
JESUS IS THE ONE 
WHO TRANSFORMS

John 2:1-12



INTRODUCTION

• Jesus performs his first miracle (John 2) at a wedding.

• Jesus does this to display His glory to the people and 
authenticate His claims to deity.

• Jesus transforms:

- Water into wine

- Sinners into saints



JESUS CAME TO
SAVE SINNERS

JOHN 2:1-5



SAVE SINNERS

• Location: Cana of Galilee (about 4 miles northeast of 
Nazareth, southwest of the Sea of Galilee).

• Time: On the third day - third day after Jesus made 
two more disciples. Jesus calls disciples for six days 
and has a seventh day of rest at a wedding.

• Travel: It probably took two days to reach Galilee 
from Judea.

• Significance: Nathanael was from the city of Cana.



SAVE SINNERS

• Jesus attends a wedding at Cana and the wine runs 
out. Mary asks Jesus to help. He responds His time 
has not yet come.

• Significance: His mother mostly likely had some role 
in the wedding (John 2:5)

• Disciples: They were invited, but it may have been a 
last minute invitation. They were willing to eat and 
drink at the wedding (Matthew 11:19).



SAVE SINNERS

• Jesus responds to mother - word “woman” was not a 
term of disrespect (John 19:26 and 20:15). It might 
indicate a change in His relationship to her.

• John reminds us in John 20:30-31 - that he records the 
signs and miracles of Jesus so that people would 
believe that Jesus is the Christ.

• The signs and miracles are meant to provide evidence 
of His glory.



SAVE SINNERS

• The wedding has run out of wine. This is not good 
news for the hosts. Running out of wine in that 
culture could bring great disgrace and shame.

• The relatives of the bride could even bring a lawsuit.

• When Jesus provides new wine He is not only 
showing His glory, but He is also showing 
compassion and grace to the family.



SAVE SINNERS

• Mary tells Jesus about the situation, and He responds 
by asking what this has to do with Him.

• He says His hour has not yet come. In John’s gospel, 
the “hour” refers to the moment at which God is fully 
gloried in Him.

• This response illustrates why he performs this 
miracle “behind the scenes.” John and the disciples 
saw what Jesus did, but the guests did not.



THE WORKS OF JESUS 
SHOULD MOVE YOU TO 

GREATER BELIEF

JOHN 2:6-12



GREATER BELIEF

• Mary knows that Jesus can perform a miracle and 
instructs the servants to do whatever he tells you.

• Instructions: Begin with six empty pots - these were 
normally used for Jewish rituals of purification.

• Each pot would hold about 20-30 gallons of water, 
which must be drawn from a well.

• They are to fill them to the brim and draw water, 
which only became wine when it reached the guests.



GREATER BELIEF

• That means the servants were bringing water to their 
master and watched it turn to wine as they walked. 

• The master of the feast tasted the wine and called the 
bridegroom. He concluded they broke tradition and 
were only now serving the best wine.

• The Greek word translated wine is “oinos.”

• It was a common Greek word (Ephesians 5:18) for 
wine that was fermented.



GREATER BELIEF

• Jesus turns water into wine, but He does it discretely.

• Only the disciples and the servants know what He 
did. He demonstrates His power to only a few.

• The miracle shows the divine glory of Jesus (vs. 11).

• The miracles served the groom and the hosts of the 
wedding party but it didn’t have the impact that this 
miracle had on the disciples.



APPLICATION:
JESUS CHRIST



HISTORICAL IMPACT

• Truth is stranger than fiction.

• Young carpenter from an obscure village becomes the 
most influential person in all of history.

• Continues to influence the world after His execution.

• As many as 2 billion worldwide also believe the story 
of Jesus.

• They have staked their eternal destiny upon it.



HISTORICAL IMPACT

• He is the inspiration for literature, music, art

• Millions of churches around the world celebrate Him.

• The calendar is set to His birth.

• Two biggest holidays (Christmas, Easter) 
commemorate His birth and resurrection.

• Jesus is known throughout the world.



HISTORICAL IMPACT

• Even critics have to admit His influence.

• H.G. Wells - an outspoken socialist and promoter of 
Darwinism

• The Outline of History - he devoted a staggering 41 
pages to Jesus Christ, far more than any                    
other historical person.



