


Introduction
•Hebrews 7 gives reasons why a superior 

priesthood was needed and pronounces 
the greatness of the new priest.

•Jesus Christ is the perfect high priest for a 
new and perfect covenant. 



The Levites Were 
Imperfect Priests

Hebrews 7:11-19



Jesus - Levitical Priests
•In this passage we see that the priesthood 

of Jesus is superior to that of Levi.

•Also, the new covenant is presented as 
superior to the old covenant.

•The author of Hebrews has established a 
new order of priesthood using the Genesis 
14 account of Melchizedek.



Jesus - Levitical Priests
•The Abraham/Melchizedek encounter in 

Genesis set a precedent for this new 
priesthood because it is void of 
genealogies.

•It symbolized the eternal priesthood of 
Jesus Christ.

•This chart shows the ways it is greater.



Levitical Order Melchizedek Order

Of Aaron Of Abraham

Proceeded from a command Proceeded from a promise

Established by genealogy Established by oath

Founded in the law Founded in grace

Separation from God Drawing near to God

Dependent on behavior of 
sinful priests

Dependent on the perfect 
nature of God

Mortal and temporal Living and eternal



Old and New Covenant
•The entire system of the Levitical order 

(the Law, temple, priesthood) could not 
bring people in the presence of God.

•Everything about the structure of the 
temple prohibited people from coming 
near the holy place or the holy of holies.



Old and New Covenant
•Jesus offers a better hope and removes the 

barriers of sin and allows us entrance into 
God’s presence.

•The Levitical priesthood, and the law 
associated with it, was a temporary 
provision until Christ came.



Old and New Covenant
•Galatians 3:24 - “So then, the law was our 

guardian until Christ cam, in order that 
we might be justified by faith.”

•Jesus Christ is a better hope (7:19).

•Hebrews 10:14 - “For a single offering he 
has perfected for all time those who are 
being sacrificed.”



Old and New Covenant
•This perfection gives us lasting access to 

God, something that the Hebrew writer 
invites us to seize time and again.

•Draw near to God with confidence, you 
will receive mercy and find grace to help 
in time of need.



Jesus is a
Perfect Priest 

Hebrews 7:20-28



Jesus and New Covenant
•Here Jesus is described as the guarantor of 

a better covenant.

•Psalm 110:4 declares, “The Lord has sworn 
and will not change His mind” about the 
Messiah becoming a high priest forever.

•In Psalm 110 - God the Father swore an 
oath about His Son becoming High Priest.



Jesus: the High Priest
•In Jewish tradition, the high priest 

represents God to the sinner.

•It is through the high priest that the sinner 
can approach God.

•Jesus stands ready to receive us “to save 
to the uttermost those who draw near to 
God through Him” (7:25).



Jesus: the High Priest
•Jesus is in constant intercession for us.

•Salvation is already accomplished. But the 
work of intercession is continuous.

•1 John 4:17 - “By this love perfected with 
us, so that we may have confidence for the 
Day of Judgment, because as he is so also 
are with in this world.”



Jesus: the High Priest
•As Jesus is, so also are we in this world.

•Jesus is holy and innocent (7:26). We are 
holy and innocent because of Jesus.

•Ephesians 1:4 - “chose us in Him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be 
holy and blameless before Him.”

•We are seated in the heavenly places (2:6).



Summary of
Hebrews 7



Melchizedek
•Melchizedek is a type of Christ.

•The types in the Old Testament are merely 
an illustration. Does not mean equality.

•The priesthood was exalted and served an 
important function. The priests were those 
who connected Jews with God (Latin 
word for priest means bridge builder). 



Day of Atonement
•On the Day of Atonement, the high priest 

would put the blood on the mercy seat. 

•He mediated between God and men. He 
built the bridge.

•Hebrews 9:22 - “without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness of sins.”



Day of Atonement
•God designed that sin would be paid for 

by a blood sacrifice.

•The priest made the sacrifice on the day of 
atonement, and that was the bridge 
between God and the Jews.

•Jesus is the mediator of a better covenant 
with a better hope.



Hebrews 8:1-3
“Now the point in what we are saying is this: 
we have such a high priest, one who is seated 
at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty 
in heaven, a minister in the holy places, in 
the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. 
For every high priest is appointed to offer 
gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for 
this priest also to have something to offer.”



