
Responding to the
book of 

Revelation



Responding
• Revelation reminds us of future events.

• The Supreme Court decision on same sex 
marriage has generated many responses:

- Withdraw and retreat from conflict

- Prepare of the Apocalypse

- Continue cultural engagement



Withdraw
and Retreat



Leave the Culture War



Leave the Culture War
• Robert Knight - “Right on cue following 

the Supreme Court’s demolition of 
marriage . . . conservative David Brooks 
said it’s time to move on and leave cultural 
political issues in the dust.”

• First, he does accurately diagnose the 
situation. 



Leave the Culture War
• “More and more Christians feel estranged 

from mainstream culture. They fear they 
will soon be treated as social pariahs.”

• “They fear their colleges will be decertified, 
their religious institutions will lose their 
tax-exempt status, their religious liberty 
will come under greater assault.”



Leave the Culture War
• David Brooks says we should, “Consider 

putting aside, in the current climate, the 
culture war around the sexual revolution.”

• Robert Knight responds: “In other words, 
leave the public square to radicals who are 
creating a government and culture openly 
hostile to anyone with traditional values.”



Leave the Culture War
• They might believe that: “Maybe they won’t 

hit you if you keep your head down.”

• Robert Knight responds: “Taking leave as 
outsiders might have made sense in an 
authoritarian regime like ancient Rome but 
America was created as a self-governing 
republic where we are Caesar.”



Leave the Culture War
• Think of it this way:

• According to Romans 13:1-7, we are to 
obey the government and its laws.

• If we aren’t involved in politics, then the 
secular politicians will make the laws that 
we Christians must obey.



Are We Really Losing?



Can’t Compromise



Can’t Compromise
• He reads this book 

to his daughter and 
sees a parallel.

• Give a mouse a 
cookie, then he 
wants a glass of milk, 
then a straw, etc.



Can’t Compromise



Can’t Compromise



Benedict Option
• Philosopher Alasdair McIntyre and 

conservative writer Rod Dreher have been 
promoting the “Benedict Option.”

• We should carve out space that would allow 
Christians to live humbly according to their 
doctrines and pass those beliefs on to their 
children.



Benedict Option



Benedict Option
• St. Benedict of Nursia 

founded monasteries that 
helped preserve the remnants 
of Western Civilization.

• This happened after the falls 
of the Roman Empire in the 
4th century.



Prepare for the
Apocalypse



Doomsday Prophets
• Since the Bible talks about 

a millennium, many 
believed the world was on 
the brink of apocalypse.

• This focus started in 1000 
and continued until 1033.



Doomsday Prophets
• The year 1666 was a 

time predicted for the 
apocalypse.

• It combined the 1000 
year millennium with 
the mark of the beast 
(666).



Doomsday Prophets
• Williams Miller predicted 

that Christ would return 
in October 22, 1844.

• He did not, so he 
recalculated and predicted 
He would return in 1845.



Doomsday Prophets
• A former Millerite, 

Charles Taze Russell 
started the Jehovah’s 
Witness.

• Predicted: 1874, 1914, 
1918, 1925, 1941, 1975.



Doomsday Prophets
• In 1982, two astrophysicists 

said the rare alignment of 
all nine planets would cause 
gravitational pull.

• They predicted killer 
earthquakes and other 
phenomenon. 



Doomsday Prophets
• Edgar Whisenaut published 

a book saying the rapture 
would occur in 1988.

• When it did not, he 
republished predicting the 
rapture in 1989.



Doomsday Prophets

• Elisabeth Clare Prophet 
predicted that a nuclear 
war would start on April 
23, 1990.

• Many began to stockpile 
food and guns in Montana.



Doomsday Prophets

• Heaven’s Gate cult 
predicted the Earth was 
about to be recycled.

• They committed mass 
suicide so their souls 
could ride the comet.



Doomsday Prophets

• Psychic Edgar Cayce 
predicted back in the 
1930s that the Battle of 
Armageddon would take 
place in 1999.



Doomsday Prophets

• The Y2K bug was 
supposed to cause great 
harm.

• People stocked up on 
everything from food to 
toilet paper.



What is a Prepper?



What is a Prepper?

• The word obviously is derived from 
preparation and it variation preparedness.

• Typically preppers are preparing for severe 
times in the future.

• They may be preparing for a natural disaster 
even a major catastrophe.



What is a Prepper?

• They are probably storing 
some food, water, supplied, 
and sometimes firearms.

• This makes sense if you 
lose your power or are hit 
by a tornado or earthquake.



What is a Prepper?

Some make a 
“bug out bag” in 
case the situation 
in town gets 
worse and they 
need to leave.



What is a Prepper?



FEMA Preparedness



Red Cross Suggestions



Be Prepared

• My motto is “prepare for 
what makes sense.”

• Harsh weather, power 
outages, loss of income, 
stranded on the road.



God’s Providence

• Christians are to have a spirit of fear (2 
Timothy 1:7) but a sound mind.

• We are to rely on God’s providential 
guidance both individually and collectively.

• We are to set our minds on the things above 
not on earth (Colossians 3:3-4).



C.S. Lewis

• “The curtain may be rung down at any 
moment: say before you have finished 
reading this paragraph. This seems to some 
people intolerably frustrating.”

• “We do not even know whether we are in 
Act I or Act V.”



America’s Future?



Jade Helm 15



Political and
Cultural Engagement



Civil Disobedience



Civil Disobedience
• First, we have biblical examples:

- Hebrew midwives (Exodus 1-2)

- Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 3)

- King Darius (Daniel 6)

- Apostles (Acts 5:29)



Civil Disobedience
• Second, we have American examples:

- Boston Tea Party

- Henry David Thoreau

- Underground Railroad

- Martin Luther King, Jr.

- Pro-life movement



Civil Disobedience



Civil Disobedience

• Five biblical principles for 
civil disobedience.

• We obey laws (Romans 13) 
unless there is a command 
which obeyed would cause us 
to disobey God (Acts 5:29).



Culture War
“Ultimately, our culture war is about one 
question: Is God dead, or is God king? For 
centuries, this issue has been crucial. If 
God is dead, as Nietzsche wrote, 
everything is permissible, and eventually, 
one will logically reach the conclusion of 
Paris’ student radicals of 1968: The only 
thing that is forbidden is to forbid.”



Culture War
Patrick Buchanan went on to add:

“But if God is king, men have a duty to try, 
as best they can, to conform their lives to 
his will and shape society in accordance 
with his law. Defection and indifferentism 
are not options open to us. We are 
commanded to fight.”




