
JESUS IS THE ONE 
WHO IS THE 
AUTHORITY

John 1:19-34



INTRODUCTION

• The Gospel of John is a portrait of Jesus Christ and 
His saving work.

• It’s purpose is clear: “ . . . these are written so that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, and that believing you may have life in his 
name” (John 20:31).



WHAT WE LEARN FROM JOHN 
THE BAPTIST:

POINT OTHERS
TO JESUS



KEY QUESTIONS

• Two key questions arose during John the Baptist’s 
dialogue with the priests:

• Who are you and why are you baptizing, if you are 
not the Messiah?

• He had a sense of excitement when he answered their 
questions because he was looking for the Messiah.

• He identifies Jesus as Messiah (verse 29) when he 
sees Him.



KEY QUESTIONS

• John the Baptist was bold because he knew his place.

• He had no authority of his own, but he knew his role 
in identifying Jesus Christ.

• We have been empowered by the Holy Spirit and 
entrusted by Christ to share the Gospel message.

• Like John, we should point others to Jesus.



THE TESTIMONY OF 
JOHN THE BAPTIST

JOHN 1:19-28



ANNOUNCES PURPOSE

• John announces his purpose: to prepare the way for 
Jesus.

• The people want to know all about John the Baptist.

• The priests and the Levites are trying to figure out 
what he is doing and whether he is special.

• He assures them he is not Elijah, the Prophet, nor the 
Christ.



ANNOUNCES PURPOSE

• John explains from the words of Isaiah that he is 
there simply to prepare people for the coming of 
Jesus, who is in fact the Christ.

• “Make straight the way for the Lord” - this was a 
phrase used to call people to level and road and clear 
it from debris in oder that the children of God could 
return from the exile to the land of Israel.

• Here John is talking about a new Exodus for God’s 
children, and John is part of it.



ANNOUNCES PURPOSE

• John explains that he is there to announce the great 
news that God is going to redeem His people from 
captivity just as he did in Egypt.

• But this time, it will not be a normal servant but God 
Himself who will lead the people out of darkness and 
into His light.

• John’s role is to clear the path: clear obstacles that 
would get in the way of people believing in Jesus.



SUPREME AUTHORITY

• John claims Jesus as the supreme authority.

• If John was only trying to tell people about Who was 
coming, why was he baptizing?

• What authority did he have to do this?

• The priests and Levites were offended that John was 
baptizing normal Jews. We need to understand the 
religious context of their objection.



SUPREME AUTHORITY

• First problem: Baptism had never been acceptable for 
Jewish people to undergo, except for the priestly 
purity. This was not a normal practice especially at 
this time in the history of Israel.

• Second problem: John the Baptist was calling 
everyone to be baptized. This was to prepare them to 
the reality that salvation through Jesus was for all 
people (not just Jews).



SUPREME AUTHORITY

• John the Baptist understood his place.

• He says he was not even worthy to untie the sandals 
of Jesus - he understands who Jesus is.

• Rabbinical teaching - all manner of service a slave 
must render to his master. The student must also 
render to his teacher (except to take off a sandal).

• John is saying he isn’t even worthy to do the task of a 
slave - Jesus is the supreme authority.



THREE TESTIMONIES



1. JESUS IS YAHWEH

• John says, “I am the voice of one crying in the 
wilderness. Make straight the way of the Lord.”

• That is a quote from Isaiah 40:3-5.

• Notice in Isaiah 40 in the ESV that the word LORD is 
in all caps. That is to indicate it refers to Yahweh - the 
God who is the Creator and Ruler of the universe.

• Jesus is more than the Jews expected.



2. JESUS IS SUPERIOR

• When John is asked why he is baptizing, he explains 
that he is baptizing with water. The one who is 
coming will be baptizing with the Holy Spirit.

• He is preparing the people for one who is superior to 
even John (he was the first prophet in 400 years).

• Baptizing isn’t about John. It is about Jesus, who is 
superior to him and everyone else.



3. JESUS WAS BEFORE

• When John sees Jesus coming to him, he says 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world.”

• He goes on to say “After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.”

• This is to emphasize that no human being can take 
away sin. The eternal Christ is the only one who can.



BEHOLD THE
LAMB OF GOD

JOHN 1:29-34



LAMB OF GOD

• John announces Jesus as the Lamb of God.

• He is announcing that Jesus is more than a man. Jesus 
is more than a teacher. He is more than a person with 
great authority.

• Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world - He is the fulfillment of the Passover lamb 
from the Exodus narrative.



LAMB OF GOD

• Jesus is a better lamb than the lamb that was 
provided to Abraham in Genesis 22.

• Jesus is a better lamb than those slain by the children 
of Israel in Egypt.

• Jesus is better than the lambs used as a guilt offering 
in Leviticus 14.

• We see the full significance of the atonement in the 
first five verses of Isaiah 53.



LAMB OF GOD

• John says “I myself did not know him, but for this 
purpose.”

• Here John is admitting that he did not know his own 
cousin was the Messiah until the baptism of Jesus in 
the desert.