HISTORICAL IMPACT

• Even Mark Twain - The Innocents Abroad

• “In the starlight, Galilee has no boundaries but the 
broad compass of the heavens, and is a theater meet 
for great events; meet the birth of a religion able to                    
save the world.”





CHALLENGING JESUS



JESUS IN THE MOVIES



PROPHECY

• Encyclopedia of Biblical Prophecy 
compiled by J. Barton Payne.

• Lists 1,239 prophecies in the Old 
Testament and 578 prophecies in 
the New Testament, for a total of 
1,817. These encompass 8,352 
verses.



PROPHECY

• Fulfilled prophecy validates the Bible itself.

• If these are accurate, then the other things the Bible 
teaches that cannot be verified must also be 
accurate (attributes of God, heaven, hell).

• The Bible records history before it happens.

• Prophecy is history written in advance.



PROPHECY

• The most important topic of Old Testament 
prophecy involves the appearance of the Messiah.

• Gospel of Luke records how Simeon anticipated 
the arrival of the Messiah.

• “My eyes have seen Your salvation which You have 
prepared” (Luke 2:30).



PROPHECY

• The Messiah would be born from “the seed of the 
woman” (Genesis 3:14-15).

• Rabbis and scholars accepted that this means He 
would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14).

• Fulfilled (Matthew 1:18-23)



PROPHECY

• Numerous prophecies in the Old Testament foretell 
the genealogical lineage from which the Messiah 
would come.

• Shem (Genesis 11), Abraham (Genesis 12), Jacob 
(Genesis 28), Judah (Genesis 49), and David (Isaiah 
9:7).

• Matthew 1 and Luke 3.



PROPHECY

• Isaiah and Malachi both prophesied that there 
would be a forerunner to the Messiah.

• Judgment of God against Israel - remove prophetic 
voice until John the Baptist.

• Luke 3:2-6



PROPHECY

• Presentation of the Messiah to Israel - recorded in 
Daniel 9:24-25.

• Decree to rebuild Jerusalem (444 B.C.)

• 69 sevens of years = 483 years.

• Messiah to appear (A.D. 33).



PROPHECY

• Prophecies predicted various aspects of crucifixion:

- Pierced (Zechariah 12:10)

- Why have you forsaken Me (Psalm 22:1)

- Divide garments (Psalm 22:18)

- No broken bones (Psalm 34:20)



PROPEHCY

• What are the mathematical odds of one man 
fulfilling over one hundred prophecies written 
hundreds of years before his birth by chance?

• Peter Stoner calculated the probability of one 
person fulfilling just eight messianic prophecies as 
1 in 10,000,000,000,000,000.



MIRACLES

• Miracles of Jesus can be divided into five distinct 
categories:

- Power to manipulate natural laws

- Power to replicate items

- Power to cast demons out of people

- Power to heal all manner of diseases

- Power to raise the dead



MIRACLES

• “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher come from 
God; for no one can do these signs that You do 
unless God is with him” (John 3:2).

• “For the very works which the Father has given Me 
to finish--the very works that I do--bear witness of 
Me, that the Father has sent Me” (John 5:36).



MIRACLES

• First miracle involved the manipulation of matter 
and took place at a wedding.

• This miracle in Cana (John 2:7-11) set the stage for 
many other miracles to come.



MIRACLES

• His next type of miracle demonstrated His power 
over nature.

• Jesus “rebuked the winds and the sea, and there 
was a great calm” (Matthew 8:23-27).



MIRACLES

• On two occasions, Jesus demonstrated that He 
could feed a multitude of people supernaturally 
(Matthew 14:17-21).

• Performed in front of many witnesses.



MIRACLES

• Jesus was able to cast out demons (fallen angels) 
who were tormenting people.

• First encounter in Capernaum (Mark 1:23).



MIRACLES

• Jesus was most known for his many acts of healing. 
He would touch a leper (Mark 1) or even merely 
speak a word (Matthew 8) as He did for the 
centurion’s servant.



MIRACLES

• Isaiah prophesied on at least four occasions that the 
Messiah would have the power to restore sight.

• Two blind men (Matthew 9) and the blind man in 
Bethsaida (Mark 8).



MIRACLES

• The most dramatic series of miracles Jesus 
performed concerned his ability to raise people 
from the dead.

• Dead man (Luke 7), daughter of Jairus (Matthew 
9), and Lazarus (John 11).



CHANGED LIVES