Aaron’s Priesthood
•The priesthood of Aaron was only for the 

Jews and was tied to the Jewish culture.

•These priests were subject to the kings.

•The priesthood of Aaron offered no 
permanent righteousness in peace. 

•There were continual sacrifices.



Melchizedek’s Priesthood
•His priesthood was not national but 

universal.

•It was not subject to royalty; it is royal.

•This priesthood was a permanent rule of 
righteousness and peace.

•Psalm 85:10 - through the Messiah 
“righteousness and peace kiss each other.”



Jihadist Attacks
in Paris









ISIS Attack?



ISIS Background
• ISIS was once known as al-Qaeda 

in Iraq. ISIS is more brutal than 
al-Qaeda (disagreed over tactics).

• ISIS is the richest terrorist group.

• It has more firepower than any 
other jihadist organization.

•They now control territory as 
large as an entire nation-state.



ISIS



ISIS Symbol
• ISIS fighters mark the homes of Christians with 

an Arabic symbol that has come to mean 
Nazarene - a pejorative Middle Eastern term 
for Christians.

•This has become a symbol of                           
solidarity with the persecuted                
Christians in the region.



ISIS History
• In the ISIS Crisis, the authors connect five dots.

- Dot One: The Mujahideen

- Dot Two: The Taliban

- Dot Three: al Qaeda

- Dot Four: al Qaeda in Iraq

- Dot Five: ISIS



ISIS History
•Dot One - Mujahideen fought against Russia 

and were supported by the United States. One 
of the leaders was Osama bin Laden.

•Dot Two - Taliban filled the vacuum created 
when Soviet domination ended. They were 
students of a radical form of Islam taught in 
Pakistan.

•Mohammed Omar seized power and allowed 
Osama bin Laden back into the country to 
build al Qaeda.



ISIS History
•Dot Three - al Qaeda (the base) carried our 

various attacks (Saudi Arabia, Kenya, 
Tanzania) and 9/11.

•Dot Four - al Qaeda became a franchise 
operation. The leaders in Iraq was Abu Musab 
al-Zarqawi.

•Dot Five - ISIS filled the power vacuum when 
al-Zarqawi was killed. Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi 
became the head of the Islamic State of Iraq.



Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi



ISIS theology
• July 4, 2014 - Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi was 

proclaimed at the Mosque in Mosul as the 
“Caliph Ibrahim” and leader of the Islamic 
State.

• “Fear Allah as he should be feared and do not 
die except as Muslims. . . . Go forth, O 
mujahidin in the path of Allah. Terrify the 
enemies of Allah and seek death.... for the 
dunyā will come to an end, and the hereafter 
will last forever.”



ISIS Call to Action
• Sheik Abu Muhammad al-Adnani (ISIS 

spokesman) called on Muslims living in 
Western countries to find an infidel and 
“smash his head with a rock, poison him” or 
even “destroy his crops.”

•These are allusions to statements by 
Muhammed in the Qur’an                                    
to Muslims.



ISIS Goals
• ISIS is not content with spreading jihad in Iraq 

and Syria, but has set its sights on larger 
targets. For example, ISIS has threatened to 
destroy the Kaaba in the Grand Mosque in 
Mecca.

• “We will kill those who                                
worship stones in Mecca                                       
and destroy the Kaaba.”



ISIS in America?
•FBI Director James Comey told the National 

Association of Attorneys General that ISIS is a 
“chaotic spider web” that avidly uses social 
media to radicalize people across the United 
States.

• “We have investigations of people in various 
stages of radicalizing in                                          
all 50 states.”

http://www.washingtonpost.com/posttv/world/national-security/comey-extremists-exist-in-all-50-states/2015/02/25/8bb6a716-bcfd-11e4-9dfb-03366e719af8_video.html


ISIS Attacks
• ISIS has been using very sophisticated 

technology and social media to recruit others 
to their cause.

•No longer does a potential jihadist have to 
travel to another country (Afghanistan, Syria, 
Sudan) to be trained. It can happen in our 
country.

• James Comey - “ISIS is focusing on the 
uniformed military and law enforcement.”
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