• The purpose of the baptism of Jesus was to fulfill all 
righteousness - to demonstrate his consecration to the 
heavenly Father and approval by Him.



WITNESS TO SPIRIT

• John bore witness to the Holy Spirit.

• God the Father bears witness to Jesus, but also the 
Holy Spirit bears witness to Jesus.

• While on earth, the Holy Spirit provided the 
connection between the divinity of Jesus and the 
humanity of Jesus.



TWO IMPLICATIONS

• When John said that Jesus was the “Lamb of God” 
there are two important implications:

• First, it meant that the Jesus (the God-man) would 
die. He would be sacrificed as a lamb.

• Revelation 5:6, 9, 12 and Revelation 13:8 talks about 
the Lamb that had been slain and the Lamb who was 
slain.

• Jesus was God’s Lamb for the whole world.



TWO IMPLICATIONS

• Second, the whole world would benefit from this 
sacrifice not just the Jewish nation.

• Jesus was the Jewish Messiah but his death would 
take away the sin of the world, not just the sin of 
Israel.

• Revelation 5:9 - “By your blood you ransomed people 
for God from every tribe.”



TWO IMPLICATIONS

• John 3:36 - “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 
life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life.”

• There is no race or nationality that is excluded from 
salvation.

• We must believe on His name (John 1:12) so that our 
sins are taken away (John 1:29) and the wrath of God 
is removed (John 2:36) so we become children of God 
(John 1:12) and have eternal life (John 3:16).



JOHN’S TESTIMONY

• John, the Gospel writer and disciple, ends this section 
with his own testimony.

• John the Baptist was the first to explain that Jesus was 
the Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world.

• John the disciple now adds his testimony (verse 34) 
that he has seen Jesus and bears witness that Jesus is 
indeed the Son of God.



APPLICATION:

BAPTISM



BAPTISM

• What is the difference between the baptism of John 
and the baptism of Jesus?

• John, the Gospel writer, sets up the contrast between 
John’s baptism with water and Jesus’s baptism with 
the Holy Spirit.

• Water baptism doesn’t save anyone. It is merely an 
outward manifestation of a spiritual event that takes 
place when we accept Christ.



BAPTISM

• Some Christians believe  that the Bible teaches the 
view called “baptismal regeneration.”

• 1 Peter 3:21 - “Baptism, which corresponds to this, 
now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the 
body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

• Peter is explaining that the appeal to God through the 
resurrection is the mode of salvation.



BAPTISM

• The Bible teaches that many were saved, who were 
not baptized: a classic example is the thief on the 
cross (Luke 23:39-43).

• Another example would be Cornelius and his 
household in Acts 10. They were saved before Peter 
baptized them.

• They had received the Holy Spirit, which is the 
evidence of salvation (Romans 8:9, Ephesians 1:13,     
1 John 3:24).

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2023.39-43
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2023.39-43
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010


BAPTISM

• Acts 16:30-31 - Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 
And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved, you and your household.”

• Romans 10:9-10 - “if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with 
the heart one believes and is justified, and with the 
mouth one confesses and is saved.”



BAPTISM



BAPTISM - HOLY SPIRIT

• What does the Baptism with the Holy Spirit mean?

• First, we are baptized in the Spirit at conversion.

• 1 Corinthians 12:13 - “For by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, 
whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink 
of one Spirit.”

• If every believer has been baptized in the Spirit, then 
it must happen at conversion.



BAPTISM - HOLY SPIRIT

• Second, the Holy Spirit comes through Jesus.

• We see in this passage that the Holy Spirit came upon 
Jesus and remains upon Jesus.

• Therefore, Jesus is the one who gives the Spirit (John 
15:26).

• Whatever saving work the Holy Spirit does, he does 
because of Jesus.



IMPACT OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT



1. GIVES LIFE

• The Holy Spirit gives new life.

• John 6:63 - “It is the Spirit who gives life.”

• The Holy Spirit gives life by causing the new birth.

• When we are “born again,” we are born of the Spirit 
(John 3:3-6).

• The baptizing of the Spirit happens when we are 
“born again.”



2. ENABLES US

• The Holy Spirit enables us to give life.

• John 7:38-39 - Whoever believes in me, as the 
Scripture has said, “Out of his heart will flow rivers 
of living water.”

• When we are baptized with the Holy Spirit, and filled 
with the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18), we give life to 
those around us.



3. WITNESSES TO JESUS

• The Holy Spirit witnesses to Jesus.

• John 15:26 - “But when the Helper comes, whom I 
will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, 
who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness 
about me.”

• 1 Corinthians 12:3 - No one can say,”Jesus is Lord” 
except in the Holy Spirit.



4. GLORIFIES JESUS

• The Holy Spirit glorifies Jesus.

• John 16:14 - “When the Spirit of truth comes . . . He 
will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you.”

• The Holy Spirit not only bears witness of Jesus but 
also glorifies Jesus. These are his vital roles within the 
Godhead and the Trinity.




