the author quotes from 
Jeremiah 31:31-34. This is God’s promise 
of a new covenant.

•The new covenant promises new moral 
power, personal knowledge, and 
forgiveness of sin.



Content of the 
New Covenant

•Three features stand out in this verse:

•First, the covenant applied to the house of 
Israel - included the entire people of God.

•Second, the covenant would be inward.

•God would write its covenant in the 
minds and hearts of people.



Content of the 
New Covenant

•Third, the covenant would produce 
intimacy. Israel’s God would become the 
God of his followers, and they would 
become His people.

•(vs. 11) Fellowship with him would 
become direct and immediate. It would 
not be for a privileged few.



Content of the 
New Covenant

•(vs. 12) God also promised new power to 
fulfill his laws and a new closeness to 
know and understand Him.

•God will be merciful toward our sin and 
He will remember our sins no more.



Result of the 
New Covenant

•(vs. 13) Jeremiah predicted the demise of 
the old covenant 600 years earlier.

•The readers may not have seen all of this 
in their lifetimes.

•The temple was still standing when this 
book was written. Sacrifices were still 
taking place.



Ezekiel 36:26-28
“And I will give you a new heart, and a 
new spirit I will put within you. And I will 
remove the heart of stone from your flesh 
and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put 
my Spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes and be careful to obey 
my rules. You shall dwell in the land that I 
gave to your fathers, and you shall be my 
people, and I will be your God.”



Conclusion
•The old covenant revealed man’s sin, 

while the new covenant removes sin.

•The new covenant gives us a pure heart, 
and gives us the Holy Spirit.

•The old covenant demanded the blood of 
animals, the new covenant was bought by 
the blood of Jesus Christ.



The
Emmaus

Code



The Emmaus Code
•The Emmaus Code: 

Finding Jesus in the 
Old Testament.

•How hints of Christ 
permeate the Old 
Testament accounts.



In Defense of the OT
•The Bible is more than merely a written 

record of man’s search for God.

•Actually, it is a history of God’s search to 
man - it is God’s revelation to us.

•The Bible shows itself to be God’s 
revelation through its unity.



In Defense of the OT
•The Old Testament is a deliberately 

incomplete book.

•The New Testament doesn’t begin from 
scratch but builds on the Old Testament.

•Eugene Merrill - “The New Testament is 
largely meaningless apart from its Old 
Testament orientation.”



In Defense of the OT
•There are at least 295 New Testament 

quotations from the Old Testament, which 
occupy 352 verses.

•When you add to this number, the 
allusions to the Old Testament, nearly 10 
percent of the New Testament deals with 
an Old Testament passage.



In Defense of the OT
•The God of the Old Testament is the God 

of the New Testament.

•Malachi 3:6 - “For I the Lord do not 
change.”

•Numbers 23:19 - “God is not man, that he 
should lie, or a son of man, that he should 
change his mind.”



In Defense of the OT
•James 1:17 - “Every good gift and perfect 

gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to change.”

•2 Timothy 3:16 - “all Scripture is breathed 
out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness.”



Old Testament History
•Biblical history is a specific type of history 

often referred to as “salvation history” or 
as “redemptive history.”

•It is not history for history’s sake, but 
actually is written to show how God 
works through history for our salvation.





Old Testament History
•Primeval period: Creation to Patriarchs

•Patriarchal Period

•Exodus Period

•Conquest of Canaan

•Time of Judges



Old Testament History
•United Kingdom

•Divided Kingdom

•Surviving Kingdom

•Babylonian Captivity

•Restoration



Covenants
•Generation: God’s creation of man in His 

image and placing him in paradise.

•Degeneration: man’s sin, loses his place in 
paradise.

•Regeneration: man’s regaining of 
paradise.



Covenants
•Edenic Covenant - be fruitful and 

multiply, permission to eat from every tree 
except the tree of knowledge (good/evil).

•Adamic Covenant - Genesis 3 judgement

•Noahic Covenant - Genesis 8 - will not 
strike down every living creature, 
rainbow would be a sign.



Covenants
•Abrahamic Covenant - Genesis 12, will 

make his name great and bless him.

•Mosaic Covenant - God also promises to 
bless Israel, advances certain promises of 
the Abrahamic Covenant.

•Davidic Covenant - his descendants will 
rule forever.



Offices: Prophet
•Moses is a prophet, but also declares that 

the Lord will raise up a prophet like him 
(Deuteronomy 18:15-18).

•The author Hebrews (3:3-6) explains that 
Jesus is superior to Moses. Moses was 
faithful to God’s house as a servant. Jesus 
is faithful over God’s house as a son.



Offices: Priest
•Priests represented Jews in their relations 

with God: sacrifices for sins.

•It was impossible for the blood of animals 
to take away sins (Hebrews 10:4).

•Jesus Christ is the high priest who gives 
us access to God through His atonement 
and intercession (Hebrews 5).



Offices: King
•The psalmist tells us that “the Lord swore 

to David a sure oath from which he will 
not turn back: One of the sons of your 
body I will set on your throne” (132:11).

•Jesus Christ is the perfect and everlasting 
King of all creation. His predecessors are 
imperfect mortals.



Offices: Creator
•God is the Creator of the universe. All 

three persons of Godhead are Creators.

•Jesus is also the preserver and sustainer of 
His Creation.

•Colossians 1:17 - “And he is before all 
things, and in him all things hold 
together.”



Titles
•Titles applies to Christ in the Old 

Testament include Jehovah, Elohim, 
Adonai, Son of God, the First Begotten, 
and the Angel of Jehovah.

•He is also the Jehovah of the Temple: 
compare Malachi 3:1 (messenger) with 
Matthew 21:12-13 (my house).



Christophanies
•A theophany is a visual manifestation of 

God to human beings.

•Old Testament theophanies involving 
Christ are called Christophanies.

•These are pictures of the pre-incarnate 
Christ in the Old Testament.



Christophanies
•The phrase “Angel of the Lord” appears 

56 times in the Old Testament.

•Abraham/Isaac (Genesis 22:11).

•Moses/burning bush (Exodus 3:2).

•Others: wilderness wanderings, Jacob, 
Daniel and his friends.



In Every Book
•Christ is in every Old Testament book.

•Pentateuch - types and pictures of Christ, 
sacrifices in the tabernacle.

•Joshua through Ester - God’s plan

•Poetic books - Christ in the Psalms

•Prophets - Messianic prophecy




